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Champs Honored at MIS, LGR... page 2 
Midwest Enduro Awards Coverage rass 
East Bay Sprints in Acton. age 6-7 


Lake Geneva Raceway presented its champions with awards Saturday 
night, January 30, at the speedway’s annual banquet in Twin Lakes, WI. 
Recipients included (top row, l-r) Todd Miller, BICs; Dr. Ken Johnson, mini- 
modifieds: Jack Rubuch, super stocks; Vincent Merry; Midwest sport 
trucks; Curt Gnatzig, Legends; (bottom row, l-r) Brian Ulrich, Millennium 
late models; Jeremy Bloomberg, sportsman; Randy Rodgers and Denny 
Hiffman, late mode! co-drivers; and Michael Bilderback, Bandoleros. See 


A i. Page 2. (C/D photo) 


Madison (WI) International Speedway owner 
Terry Kunes (I) congratulates the track’s 2004 
Driver of the Year Bobby Wilberg during the 
Speedway’s awards banquet on Saturday, 
February 5. See Page 2. (Doug Hornickel photo) 


PN facet Oe 2004 Midwest Enduro Series champions (l-r) 
ee ee eae. Sey te Darryl Traber (stock car) and Rod Brossart 
Danny Lasoski raced his Tony Stewart-owned winged 410 sprinter to (small car) were honored at the Series’ annual 
two wins - including the $10,000-to-win finale - during East Bay awards ceremonies Saturday, January 29, in 
Raceway Park’s Sprint Winternationals February 2-5 in Tampa, ri Milwaukee, WI. See Page 3. 

See Page 6. (Neil Miller photo) (Amanda LeBrun photo) 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News 


MIS Banquet Honors Accomplishments 


of ‘04, Looks A 


by John Wells 

MADISON, WI, Feb. 5 -- The Con- 
course Hotel in downtown Madison was 
the site for the Madison International 
` Speedway’s racing banquet on Saturday, 
February 5. Over 300 people were in 
attendance for a banquet that not only 
recognized the many accomplishments of 
the 2004 season but also included a look 
to the future. 

Scott Bleecker of Madison was hon- 
ored as the top driver in the Midwest 
Truck Series. Bleecker earned five fast 
times, 12 top-fives and two victories en 
route to his first-ever track championship. 

Runner-up honors went to Gary Cerny 
of Janesville, who notched three victories 
in 2004 - his first at MIS. Fred Oswald of 
Lake Mills took home the third-place tro- 
phy after finishing the season with one 
feature win. Also recognized were Garrett 
Goth of Cottage Grove, Todd Schmitz of 
Verona, John Wood of Sun Prairie, and 
Tom Meyers of Machesney Park, IL. 

Goth was recognized as the division’s 
rookie of the year, and Charlie Cottam of 
Janesville, the all-time feature leader in 
the series with 32 checkered flags, 
received a plaque for being selected 
"Favorite Driver" by the fans. A total of 14 
drivers earned points in the Truck Series 
in 2004. 

John Wood, a long-time competitor in 
the truck division, presented Series spon- 
sor Gary Rockweiler with a gift in recog- 
nition for his support of both the Series 
and the Speedway. 

Dale Nottestad topped off a very suc- 
cessful season in the super late model 
division by taking home top honors and 
joining an elite list of past champions. 
Nottestad finished the season with ten 
top-five finishes, four fast times and a 
division-high seven victories, including a 
remarkabie five times in a row from July 
31 until September 4. Nottestad now has 
12 super late model victories at MIS to 
his credit, tying him for 14th on the all- 
time win list. 

Finishing a mere 15 points behind 
Nottestad was Orfordville's Bobby 
Wilberg. Logging more laps than any 
other driver at MIS in 2004, Wilberg com- 
pleted the season with a division-high 
eight fast times, 13 top-five finishes and 
two wins. 

Receiving the third-place trophy was 
Andrew Morrissey of DeForest, whose 
season highlight was his establishment of 
a new track record, with a lap of 17.413 
seconds set in April. Frank Nitzke of 
Berlin was also recognized for bringing 
two cars to Madison each week - one of 
three drivers who raced in two divisions 
per night. Wilberg was also recognized 
as the "Favorite Driver" by the fans in the 
division, which saw 78 drivers earn points 
in 2004. 

The ASA late model division at 
Madison exceeded expectations in 2004, 
highlighted by very competitive racing 
and solid car counts. Capturing the track 
championship was 1995 super late model champion Ron 
Breese, Jr., of DeKalb, IL, driving for car owner Dave Bailey. 
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ASA late model champ Ron Breese, Jr. receives his trophy from MIS’s 
Steve Einhaus and Terry Kunes. 


Madison International Speedway promoter Steve Einhaus (I) congratulates 
the track’s Midwest Truck Series champion Scott Bleecker, while Series 
sponsor Gary Rockweiler and Speedway owner Terry Kunes join in the cel- 
ebration during the track’s recent banquet. 


MIS promoter Steve Einhaus (I) and track owner Terry Kunes (r) present 
super late model champion Dale Nottestad with his trophy. 


(Doug Hornickel photos) 


Breese led the division with six feature wins and 12 top-five and 
14 top-ten finishes. 

Bobby Wilberg of Orford-ville, who pulled double duty each 
night, took home second-place honors. Wilberg finished with a 
division-high seven fast times and notched one victory in the 
division giving him 22 total career feature wins at MIS, in ASA 
and super late models and Midwest modifieds. 

Bobby Weiss of Montello finished third despite not reaching 
victory lane, but his consisteny put him in the top five on ten 
occasions. Rounding out the top ten in the division were Jared 
Ziegler, Adam Shackelford, Nick Schumacher, Jason Tyler, 
Nitzke, Jesse Saunders and Jeff Watters. Breese was also hon- 
ored as the "Favorite Driver," as voted on by the fans, and the 
car of Bobby Weiss claimed the honor of "Best Appearing Car" 
for the 2004 season. 

Breese was presented with a diecast replica of his car for 
winning the ASA late model "Hard Charger" award for 2004. 

Track owner Terry Kunes reviewed the past season as well 
as looked ahead to 2005 in his statements to the crowd. He 
also presented several awards, including "Track Supporter" 
awards to Doug Hornickel and Jake Roth for all of their photo- 
graphic and video work at MIS. Gary Rockweiler and John 
Matthews were recognized as “Sponsors of the Year," Bobby 
Wilberg as "Driver of the Year," Bob Schmelzer as "Employee 
of the Year," and Jim Steinke as “Fan of the Year" in other 
award presentations. Several drivers also received special 
recognition certificates, and Kunes thanked many track support- 
ers and loyal employees for their support of MIS. 

MIS promoter Steve Einhaus also addressed the group by 
outlining his goals for 2005 and unveiling a “very aggressive 
and ambitious" schedule. Einhaus highlighted changes in the 
Midwest Truck Series that will allow the Mid-American Super 
Truck Series to join the program, and three Mid-Am races and 
visits from the Wisconsin Challenge Series, Big Eight Limited 
Late Model Series, MARS series, HOSS sprints and Hooters 
Pro Cup late models were also mentioned. A fourth division, the 
Area Sportsman, will be joining the weekly program for 2005. 

The 2005 racing season at Madison International Speedway 
opens on Sunday afternoon, May 1, when the Wisconsin 
Challenge Series and Big Eight Limited Late Mode! Series visit 
the paved half-mile. Weekly Friday night racing returns to MIS 
on May 6. 
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at ‘04 Awards Feast 
by Dale R. Erdmann tt vied 

TWIN LAKES, WI, Jan. 29 -- Rumpole’s Banquet Hall was the 
scene of the 21st annual awards banquet for drivers that racec 
Friday and Saturday nights during the 2004 season at Le 
Geneva Raceway. Some 247 drivers, families, friends, pit crew 
leaders and sponsors came to honor the champions of the sea- 
son past. ro © 

LGR promoter Kevin Dawson told the crowd that over 
$32,000 in cash and merchandise was handed out to the drivers 
who raced in 75 percent of all the track’s completed shows, 
along with $302,000 in purse payouts to the drivers. f oss 

Also as part of the program, those present remembered 
members of their racing family who left us in 2004, including 
Duane Sweeney, Mark “Tiny” Amborn and Charlie Doerr. 

In the third season of Friday night “family fun” racing, ti 
count increased, while the crowd dropped down a little. 
as rookies of the year were Jerry Giulano (mini-modifieds), 
Waterman (Basic International Cars), Michael Bilderback ( 
ends cars) and Sonny Schoffen (millennium late models). in’ 
Midwest sport trucks, Steven Johnson was honored as the me 
improved driver. ie, © au 

In the BICs, 18 drivers received points fund checks - the most 
for Friday night competition. Tenth through second places went — 
to Roger Schultz, Reid Kahrs, Vladi Vladimirov, Je ngs 


Raderschadt, Leo Bujak, Andy Portzen, Rod Brossart, Le nn A 


Adams and Bob Koch, and the champion was Todd Miller of — 
Oak Creek. a 
In the mini-mods 12 drivers received money from the p oints 
fund. The top ten drivers, from bottom to top, were Chris 
Thomazin, John DeMay, Hermie Schultz, Giuliano, Phil Schultz, 
Andy Krueger, Curt Thomazin, Glen Vernezze and Mike Van 
Houten. Dr. Ken Johnson of Park Ridge, IL, was honored for his 
fifth division championship. , R 
The legend cars saw eight drivers receive point fund monies. 
In ascending order they are Joe Scala, Lyle Kuklinski, Rob 
Duffek, Ernie Schaal, Bilderback, Herman Greinig, and f 
runner-up and 2003 champion Steve Licht. The 2004 champion, 
Curt Gnatzig of Hartford, was then honored. = 
In their second season, the top five in the final Bandoleros 
standings received plaques. In fifth place was Bobby Yonkee, - 
while rookie Kyle Jusits, who finished 2004 ranked 19th nation- 
ally and was also the Wisconsin state champion. Ranking sec- 
ond in the nation for the group, with 16 wins, was third-pla 
Kyle LaPier, and runner-up Michael Cooter also ranked in 
top ten in the nation. Champion Michael Bilderback, of 
Beloit, IL, won the last feature of the season at LGR by 
the throttle cable with his hand after it had broken at the start 
the race. 
à ts special thanks went to Liz Bilderback, the group’s repri 
ative. n 
in millennium late model racing, 11 driv ified x 
points fund. Mark Hartline was tenth, while En renee ni 
17-year-old rookie and third-generation driver Josh Wallace. Bil 
Hobeoh Was eighth, while S08 Rusciano, who demolished his - 
car with one week to go finished seventh. The only female driv 
in the group, Carrie Dygon, was sixth, 18-year-old Brad K 
finished fifth, former super stock driver Schoffen claimed f 
and the top three consisted of Keith Tolf, runner-up Paul Dyg 
and 2004 champion Brian Ulrich, a former late model competitor 
from Racine. r 
The Midwest sport trucks have a new president, pale 
Gustum, who presented trophies and plaques to the top ten fin- i 
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ishers. In fifth was Johnson, Todd Ross was fourth, third went to 
Chad Ross, the runner-up was Tom Ross, and Vincent Merry of 
Wadsworth, IL, collected his fourth championship. VAN 
Top Saturday night division rookies included Scott Norton 
(super stocks), Jamie Dorsey (sportsman) and Jacob Humphrey 
(super late models). = 
The super stocks had the highest amount of drivers to qualify 
for the points fund, with 16. The top ten, in descending order, 
were Ken Eisbrenner, Tom Roney, Scott Norton, Adam Mass; 
Shane Sapp, Adam Regnier, Bob Moeller, Mike Gunderson, 
runner-up and former champion John Janssen, and 2004 cham- 
pion Jack Rubach of Burlington. Rubach gave an emotional 
speech, telling the crowd, “I miss my crew chief, but I a 
miss my friend, Tiny.” Rubach thanked everyone for their sup- 
port during this trying season. Amborn was Rubach’s crew 
The sportsman division had eight drivers receive points fund 
checks. The top ten drivers were rookie Jack Clark, Randy 
Schneider, Adam Berge, Rick Rowlett, Gary Norton, Erik Pierce, 
former champion Bobby Giers, Jamie Dorsey, runner-up Kenny 
Joosten and 2004 champion Jeremy Bloomberg, a former 
enduro racer. ve 
Thirteen super late model drivers shared points fund money. 
Mike Simon, Jr., was tenth, preceded by two-division racer 
Vincent Merry, Brandon Hill (who picked up his first career. fea 
ture win this year), Jerry Cowan, Rick Corso (who missed six 
shows), Kent Burkoth, Eddie May (who had the most feature 
wins), 17-year-old former champion Jacob Humphrey, runner-up 
and second-generation driver Jason Hicks, and 2004 champion. 
Randy Rodgers of Elkhorn, who along with with co-driver Denny 
Hiffman, took the crown by a 35-point margin. s 
Drivers in the two-season-old Midwest Sportsman 
Championship Series received their trophies. Fifth place went to 
Bobby Giers, Josh Bauer was fourth, John Senerchia took third, 
the runner-up was James Swan, and defending champion 
Jeremy Miller was crowned the champion again, finishing with a 
five-point margin. Drivers in the MSCS raced at LGR and 
Slinger in six shows. The idea for the series started with LGR 
director of competition Eric Dawson, and Natasha Fabian 
signed on to care of the points and act as publicist for the 
series. 
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Correction -- 
in the January 19 issue of CFRN, cap- 
tions under photos of Dale Prunty and — 
Dave Feiler in Fay Hendricks’ ‘Round & | 
Around’ column were switched. : 
CFRN regrets the error. 
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= Rhonda Hatton Stricken 
3 by Bob Cruse 
= ROSCOE, IL, Feb. 3 -- Rhonda Hatton, 41, wife of 2004 2 


= from the 2005 International Midget World Series in Aukland, : 
Š New Zealand. 

% Driving the midget in which he won the ‘04 BMARA cham- 
> pionsnip, Scott Hatton won the International Midget World 
= Series individual championship on January 22 at Western 
= Springs Speedway in Aukland, NZ. Rhonda suffered the 
= stroke on the flight home and was hospitalized for about a 
= week 

= She is now home and her condition is improving, but she 
= continues to be weak and tired and is suffering from vision 
x problems associated with the stroke. Well wishers may write 
= to her at 6915 Skyview Tr., Roscoe, IL 61073-8013. 


= Lettow to ASL Chair Competition 
: Committee 


Howie Lettow has been named chairman of the competition 
= committee for the newly-organized American Stockcar 
League. The series is being formed by former ASA National 
Touring Series car owners and will be run under the sanc- 
tion of the Mid-American Stock Car Series, Inc., of Baileys 
Harbor. 

"Howie Lettow has been around these cars for many 
years and is very respected in the racing industry,” stated 
Mid-Am Series owner Gary Vercauteren. “| am delighted he 
has accepted this position. Lettow and his committeee will 
recommend individuals to be hired as technical inspectors 
for the new series.” 

A schedule of approximately ten races is anticipated on 
paved tracks. 

In addition, Mike Lemke has been named overall competi- 
» ton and safety director for all five of the Mid-American Stock 
= Car Series divisions, which also includes Mid-Am super 


vara 
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* trucks, classic stock cars, Mid-American stock cars and = 


= Midwest AllStar Racing Series late models. Lemke will con- 
= tinue to serve as competition director for the late Mmodel 
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For information about any of the divisions, cali the series 
office at (920) 823-2856. 


Shoestring Racing Issues 


Comments Regarding Show 


WEST ALLIS, WI -- Shoestring Racing, which promoted 
the recent Wisconsin Racers Swap Meet at State Fair Park, 
has issued a statement outlining several issues that came 
about during the show. 

In its statement Shoestring Racing expressed its appreci- 
2 ation to what was a strong turnout of race fans for the event, 
then addressed severa! issues that it classified as normal for 
a “first-time promotion,” emphasizing that several of the 
more significant concerns were beyond the contro! of 
Shoestring Racing. 

Fans were informed that admission to the show was free, 
by either the State Fair Park's parking staff or Information 
phone line; this was incorrect. The “free admission" informa- 
tion was also stated on State Fair Park's website; that was 
rectified back in December by State Fair Park, but nowhere 
else. Shoestring Racing was apologized to for this by the 
State Fair Park staff after the fact. 

Complaints about the concession stand service (with only 
one person working in it) and parking were also heard by 
Shoestring Racing management, but both were under the 
direction of State Fair Park, either by contract or subcon- 
tract, according to Shoestring Racing's statement. 

In concluding its statement, Shoestring Racing extends 
an apology to all that were affected by these issues. 


Chicagoland Show Offers 


Memorabilia, Collectibles 


HOMEWOOD, IL -- Helping to signal the beginning of the 
auto racing season in these parts, the 14th annual 
Chicagoland Auto Racing Memorabilia and Collectibles 
Show will take place at the Ramada Inn Homewood Hotel 
on Sunday, March 13. 

Vendors from throughout the Midwest will offer area race 
fans a wide variety of auto racing memorabilia and col- 
jectibles. The show will feature photos, plastic models, 
speedway programs and yearbooks, newspapers, maga- 
zines, die-cast cars, trading cards and much more. 

In addition, the event has become a meeting place for 
numerous former area racing drivers and champions to 
gather and talk about the “good old days of racing” with fel- 
low former competitors and long-time fans - even signing an 
autograph or two. : 

The show will run from 9 am-2 pm. Children ages 12 and 
under will be admitted free. The Ramada Inn Homewood 
Hotel is located at 17400 S. Halsted Street, just a quarter- 
mile south of Interstate 80/294. For more information, call 
(219) 838-0737 or (219) 923-1475. 


USG, Kenseth Ink Sponsor Pact 


CONCORD, NC, Jan. 26 -- USG Corporation, a leading 
manufacturer of building materials, announced that its 2005 
NASCAR program will include a new partnership with 
DeWalt Racing, Roush Racing and champion driver Matt 


Kenseth. : 
USG SheetRock Brand will be a primary sponsor on . 
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role on the car, owned by Roush Racing 


and 39 top-five and 82 top-ten finishes The 32-year-old > 


$ points finishes in each of the past three years 
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Š Badger Midget Series champion Scott Hatton, is now home $ 
= recovering from a stroke she suffered while flying home = 
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BAILEYS HARBOR, WI -- Veteran race car crew chief = 
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Kenseth's NASCAR Nextel Cup car at three races - $ 
February 27 at Fontana, CA; August 7 at Indianapolis, and ž 
October 30 at Atlanta. At ail of the other 2005 Cup races, s 
USG SheetRock will assume a major associate sponsorship 3 


Since joining the Cup Series full-time in 2000, Kenseth, $ 
the 2003 NASCAR champion, has accumulated nine wins $ 


Cambridge, WI. native put together top-ten championship $ 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News 


Midwest Enduro Series Honors Traber, ~ 
Brossart at Tenth Awards Banquet 


MILWAUKEE, WI, January 29 -- The 
Midwest Enduro Stock Car Series held its 
tenth annual awards banquet in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Clarion Hotel in 
Milwaukee on Saturday, January 29, and 
over 230 attended the formal event to 
honor 2004 Series champion Darryl 
Traber and Midwest Enduro Small Car 
Series champion Rod Brossart. 

The top 30 drivers in the final Series 
point standings were recognized, as well 
as the top ten drivers in the Small Car 
Series. Special achievement awards 
were also presented during the cere- 
monies. 

The 2004 Midwest Enduro title was the 
third of his Series career for Traber, 
adding to those in 1990 and 2000. 
Traber’s consistency was the key to his 
success, as he collected five wins in 
2004, tying the Series-best single-season 
mark set by Mario Stella, and highlighted 
by his overall win at the Lake Geneva 
Raceway Labor Day event, run in honor 
of Mark "Tiny" Amborn. 

A championship crew chief award was 
presented to Don Mason, and the chief 
scorer award was presented to Jason 
Traber. Additional crew chief awards 
were presented to championship team 
crew members Brent Mason, Nan 
DeLany, David Traber, Dale Traber and 
Brian Traber. 

The top five finishers each received 
trophies and prize monies along, and 
plaque awards were distributed to their 
respective crew chiefs and scorers. 
Along with Traber, the top five also 
included runner-up Tracy Carr, the third- 
place team of Aaron Wilke and Jeff 
Sayler, fourth-finishing Pat Kinjerski and 
fifth-place David Donahue. Those finish- 
ing sixth through 30th were also present- 
ed plaque awards, and the top 25 in 


Co-emcee Mike Babicz addresses the crowd during the opening cere- 
monies of the Midwest Enduro Stock Car Series’ tenth annual awards ban- 
quet. In the background are Series promoter Darryl Traber and co-emcees 


Erich Iversen and Eric Mueller. 


attendance received prize money as well. 

The inaugural Small Car Series cham- 
pion was no surprise, as Brossart was 
also the 2003 Midwest Enduro BIC Car 
Challenge champion. A convincing win in 
the final event of the season capped his 
championship season. 

The top ten finishers in the Small Car 
Series were also honored with plaque 
awards, and those in attendance also 
received prize money. The 2004 runner- 
up was Steve Bayer, and he was fol- 
lowed by Tony Riek, Mike McKay, Todd 
Lunsford, Darwin Niemczyk, Mike 
Haugan, Art Speciale, Valerie Epright 
and Jack Rabey. 

Special achievement awards were dis- 
tributed to Al Kuphal, Steve Just, Ricky 


Nelson, Russ Koralewski, Pete 
Aschenbrenner, the Lunsford racing team 
and the Pinkalla race team. 

The 2004 Chuck’s Radiator "rookie of 
the year" award was presented to Pat 
Kinjerski, the 2004 Sharlene’s Child Care 
"most improved driver" award was pre- 
sented to Robert Nuti, the T.A. Express, 
Inc. "Hard Charger" award was present- 
ed to Mike Herwald, and the fifth annual 
Erich Iversen, Sr., "Good Buddy" award 
was presented to Jared Pinkalla. 

The 2005 Midwest Enduro Stock Car 
Series schedule will be announced by 
mid-February. For further details or 
Series information, call (262) 895-6682 
from 5-9 pm weekdays. 


The 2004 Midwest Enduro Stock Car Series "Special Recognition” awards were given to (l-r) members of the 
Pinkalla Racing Team, Steve Just, Al Kuphal, Pete Aschenbrenner, Russ Koralewski, and Don Lunsford, represent- 


ing the Lunsford Racing Team. 
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Highway 16 - West Salem, Wisconsin 
For More Information 608-786-1525 
or Visit Us at www.lacrossespeedway.com 


(Amanda LeBrun photos) 


THURSDAY - OCTOBER 6 
Sportsman & 1/4-Mile Classes 


FRIDAY - OCTOBER 7 
ASA Late Models (100-Lap Main) 
Plus Support Divisions 


SATURDAY - OCTOBER 8 
NASCAR Auto Zone Tour (200-Lap Main) 


Plus Support Divisions 


SUNDAY - OCTOBER 9 


Wisconsin Late Models (100-Lap Main) 
Plus Support Divisions 


Luxemburg Speedway crowned its 2004 champions during its February 5: (l-r) Tyler 


Smith (sport fours); Shawn Kilgore (IMCA stock cars); Scott Mullen (IMCA modifieds); 
and Keith Kickbush (IMCA hobby stocks). 


Luxemburg Speedway 
Crowns 2004 Champions 


NUEREN, WI, Feb. 5 -- 
More than 300 drivers, race 
officials and fans took part in 
the 2004 Luxemburg 
Speedway awards banquet at 
Rendezvous Pleasure Palace 
in Nueren Saturday night. 

Seymour's Scott Mullen 
captured his first-ever IMCA 
modfied track championship. 
A mode! of consistency all 
season long, Mullen escaped 
brother Brian's shadow with 
numerous top-five finishes, 
including a Labor Day week- 
end victory. Scott Mullen beat 
out Algoma's Jeremy Jacobs 
by 16 points. 

Kewaunee's Shawn Kilgore 
had the best season of his 
young career. The IMCA 
stock car ace scored seven 
feature wins en route to the 
division title, beating out Rod 
Snellenberger of Pulaski by 
nine points. Highlighting 
Kilgore's season was a mid- 
season victory in lowa, while 
he scored 12 total wins on 
area tracks in 2004. 


In its second year of exis- 
tence at Luxemburg the IMCA 
hobby stock class saw its 
tightest points battle, but for 
the second straight year 
Kewaunee's Keith Kickbush 
emerged the champion, edg- 
ing Zion, IL, visitor Tony 
Schlei by one point. 

Forestville's Von Echenson 
beat hometown driver Fred 
Davister by 19 points in the 
five-race street stock series, 
in which 49 drivers represent- 
ing five different dirt tracks in 
northeast Wisconsin took part. 
The series will again take 
place in 2005. 

Hometown driver Tyler 
Smith netted the sport four 
season title, beating out 
Freedom's D.J. Jorgenson by 
eight points. 

Rookie-of-the-year honors 
went to Green Bay's Tim Van 
De Hei in the modified class, 
Shawn Havel of Brussels in 
the stock cars, Denmark's 
Tom Brumlic and 
Luxemburg's Dave DeGrave 


(John Garniss photo) 


_in the hobby stock class, and 


Gary Novitski, Jr., of Mishicot 
in the sport fours. 

Track photographer John 
Garniss wowed the crowd 
with his annual slide show, 
and Bobby Marquis was pre- 
sented an appreciation award 
for the countless hours he 
puts into preparing the third- 


mile clay oval for the weekly 


Friday night program. 
A total of 329 drivers in 


seven different divisions com- 
peted at the track during the 
2004 season, including 90 dif- 
ferent mod drivers and 54 dif- 


ferent stock car drivers. 


The 2005 season will begin 


Friday night, April 29, at 7 pm. 


Modifieds, stock cars, hobby 
stocks and sport fours will 


compete weekly through 
Labor Day weekend. A com- 
plete season schedule, which 
will include special events 
with other divisions, is expect- 
ed to be released soon. For 
more information, call (920) 
863-8446. 


You Can Subscribe to The Checkered Flag Racing News 
with Your VISA or MasterCard by Calling (715) 682-6677 (M-F, 9 am-5 pm) 
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RACING SUPPLIES 


Toll Free: 800-782-7072 


6th Annual 


GOLD STAR - RACERS 


SWAP MEET 


SATURDAY-MARCH 5 


9 AM to 5 PM 


New & Used Race Parts, Engines, Race Cars, 
- Shop Equipment, Go Karts, 

Buy the parts you need at bargain prices. 
Turn your used parts into the $$$ you need. 


LIMITED VENDOR SPACES AVAILABLE 
RESERVE YOURS NOW! 


Call 1-800-782-7072 Ask for Ed 


Check GSR. Out on the Web 
‘at www,gsrkartway.com 


E-Mail Us.at <ed@gsrkartway.com> — 
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The Checkered Flag Racing News See a 
New Format Slated for ` 
36th Oktoberfest Weekend _ 


WEST SALEM, WI -- Officials of the 


.LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway have 


announced that the 36th annual. Oktoberfest 
Race Weekend, to be held October 6-9, will be 
run under a new format. 

The Friday, Saturday and Sunday portions 
of the four-day event will see the most dramat- 
ic changes. The new format for Friday, October 
7, will see the ASA late models highlight that 
day's action. In addition to the other support 
divisions, the ASA late models will run their 
final event of the 2005 season, a 100-lap main 
event. 

On Saturday, October 8, events will include 
several support divisions and will feature the 
NASCAR Midwest Touring Series cars. The 
touring cars will compete in their final event of 
the 2005 season, a 200-lap main event. 

On Sunday, October 9, the schedule will 
include a 100-lap main event for the Wisconsin 


MANITOWOC, WI -- Less than one month 
after the Eastern Wisconsin Stock Car 
Association accepted a contract from the 
Manitowoc Expo Raceway to move its 45-year- 
old race program to the Manitowoc track, the 
EWSC Board of Directors recently voted to 
reduce grandstand admission prices for the 
2005 season. 

In 2005 an adult admission ticket for the 
over 100-car Saturday night program will cost 
seven dollars, down from nine dollars last sea- 
son. “With the growing number of race pro- 
grams and some great opportunities for 
(EWSC) at Manitowoc, we felt it was right to 
lower the admission prices for the fans,” 
according to an EWSC Board statement. “With 
the lower prices for adults and student tickets 


-and the EWSC Junior Fan Club for younger 


fans, EWSC looks forward to families being 
able to afford a great night of racing in 
Manitowoc.” 

Kids ages 12 and younger will continue to be 
invited to join the Junior Fan Club for ten dol- 
lars and will receive many benefits, including 
free admission to all EWSC race programs. 

In another Board decision, EWSC has refor- 
matted the All-American Mighty Fours race 
program by adding heat races and a nightly 
payoff for the drivers. This division, started at 
EWSC in 2001 as a true entry-level division, 
has seen tremendous growth over the last four 
seasons. “We felt by adding more track time 
and pay to the division, this division would con- 


EWSC Drops Prices in Move... 
to Expo; Adds New Divisioni =: 


: rg" ry Tt. 


i — 


late models, in addition to several s 
sions. The Thursday, October 6, 
remain the same, with the LaCro 
Sportsman and other support divisions. 

"We knew it was time for a change," state 
Speedway promotions director Dave No 
With all the popular tours that run in 
Midwest, we wanted to give the fans a " 
Oktoberfest Race Weekend that would 
them. It should be a very exciting week 
racing for both the fans and competitors. 

Fifteen different classes are slated t 
pete over the four-day event. Speedwe 
cials and Tour directors are still working out th 
final details. "We are fired up about this ne\ 
format and wanted to get this great news ot 
as soon as possible," added Noelke. 

For more information about the 36th 
Oktoberfest Race Weekend, conta 
Speedway at (608) 786-1525. ) 


r 
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The traditional huge crowds that gather for the annual Oktoberfest Race Weekend a i 
LaCrowws Fairgrounds Speedway will see a change in the programs format in 2005. 


(submitted photo) — 
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tinue to grow and become a springboard for — 
new drivers to race with the EWSC,” reasoned | 
the EWSC Board in its statement. i 
Responding to a growing demand from local ” 
racers, EWSC also has added a new entry- 
level division to its Saturday night format. The i 
new division will be titled the “Eastern Eights! 
and will be based around cars driven in local . 
Challenge and hobby stock divisions. wie 
As EWSC works to finalize the 2005 sched: _, 
ule, the Manitowoc Expo fair board and the . 
club have agreed to add Wednesday, August- 
24, to the race schedule, during the Manitowoc < 
County Fair. - 
To begin the inaugural EWSC season at ` 
Manitowoc, EWSC will host a “kick-off” event, 
on Saturday, April 30, with an open practice for - 
racers to test their cars; the grandstands will 
be open at no charge to fans. Also throughout. ; 
the day, the club will host a car sdhow and brat... 
fry behind the grandstands, and later music will < 
be provided for dancing and entertainement. - 
The EWSC season cpener is scheduled for the. 
following Saturday night, May 7. iy 
For more information, EWSC hosts a mem-. 
bership meeting open to the public on the sec- 
ond Monday of every month at 8 pm at the S & . 
R Bar and Restaurant, east of Plymouth on,_ 
Highway C. The next membership meeting will 
be on Monday, February 14, and 2005 rule- . 
books, brat fry tickets, memberships, season- 
passes, tentative schedules and car number, 
sign-up will be available at this meeting. 
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Baltes Book Signing Planned 
During RPM Workshops. 


GREEN LAKE, WI -- Earl Baltes, builder and promoter of Ohio's Eldora Speedway and: or 
Racing Promotion Monthly Auto Racing Promoter of the Year, plans to sign his newly rele 


| autobiographical book, "Ear!!!" written with motorsports journalist and author Dave Arga 
| on Thursday and Friday, February 10-11, during the 32nd RPM Promoters Workshop in 


Mary, FL. 


The signing, based on the projected release date of the book, is subject to change.- » K 
Baltes, who retired from promoting in 2004 after selling Eldora Speedway to NASCAR d 
Tony Stewart, received four Regional Promoter of the Year nominations and the industry's 


est award in 1993. 


Javr 


aapt a 


Argabright, who specializes in writing about motorsports, is a contributor to several natic . 
racing and automotive trade papers and magazines and does nationally televised broadcasting: 
work as well. His rhany professional honors include the "Outstanding Contribution to the: Sport" 4” 
award from the National Sprint Car Poll and tho "Frank Blunk. Award for Journalism” front the 2 
Eastern Motorsports Press Association, Argabright has authored hundreds of auto ‘facing: 


columns and short stories as well as thfee other books about racing and its personalities = 
‘Hawitt's Law" with Jack Hewitt, "Still Wide Open” with Brad Doty, and "American Scene” "> i 


Mofe information is avaiable from RPM al (920) 294-0830 
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Hatton Wins, b 


by Dean McLachlan 

WESTERN SPRINGS, New Zealand, 
Jan. 22 -- New Zealand took overall hon- 
ors in the four-test Springs Speedway 
World Midget Series, but it was American 
Scott Hatton who scorched to the individ- 
ual prize at Western Springs. 

The Illinois native celebrated his 41st 
birthday with a commanding win in the 
Prestigious 50-lap feature, just two days 
after winning the second biggest race of 
the season, a 30-lap feature. 

Hatton started from second on the grid 
but passed Kiwi hope Michael Pickens in 
lapped traffic ten laps into the race. The 
race restarted after accidents six times, 
but on each occasion Hatton not only 
fended off the challengers - he buried 
them. 

Pickens held on for second, and 
defending champion Bryce Townsend 
drove brilliantly to finish third from 21st - 
incredibly, in a borrowed car. American 
Davey Ray also rocked the field by finish- 


ing sixth from 25th on the grid. 


_ Almost half the 25-car field retired dur- 
ing the grueling race, and the USA’s Cory 
Kruseman accounted for three of them 
when the exhaust system fell off his car; 
Carl Worboys and Matt Thompson dam- 
aged their cars running over the debris, 
while Kruseman was subsequently 
ordered from the track for exceeding 


noise limits. 


In the test series the Americans, with 
54 points, cleaned up Australia (45) and 
New Zealand (43) on the night, but they 
didn't score enough points to stop the 
Kiwis from taking overali honors. The 
home team, on 416 points, finished just 
ten points clear of the Americans (406), 


with Australia well back (327). 


In the individual stakes Hatton not only 
won the top two races of the season, but 


by Paul Pittman 

STEVENS POINT, WI, Jan. 
22 -- Brian Coleman is spend- 
ing his Wisconsin winter off- 
season nursing a busted rib, 
which he suffered in his shop 
working on his race car. But 
Brian is resting easy and has 
time to heal. 7 

Coleman has a new driver 
for his number 4 outlaw 
winged 410 sprint car in 2005 
- Billy Balog - and the team’s 
plan is to run as much of the 


Interstate Racing Associ- - 


ation’s ‘05 schedule as possi- 
ble. 

Balog’s name is new to rac- 
ing in the Midwest. That’s 
because he hails from the 
thriving racing community of 
Fairbanks - Alaska! Billy's 
father Bruce is from Barron, 
WI, and had turned his share 
of laps around Rice Lake and 
other western Wisconsin ven- 
ues, which explains how a 
guy from Alaska would find 
his way into the seat of a 
sprint car. 

Billy got his first taste 
behind the wheel in 2000 in 
the GFRA Sprint Series in 
Alaska, where he set a new 
track record and earned a 
championship in the 360 divi- 
sion. The 2001 season saw a 
runner-up finish in the Alaska 
State Shoot-Out Series. In 
2002 Billy changed directions 
and found himself behind the 
wheel of an asphalt late 
model, where he finished the 
season with the most trips to 
victory lane at the Palmer, AK, 


facility. 
Over the past two seasons 
Billy headed south to 


Washington state, where he 
wheeled a late model for Dan 
Cunningham. But he never 
forgot his roots and brought 
his sprint car with him, racing 
in approximately eight events 
each season. Aa 
Enter Jimmy Vilz. Vilz is a 
friend of Billy's father In 
Barron; he is also a good 
friend of Brian Coleman and 
knew that Coleman ts still 
ing for someone to grow 
a nis race team. Just how 
Vilz talked a car owner from 
Wisconsin into hiring a driver 
from Alaska is unclear, but 
whatever was said worked. 
In the month before 
Thanksgiving 2004, Billy 
drove from Washington 


“Balog 


of the competition.” 


he was also the most consistent driver 
during the four-test series. The former 
Chili Bowl champion and current Badger 
Series champ said his week in New 
Zealand was a career highlight. 

“It doesn’t get any better,” Hatton said. 
“It’s unbelievable that we've come down . 
here and done so well given the standard 


The speedway season at Western 
Springs has now come to a premature 
close, with the last five meetings of the 
season cancelled. The focus now shifts 
to court proceedings, with a High Court 


Alaska Phenom to Wheel Sp 


Brian Coleman’s new car, which was purchased from IRA 


Scott Hatton won the 2005 International Midget World Series January 21 in 
Auckland, NZ. Hatton, shown racing at Angeil Park Speedway in August 
2004, was the 2004 Badger Midget Series champion; this is the same car 
with which he won in New Zealand. 


season. 


Individual Points: Scott Hatton, USA (131); 
Shaun Insley, NZ (118); Michael Kendali, NZ 


(116). 


yer Da 


champ Scott Neitzel, is ready to race. Coleman has 
employed the services of Billy Balog, a former resident of 
Fairbanks, AK, to turn the wheel for 2005. The team plans 
to run a majority of the 2005 IRA schedule with several 


chassis and motors to work with. 


to Alaska where he packed up 
his belongings, then drove 
back to Washington, gathered 
the balance of his racing shop 
and headed east to 
Wisconsin. "You should have 
seen it," commented Billy on 
the drive. "It was something. | 
gave all my old tires and stuff 
that | knew ! wouldn't need to 
my buddies up in Alaska, 
since freight bills are so high 
to have anything shipped up 
there at all. My brother-in-law 
and | loaded up my one (race) 
car on my open trailer, sat the 
other chassis in the tire rack 
and hit the road." After a slight 
silence, followed by a laugh, 
Billy continued, "! guess | 
should have taken a picture, 
but we just wanted to get to 
Wisconsin.” 

Billy didn’t just come to 
Wisconsin to race. An accom- 
plished heavy-duty truck 
mechanic, Billy's abilities were 


(Linda Worden photo) 
quickly tapped by a shop in 
nearby Cameron, WI. "This is 
great,” said Billy. “Brian and 
his family have been so good 
to me already; we are already 
starting to act like a big family. 
This is going to be new and 
take some time. The 410s will 
be a new experience for me, 
but | am looking forward to it. | 
have heard so much about 
the area, and now | am get- 
ting a chance to be a part of it. 

“We are all looking forward 
to the upcoming season. | feel 
comfortable in a sprint car and 
am so grateful for this oppor- 
tunity.” 

Becoming a part of the 
Coleman family has had its 
moments. "We ordered a 
brand new seat for the car 
and Billy," stated Brian, "and 
Billy has been chomping at 
the bit for over a month to get 
that new seat. Well, it arrived 
the other day, so we had to 


CLS Awards Fest Set for March 12 


NEW RICHMOND, WI -- The Cedar Lake Speedway will 
hold its annual awards banquet on Saturday, March 12, at the 
Grand Casino in Hinckley, MN. 
Social hour begins at 4 pm with a buffet dinner starting at 
5:30 and awards and entertainment to follow. Tickets are 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


hearing in approximately three months - 
time hopefully set to resolve the issue of 
noise limits at the venue. 

Springs Speedway promoter Dave 
Stewart said he was thrilled to have such 
a fantastic night of racing to complete the 


Feature: Scott Hatton (USA); Michael Pickens 
(NZ); Bryce Townsend (NZ); Michael Kendall 
(NZ); Shaun Insley (NZ); Davey Ray (USA); 
Steven Currie (NZ); Dave Darland (USA); Scott 
Buckley (NZ); Lance Beale (NZ). 


rinter on IRA Tour 


| 


-~C 
ad on lap 134 
Pollard and never looked back in winnir 
at the 3/4th-mile USA International Speec 
Nothern drivers captured the top four 
“north-south” shootout which featured drivers 
traveling series. | 
Eddie Hoffman of Wheaton, IL, finished second, followed by 
Pat Kelly of Morris, IL, and Mike Rowe of Turner, ME. The top 
Florida finisher was Jay Middleton of Lake City, 
Menard, the 2004 LaCrosse (WI) peedway | 
late model champion and regional titlist, and an ave | 


~ 


WI, took the 


Weekend October 6-9 at LaCrosse. 
RESULTS _ 
1-10: Charlie Menard (WI), Eddie Hoffman (IL), Pat Kelly (IL), Mike | 
Christopher 


Rowe (ME), Jay Middieton (FL), Justin Drawdy (FL), Ted C 
Travis Kittleson (FL), Chuck Barnes (KY), Wayne Anderson (FL) 


Series Announced 


ROCKFORD, IL, January 27 -- Officials have announced the 
formation of the Big 8 Limited Late Model Series in southern 
Wisconsin and northern Illinois. 

The eight-race series will open on April 2, highlighting the 
Saturday night portion of the 28th annual Spring Classic at 
Rockford Speedway with a 58-lap contest. The top 16 qualifiers 
will automatically advance to a 24-car feature starting field thet 
pays $1,000 to win and $150 to start. 

“We feel this format, along with our inversion process of five 
plus the roll of the die, will provide both drivers and fans with 
great racing action,” commented Series race director Tom 
Powell. Twenty-eight teams competed during the inaugural Big 
8 event last fall at Rockford. 

Madison (WI) International Speedway will host the second 
stop on the series, on Sunday afternoon, May 1, along with a 
second visit to be announced. Completing the Big 8 Limited 
Late Model Series season will be the 40th National Short Track 
Championship at Rockford on Friday, September 23, while the 
Series champion will be crowned during the Oktoberfest Race 
Weekend at LaCrosse (WI) Fairgrounds Speedway on October 
6-9. 

Additional dates are currently being confirmed with tracks 
across the region. £ 

Based on area limited late model rules, cars will be allowed to 
run a 10.8:1 compression engine with a Holley 4412 carburetor 
at a minimum weight of 2,800 Ibs, with a 42-percent 
bias. All races will be run on Goodyear D2562 and D2 

Big 8 technical director Greg Folk added, “ 
to unify limited late model rules and provide these 
opportunity to travel to some of the best area tracks.” 

Participants, tracks or sponsors interested in the Big 8 Limited 
Late Model Series are invited to call Gregg McKarns at (815) 
633-1500. Entries for the opening event will hit mailboxes in 
early March. 


(Bob Cruse photo) 


RESULTS 


set Billy up! We took the new 
seat out of the box and put it 
in the ice fishing shed. Then 
we took the old seat out of my 
old car and put it in the box. 
Then we told Billy his new 
seat was in. He was like a kid 
at Christmas - until he opened 
up the box and pulled out the 
old, used, bent-up seat! 

"He was mad as hell when 
he pulled that out. We had to 
tell him fast about what we 


PERFORMANCE SPECIAL TIES RACING 
Y 
8th Annual 


Customer Appreciation Party 


Celebrating Our 10th Year in Business! 


eRace Cars on Display 

Street Rods on Display 

eFREE Brats & Hot Dogs 

eFREE Beer and Pop 

Product Representatives on Hand 
FANTASTIC DEALS °9C€ the Latest Products 

ON EVERYTHING IN *Bring Your Family & Friends 

THE STORE! ex. = =. 

PRICES REDUCED || >.) amma n p 
ON EVERYTHING ee +: 

FROM 10% TO 30%! 


The Latest in Racing 
Parts From A to Z 
ALL ON SALE 


NOTICE: No Steel will be cut or picked up on Saturday. You must call in advance for any steel pickup. 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 26, 2005 


11am to 8 pm 


ait Take Hwy. 14 South to Hwy. 138 Exit. 


Go Right to South Perry Parkway. Go Left 
608-835-7415 


Racing Season is Just 
Around the Corner 


to Union Rd. Go Left 1/3-Mile. On the Left. 
1088 Union Rd., Oregon, WI 53575. 


both indicated they will be racing during the Oktoberfest Race | 


New Limited LM _ 
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Danny Lasoski (20) races under the checkered flag for the $10,000 victory on 
Saturday, February 5, at East Bay Raceway Park’s 410 Sprint Winternationals finale. 
(Neil Miller photo) 


Kinser’s Win at East Bay | Lasoski Comes from 20th to Win East Bay | Prelim n 


Makes for Great Birthday 


TAMPA, FL, Feb. 3 -- Kelly 
Kinser celebrated his 43rd 
birthday Thursday night at 
East Bay Raceway Park by 
leading wire-to-wire in the 25- 
lap 410 Sprint Winternationals 
on the second night of the 
four-night series. 

As the field came out of 
turn 4 for the checkered flag, 
Kinser had to take evasive 
action to miss what he 
described as “a big pile-up.” 
The incident which scrambled 
cars trying to make it to the 
finish was a two-car tangle 
involving Greg Wilson and 
Jeff Shepard. 

Rain midway in the B-main 
delayed action one hour and 
caused a flurry of activity in 


the pits, with crews making 
changes to their cars based 


on the added moisture in the 
track. 

Kinser, who started on the 
pole, got the bite down the 
front stretch and led the field 
into turn 1. Already into 
lapped traffic on lap 5, Kinser 
zipped around the third-mile 
clay oval and stretched his 
lead with every lap. By mid- 
race he had a comfortable 
margin over Danny Lasoski, 
who then was overtaken by 
Danny Smith for second by 
lap 17. 

With five laps to go Kinser 
had three lapped cars 
between himself and Smith, 
but he struggled to lap Jason 
Sides on a track narrowed by 


AS. 


the rain. With one lap to go he 
concentrated on holding his 
line and pocketed the win just 
ahead of the quickly-closing 
Smith. 

Lasoski held off Chad 
Kemenah for third, and Jason 
Meyers crossed fifth. 
Kemenah had to change an 
engine and only got one lap 
on the clock for time trials; he 
set fast time but was relegat- 
ed to the seventh starting spot 
for timing out of order. 

The 20-lap Florida mini- 
sprint feature winner was 
Dereck King. 

RESULTS 
410 SPRINTS 

Qualifying: Chad Kemenah, 
12.233 secs. 

Heat 1: Jeff Shepard, Sammy 
Swindell, Jimmy Nier. 

Heat 2: Greg Hodnett, Craig 
Dollansky, Jason Soiwoid. 

Heat 3: Greg Wilson, Kemenah, 
Cody Geldart. 

Heat 4: Jason Sides, Zach 
Chappell, Paul May. 

B Main: Jason Meyers, Terry 
McCari, Nick Nabor. 

A Main: Kelly Kinser, Danny 
Smith, Danny Lasoski, Kemenah, 
Meyers, Josh Wells, Trevor Lewis, 


Fred Rahmer, McCarl, Kevin 
Swindell. 

Dash: Jered Fox, Tom Busch, 
Brian Leppo. 
MINI-SPRINTS 


Heat Winners: Steve Buckwaiter; 
Travis Senter, Jr.; Brett Arndt; Gary 
Linderman. 

B Main: Ron Taggart, Larney 
Johnson. 

Feature: Dereck King, Jim 
Brookens, Buckwalter, Arndt, 
Senter, Linderman, Jimmy Glenn, 
George Ulmer, Terry Monroe, John 
Paynter. 
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Wisconsin’s Racing Magazine 


A Magazine 
Specializing 
in Driver 
Biographies, 
Profiles 
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at 
Wisconsin’s 
Tracks 
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Don’t Miss Out 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


$15.00 for 1 Year (12 issues) 
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1037 W. Wisconsin St., Portage, WI 53901 
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The Checkered Flag Racing rou 


TAMPA, FL, Feb. 4 -- Danny Lasoski 
won the third and final preliminary night 
of the 29th annual 410 Sprint 
Winernationals at East Bay Raceway 
Park Friday night. 

For all three shows Lasoski’s team had 
timed poorly. So after starting deep in 
20th spot for the 25-lap A-main, Lasoski 
“got his elbows up” and drove to the win. 
Five attempts were made to get the first 
lap of the A-main in the books, so track 
officials ordered a single-file start. Jimmy 
Nier showed the way for the first three 
rounds, followed by Kelly Kinser, while 
Chad Kemenah and Jason Meyers took 
turns in third. Lasoski used the high line 
to move up to sixth by lap 6, and Meyers 
surged into the lead on lap 8 as Lasoski 
passed Freddy Rahmer for fifth. 


TAMPA, FL, Feb. 5.-- Having to deal with | 
lapped cave for 43 of he 50 lape bute rAMi di 
annual East Bay 410 Sprint Winternationals on 
his way to a $10,000 victory, Danny Lasoski 
rode the high groove for most of the race but 
won for the second night in a row. 

Tires were the key, as Lasoski’s crew chief, 
Jimmy Carr, went with a soft-compound tire, 
and Lasoski stayed out of the rubber that had 
laid down on the track except when passing 
lapped cars. 

Sammy Swindell led the first four laps, while 
Lasoski, who started fifth, was second by lap 2, 
and he dove inside to take the lead on lap 5. 
Lapped traffic entered the picture by lap 7, 
while a fast-charging Craig Dollansky was 
already up from tenth to third. But on lap 10 
Brian Leppo spun and stalled. 

On the restart Dollansky went outside on 
Swindell and powered into second. As the laps 
ticked off, the two front-runners skirted the 
track up by the outside wall until on lap 26, 
when the turbulence from the sprint car wings 
blew the backstretch gate open, bringing out 
the yellow and making a fuel stop necessary. 

As the field went back to green, Lasoski and 


With an inside move on Kemenah, 
Lasoski then advanced to fourth on lap 9, 
and he next got by Kinser and Nier by lap 
11. Lasoski went under Meyers and 
streaked ahead to lead lap 14. 

Nier was running third when he clipped 
the wheel of the lapped car of Josh Wells 
on Jap 15, and while safety crews cleared 
the track the teams stopped to refuel. 
Once the green again waved, Lasoski 
went high and held off Meyers, while 
Kemenah, Kinser and Nier completed the 
top five. 

The 20-lap Florida mini-sprint feature 
went to Steve Buckwalter. Fast timer of 
the 40 cars on hand, Craig Dollansky, 
failed to qualify through his heat and had 
to start the A-main seventh after coming 
from the B-main. 


410 SPRINTS 
Qualifying: Craig Daley, 12.166 secs. | . 
Heat 1: Lance Dewease, Jason S tf 

secur a 

Heat 2: Jeff Shepard, Josh Wells, J 


Meyers. 
Heat 3: Jason Sides, Sammy Swindell, Ke 
Swindell. 
Heat 4: Danny Lasoski, Fred naa 


Leppo. 

B Main: Dollansky, Greg Wilson, Terry McCarl. 

A Main: Danny Lasoski, Meyers, Chad 
Kemenah, Kinser, Jimmy Nier, McCarl, Rahmer, - 
Swindell, Greg Hodnett, Sides. 

Dash: Paul May, Clint Gamer, Jeena Giarmaii£, 
MINI-SPRINTS 


Wells Wins First of Career in East Bay 41 0 


Winternaťis 


TAMPA, FL, Feb. 2 -- An 
elated Josh Wells climbed 
from his car after his first 
career win during the opening 
night of the 29th annual 410 
Sprint Winternationals at East 
Bay Raceway Park Wednes- 
day night. E 

in a great start to his sixth 
year of racing 410 sprinters, 
the happy Thomasville, PA, 
winner went through tech and 
crossed the scales to make 
his first win official, then gave 
thanks to his crew, his parents 
and grandfather, Bill Beltz, for 
their help and support. 

With 42 cars on hand for 
time trials, Wells drew number 
one and his time heid up for 
fourth-fastest overall, behind 
fast qualifier Chad Kemenah. 
For the 25-lap A-main Wells 
started in row 2, and Greg 
Hodnett led the first lap. The 
only pause in the feature 
came immediately for a Jack 
Pillon flip into the outside wall; 
the driver was okay. 

Wells then hooked up and 
drove into the lead on lap 3. 
Running high arouhd the 
third-mile clay oval, the leader 
put two lapped cars between 


Midwest Teching School Taking Shape 


TWIN LAKES, WI -- Five Star Stock Car Bodies and Madison International Speedway promoter Steve Einhaus are preparing 


Opener 


himself and Hodnett by lap 6 
and had a half-straightaway 
lead by lap 7. By lap 10 Gary 
Wright took second away from 
Hodnett with an inside move, 
but Wright lost power on lap 
13 and pulled to the infield. 

Wells now had a full 
straightaway lead over 
Hodnett, but by lap 19 
Hodnett was challenged by 
Craig Dollansky and 
Kemenah. Dollansky used an 
inside move to pass Hodnett 
with four laps to go, and one 
lap later Kemenah took third, 
but Wells easily held on for 
his first victory, over 
Dolilansky, Kemenah, Hodnett 
and Kelly Kinser. 

The Florida mini-sprint fea- 
ture went to Michael Dicely. 

On Tuesday morning, the 
eighth annual Florida Golf 
Classic was put on by the 
National Sprint Car Hall of 
Fame and Museum in con- 
junction with East Bay 
Raceway Park, at the 
Summerfield Crossing Golf 
Club in Riverview. The win- 
ning team consisted of Gary 
Wright, Richard Woodle, Mike 
Smith and Bobby Dorsey. 


Craig Dollansky (7) gives chase during the opening 


night of the 410 Sprint Winternationals at East Bay 
Raceway Park on February 2. Dollansky finished sec- 


ond in the A-main. 
RESULTS 

410 SPRINTS 

Qualifying: Chad Kemenah, 
12.208 secs. 

Heat 1: Gary Wright, Brian Leppo, 
Kemenah. 

Heat 2: Paul May, Spud Gustin, 
Lance Dewease 

Heat 3: Danny Smith, Terry 
McCar\, Danny Lasoski. 

Heat 4: Jeff Shepard, Jason 
Meyers, Sammy Swindell. 

B Main: Fred Rahmer, Kelly 
Kinser, Nick Naber 

A Main: Josh Wells, Craig 
Doliansky, Kemenah, Greg Hodnett, 


(Neil Miller photo) 

Kinser, Rahmer, Meyers, Lasoo; 
McCarl, DeWease. 

Dash: Erin Crocker, Greg Wison, 
Jimmy Hurley. 
MINI-SPRINTS 

Heat Winners Jimmy Glenn; Gary 
Linderman; Christopher ene" 
Michael Dicely. 

B Main Larney Johnson, Ron 
Taggart. 

Feature: Dicely, Travis Senter, 

, Steve Buckwater, Jim Brookens, 
Gaade Uimer, Darryl Wills, 'Deteck 
King, Linderman, Brett Amdt, John 
Craddock. 


new school for auto racing technical inspectors. The class will be held Saturday, March 26, from 8 am-5 pm at Five Star's offic 
at 36728 89th Street in Twin Lakes. ; 


“Over the years of going from track to track, it’s amazing to see ail of the inconsistencies and differing philosophies on how t 
properly tech an entire race car,” Einhaus explained. “As a new promoter this is one of my biggest areas of concern, Teching pro 
cedure at my track is crucial to the success of the Speedway. This school came to mind after we had our alliance meeting at 
end of 2004. So many people have different outlooks on different ways to do the teching that we thought, what better way to 
than by bringing in the experts? ; 

“We have instructors and tech officials coming from all over the Midwest. Anyone that is affiliated with a track in the Upp 


Midwest as a tech official can attend.” 


Einhaus indicated that the class will feature many different instructors coming in to talk about proper techniques on € 


from safety to engines. Bill Simpson's Impact Racing Corporation indicated that it plans to send a spokesman to update the la S 
on its new designs, Ron Varney of the ASA Late Model Series will provide crate motor guidance, and Dave Rodder of the Broc 
Head Corporation will tackle the subject of ACE headed engine examination. 


Fritz Augustine of the Hooters Pro Cup Series has been asked to attend and instruct the class; Augustine is one of t 
knowledgable tech people in racing, and his direction will be a huge asset to the class and gives tech officials extra 


attend. 


According to Einhaus, “We are getting calls from racers who want to donate their cars to the school so we can look th 
ard talk about a little of everything. It gives them a bit of a sense of security by offering them to us. We are not going to 


apart, but just talk about proper ways to do things in a constructive fashion.” 


Invitations to the classes can be requested by contacting Einhaus at (630) 212-6022 or by e-ma 


<miseinhaus@yahoo.com>. 


i 


February 9, 2005 


The Checkered Flag Racing New 


Kemenah is Si 


— qy = 
~ 


J + 
m np a 
a y 
| A | 
i f 
5 | 
MAGE 
= ‘ 
%9 


* 
TF 
> 


4 - 

TAMPA, FL, Jan. 29 -- Chad Ki 
posed in victory lane wearing the. 
that designated him as the sixth di 
winner of the 'King ‘of the 36 
Winternationals at East Bay Racewa 
Park. Since 2002, the $10,000-to-win 
race has also served as the fourth annual 
Ronald Laney Memorial. 

Kemenah’s winning move under Gary 
Wright came late in the 40-lap finale. 
Kemenah watched leader Wright try to 
out-guess two lapped cars Struggling to 
hold their line, and when Wright went 
high to clear Mike Brecht, Kemenah went 
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; n when the first ‘came i Heat 5 Ss 
out on lap 19:for Greg Leonard's spin. gr == 
Kemenah was now running second but Heat 3: Te 
was four lengths back of Wright by lap Mike Brecht. 
25. On the next lap Wright bounced out a 
groove and Kemenah closed, but Kenny 
Adams actually passed Kemenah for 


second; the pass was wiped away when A Main: Chad Kemenah, - 
ow and took the lead on lap 37. Jesse Giannetto’s car lost power in front Adams, Danny Martin, Jr., } 
emenah and Wright were on the front of Wright, who actually hit the wall trying Chasrol Jaineoa Sianna 


row at the start, and on the initial lap 
Wright charged into the lead. By lap 3 
Wright stretched his lead over Danny 
Martin, Jr., to five car-lengths, with 
Kemenah an equal distance back in third. 


to avoid Giannetto. 
When racing resumed Wright led 
eos and Adams until they caught 
e back of the field, and Kemenah used raddotk Gottschalk, Randy 
that traffic to surge in front on lap 37. ap i z 


Chad Kemenah takes the win in the “King of the 360s” 


Winternationals A-main at East Bay Raceway Park 
January 29. 


29. 


(Neil Miller photo) 


Gary Wright collected the make-up 360 sprint feature at 
East Bay Raceway Park in Florida on Saturday, January 


(Neil Miller photo) 


Wright Wins 360 
Winternat’ls Make-Up 


TAMPA, FL, Jan. 29 -- Gary Wright worked hard to win the 
20-lap make-up 360 sprint race on Saturday afternoon, after 
Friday night’s entire program was rained out, at East Bay 


Raceway Park. 


Leonard Wins on 360s 


Night 2 at East Bay 


TAMPA, FL, Jan. 27 -- 
Greg Leonard after led all 25 
laps of the second preliminary 
night of the four-day seventh 
annua! 360 Winternationals at 
East Bay Raceway Park 
Thursday night. | 

After an early yellow on lap 
2, Leonard diced through traf- 
fic for the next 21 laps, 
chased by Danny Martin, 
Terry McCarl and Gary 
Wright. 

After timing 12th, Leonard 
started on pole after two 
faster cars were unable to 
make it past the C-main and 
four other cars who timed 
faster had to run the “B”. 
Leonard showed the way the 
entire distance despite a yel- 
low flag with two laps to go. 

The only drama was to see 
if second-place Martin, suffer- 
ing with a bent front wing, 
could catch him. But on the 
last lap Martin pulled a wheel- 


ie because of his lack of front- 
end downforce and lost his 
spot when McCarl and Wright 
zipped by. Zach Chappell and 
Kenny Adams rounded out 
the top five. 

It was the second “big-time” 
win for Leonard within the last 
three months here driving for 
Car Owner and driver Tom 
Winegardner, Sr. After 
Winegardner had open-heart 
Surgery this past summer, he 
picked the 22-year-old 
Leonard to get behind the 
wheel of his car. 

The winner of the 
Strawberry Dash was Mike 
Schroeder, and the 20-lap 
mini-sprint winner was Duane 
Harbaugh. 4, 

RESULTS 
360 SPRINTS 
Qualifying: Kenny Adams, 13.364 


Heat 1: Tony Bruce, Jr., Glenn 
Styers, Zach Chappell. 
Heat 2: Chad Layton, Gary 


Greg Leonard dominated all 25 laps of the seconf A- 
main of the 360 Winternationals in Tampa, FL, on 


January 27. 


Wright, Branson Maeschen. 

Heat 3: Paul Sides, Terry McCarl, 
Kyle Patrick. + 

Heat 4: Greg Leonard, Mike 
Becht, Wayne Johnson. 

C Main: Tighe Schloss, Mike 
Chad, Cody Geldart. 

B Main: Geldart, Chad Kemenah, 
Chad. 


A Main: Leonard, McCarl, Wright, 
Danny Martin, Jr., C! , Adams, 
Chad, Kemenah, Johnson, Kelly 


(Neil Miller photo) 


Kinser. 

Dash: Mike Schroeder, Danny 
Jones, Nick Fratto. 
MINI-SPRINTS 

wae Winners: George Ulmer; 


Feature: Harbaugh, Jim 
Brookens, Ron Taggart, Ulmer, John 
Craddock, Jim Young, Eddie Moss, 
Jr., Ralf Herrero, James Fairfield, 
Jason Brown, - 


s~ As the third-mile clay surface took rubber quickly in the fea- 
-ture, the tall Texan finished with a right-rear tire that was down 
ito the cords. Starting third in a field of 24 cars, he took the lead 
.on lap 9 and became the third different winner in the seventh 
annual King of 360s preliminary events. 

The race distance was shortened from 25 to 20 laps when it 
was determined that there were not enough of the harder 
Hoosier 55 tires for the starting field; Hoosier F-35s were then 
required for the right-rear. 
ys, On the initial green there was a three-car incident, including 
flips by Kyle Patrick and Cody Geldart. All drivers were okay, 
-and after one lap was recorded Jesse Gianneto lost power. On 
‘the restart Greg Wilson led Wright for six laps before catching 
the back of the field on lap 8. i 
~ But as Wilson’s car developed a push, Wright got by him on 

Jap 9. Then after the last yellow on lap 11 for debris, Wright built 

a six car-length lead by lap 13. Carefully working around lapped 
cars, Wright finished four seconds ahead of Wilson, with Kenny 
Adams, Jason Sides and Trevor Lewis also pulling off top-five 
finishes. 

Chad Kemenah set fast time over the 41-car field. The 
Strawberry Dash was scratched from the program due to time 
constraints. 


RESULTS 
360 SPRINTS A Main: Wright, Wilson, Adams, 
Qualifying: Chad Kemenah, J. Sides, Lewis, Zach Chappell, 
13.033 secs. Kemenah, Stewart, Paul Sides, 
Heat 1: Wayne Johnson, Greg Johnson. 
Wilson, Kemenah. MINI-SPRINTS 
Heat 2: Cody Geldart, Danny Heat Winners: Michael Dicely; 
Martin, Jr., Gary Wright. Duane Harbaugh. 


Feature: Dicely, Darryl Wills, 
Dereck King, John Craddock, Ron 
Taggart, Jim Brookens, Jesse Teed, 
Harbaugh, George Ulmer, Jim 
Young. 


Heat 3: Kenny Adams, Trevor 
Lewis, Tony Bruce, Jr. 
Heat 4: Kelly Kinser, Chad 
, Terry McCari. 
B Main: Jason Sides, Darren 
Stewart, Ricky Stenhouse, Jr. 


Martin Wins 360 Sprint 


IRA Readies for 2005 Season 


McHENRY, IL -- Plans are in the final stages for what looks to 
be a banner year for the IRA Outlaw Sprint Series. 

Series title sponsor Bumper to Bumper Auto Parts will contin- 
ue its support and has increased its contribution toward what 
should be a Series-record points fund. Also, long-time supporter 
United Trailers is also returning as an associate Series sponsor. 

The 2005 Series schedule will be formally released soon, as 


a few late dates are yet to be fit in logistically for the regional _ 


traveling series. However, some evnt dates have been finalized. 
IRA has announced that WISSOTA’s 2004 “Track of the 
Year,” the Deer Creek Speedway in Spring Valley, MN, will host 


the Series for the first time, on June 25. Freeport (IL) Raceway ` 


Park also reappears on this year’s IRA calendar, after a five- 
year absence. 


Main-stay IRA venues such as the Dodge County : 


Fairgrounds in Beaver Dam, WI; Sheboygan (WI) County Fair 
Park, Wilmot (WI) Speedway, Cedar Lake Speedway in New 
Richmond, WI; Superior (WI) Speedway, Grant County (WI) 
Speedway, Langlade County (WI) Speedway, The Raceway at 
Powercom Park in Beaver Dam, WI; the Powercom Speedzone 
in Oshkosh, WI; and the Red Cedar Speedway in Menomonie, 
Wi, have all locked in dates on the Series schedule, while 
lowa’s Knoxville Raceway, Cresco Speedway and Echo Valley 
Speedway also have dates secured. 

Several other facilities remain in the mix, including a pair in 
Michigan, but scheduling logistics are still being worked out. 

The IRA has traditionally presented one of the highest mem- 
ber-supported car counts per event in winged 410 sprint car 
racing, and that is expected to continue in 2005. Current IRA 
champion Scotty Neitzel will defend his title, while former 


champs Joe Roe, Kim Mock and John Haeni hope to regain the 
throne. Another past champion, Donny Goeden, also hopes to 
be in the mix. The vast majority of current IRA competitors is 
slated to return in 2005, along with a few of the tour’s popular 
runners from years past. 
_ The IRA will again be supporting World of Outlaw-sanctioned 
events in the Upper Midwest in 2005, albeit in a non-points role. 
In past years this has created some of the largest sprint car 
event car counts and most competitive racing on the World of 
Outlaws schedule. 

The 30-race IRA points-paying event schedule will be 
announced soon. For information regarding the Series, call 
(815) 759-9269. 
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STACKABLE 
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Winternationals Opener 


TAMPA, FL, Jan. 26 -- An forced to move inside to put 


excited Danny Martin, Jr., 
went to victory lane at his 
home track during the open- 
ing night of the seventh annu- 
al King of 360s Winternation- 
als at East Bay Raceway Park 
Wednesday night. 

Martin timed in 12th fastest 
of 47 entries, but five faster 
timers failed to transfer to the 
A-main from their heats, and 
after the inversion he was on 
the pole. 

Martin instantly pulled to a 
three-second lead by lap 3 
over Darren Stewart. He was 
on the heels of the back of the 
field by lap 5 and had put 
Johnny Gilbertson down a lap 
just as the first yellow came 
out for two multi-car tangles. 

Martin continued his domi- 
nance by using the high 
groove, but on lap 18 he was 


another lapped car behind 
him. Martin finished with a 
lapped car between himself 
and Stewart, who finished 
second. Jason Sides got 
around Gary Wright, who was 
held up by a lapped car. Chad 
Kemenah, the night's fast 
timer, managed a fifth-place 
finish. 
RESULTS 

360 SPRINTS 

Qualifying: Chad Kemenah, 
13.406 secs. 

Heat 1: Kenny Adams, Steve 
Darvalics, Darren Stewart. 

Heat 2: Greg Wilson, Mike Chad, 
Johnny Anderson 

Heat 3: Sport Allen, 
Wingardner, Paul Sides 

Heat 4: Gary Wright, Robert 
Pillon, Jesse Giannetto. 

C Main: Chad Layton, Cody 
Geldart, Frank Carlsson 

B Main: Kemenah, Terry McCarl, 
Layton. 

A Main: Danny Martin, Jr., 
Stewart, Jason Sides, Wright, 


Tom 


Danny Martin, Jr. (00) negotiates his way by Kenny 
Adams (4) during the opening round of the East Bay 
Raceway Park 360 Winternationals in Tampa, FL. 


Kemenah, Mike Becht, Greg 
Leonard, Adams, Layton, Wilson. 
Dash: Cody Geldart, Brian 
Maddox, Dary! Smith 
MINI-SPRINTS 
Heat Winners: Eddie Moss, Jr.: 


(Neil Miller photo) 


John Craddock 

Feature: Jim Brookens, Dereck 
King, George Ulmer, Craddock, 
Duane Harbaugh, Paul Gottschalk, 
Jim Young, Moss, Ron Taggart. 
Harold Matthews 


In the shop, in the hauler or in the pits these 
new, strong, unique STACKSTANDS jackstands 
take up so much less space than conventional 
jackstands because they're stackable! 
@Light Weight @Stackable @Strong 


Stick For More Details Go to 
S ds www.stackstands.com 


en tee keds Capacity 


@Stable 


stings 


.. Footprint . . .Single Price . . .Set of 4 


Size 


9” Jackstand. .. 3,000 Lbs. .. .8"x12” ...... TE DR E, $60 
12” Jackstand . . .3,500 Lbs... .12"x15"...... $28 ........$112 
14” Jackstand. ,.3,500 Lbs. . .13°x16"...... BUS « cao one $132 


WOW...FREE SHIPPING WHEN YOU 
PURCHASE A SET OF 4! 


fma ) -1 - 782-7072 
ai > ik ‘oars - Clintonville, WI 
eb: www.gsrkartway.com 


-Mail: 
twag tón GO 
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by Kevin Ramsell 


__ CAMBRIDGE, WI, January 25 ~- Roy Kenseth, owner of RK 
| Race Promotions, has announced that the date for the DeWalt 
| All-Star Challenge at Wisconsin International Raceway in 
| Kaukauna has been changed to Tuesday, June 21. It will still 
be a Wisconsin Challenge Series-sanctioned event. The 
change was made to avoid a conflict with another super late 


| mode! special in Wisconsin. 


“My goal with this show is for the fans in the Fox Valley 
area to see Matt (Kenseth) come back and race at a track that 
Kenseth stated. “I also want the fans 
in Wisconsin to have an opportunity to see ail of the special 
events that the area race tracks will offer. | don't want to put 
(fans) in a position where they have to make a tough choice. 
We reviewed other tracks’ 2005 schedules and saw a possibie 
conflict. | felt it was in the best interest for everyone in racing - 
fans, drivers and other tracks - that we change our date.” 

Kenseth also stated that the advance ticket on-sale date will 
be announced in a future press release. A VIP package will 


has helped his career,” 


also be available. 


| thing to do.” 


RK Promotions Changes 
WIR Race Date 


Kenseth has also stated that he is working on having other 
NASCAR stars at this event. “This is going to be a fun event, 
| and | feel that changing the date to June 21 was the right 


Rt e Oaa a 
Luxemburg Promoters, 
Kewaunee Co. Come to Terms 


LUXEMBURG, WI -- The 
promoters of Luxemburg 
Speedway's weekly Friday 
night program and a 
Kewaunee County committee 
have agreed to terms for rent- 
ing the fairgrounds in 2005. 

Late last year the 
Kewaunee County 
Promotions and Recreation 
Committee had proposed a 
per-event rent increase of 
$275 per night for use of the 
grounds. Track operators 


Lakeshore Motorsports 
Promotions flatly rejected the 
proposed increase. On 


Monday, January 24, the 
committee backed off on its 
earlier demands and agreed 
to keep the rental agreement 


of $1,600 per evening the™ 


same. The committee's vote 
was unanimously in favor. 
“We're very relieved, to say 


LGR Rumors Laid to Rest: | 


the least,” said track manager 
Rick Gorai. "Once the com- 
mittee realized that as track 
promoters we're already pay- 
ing the highest rent in the 
area | think it opened their 
eyes a little bit. We're confi- 
dent we can work together in 
a cooperative effort with our 
county leaders from this day 
forward.” 

Lakeshore's rental agree- 
ment also includes a one-dol- 
lar-per-ticket surcharge on all 
adult tickets. By agreeing to 
terms both parties avoided 
going to arbitration, which 
County promotions and recre- 
ation director Mark Kanz said 
would have been a “lose-lose 
Situation.” 

Goral expects to have the 
season schedule finalized 
within the next few weeks. 
Among the special events 
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LOVES PARK, IL, January 31 — ; 
400 , crew members, Pad RASCAR T E, Short Tracker ~ i 
sors, fans and officials gathered Brett McCoy received his second « a 
29, at the Forest Hills _ pionship in four years, while Scott 


Saturday, January 
Lodge to honor the 2004 Rockford 


Speedway 


Following opening comments from 
Speedway president Jody Deery, 
Speedway general manager Gregg 
McKarns and NASCAR's Clem Droste, 


the took the 


Figure- -8 train race champions Jim 
Daugherty and Joe Pirrello began the 
parade, followed by Homet champ Mark 
Bielefeldt. Deanna Hurd spoke highly of 
her Winged Women on Wheels competi- 
tors in her reception speech, as did fig- 
ure-8 champion Lorron Strahorn. First- 
time champion David Eggert claimed not 


only the RoadRunner 


champi- 
onship but top honors in the NASCAR 


Wi \Gtesteres tee 


already penciled in are a pair 
of Wisconsin Dirt Late Model 
Association late models 
shows, on June 10 and July 
10; the fourth annual 
Luxemburg Legends night, 
featuring the Wisconsin 
Vintage Modified Series, on 
August 5; and five street stock 
specials. Other touring senes 
featuring different divisions 
are likely to be included in the 
final schedule as well. 

The season opener at the 
third-mile clay oval will be 
Friday night, Apri! 29, at 7 pm. 
IMCA modifieds, stock cars 
and hobby stocks, and sport 
fours will compete weekly. For 
more information, call (920) 
863-8446. Luxemburg 
Speedway is located 15 min- 
utes east of Green Bay off 
Highway 54 at the Kewaunee 
County Fairgrounds. 


Track to Close After ‘08 


TWIN LAKES, WI, Jan. 29 — A crowd of nearly 250 heard words they never wanted to hear 
Saturday, January 29, at the Lake Geneva Raceway’s annual awards banquet. The historic 
third-mile paved banked oval in the southeastern Wisconsin resort town of about 5,500 will 
close its gates at the conclusion of the 2008 season. 

LGR owner Kevin Dawson explained to the crowd the news, saying, “We are going to accept 
the offer to purchase soon, and with about 24 months of preparation with the city, the Raceway 
will probably not go past the 2008 season.” 
_ The facility started life as a dragstrip in the early 1960s, but a flat quarter-mile oval was built 
aa o a, and for many years stock car racing three nights a week ensued. 

Dawson purchased the facility in 1984, and in 1990 he refurbished the facility with a state-of- 
| the-art oval, providing some of the best racing in the Midwest. Now the growth of the city is 
| creeping up around the popular track, and the handwriting is on the wall. 

Some 50 years ago over 5.000 race car tracks were in operation around the United States, 
_ but that number has shrunk to less than 1,400, according to the 2004 National Speedway 
| Directory. Citing televised racing and a “die-hard” fan base of less than 30 percent of its total 
| nightly crowd, Dawson explained how difficult it has become to be successful as a track promot- 
er. The 2004 season was one of the worst economically for ovals across the country, and 
weather was also part of the factor, Dawson continued. 


| The 2005 weekly 


night program will begin on April 2; originally the season was to 


Saturday 
rae- circle ai but the “Let's Go Racing” motorsports show, which traditionally kicks off the 
racing season in southeastern Wisconsin on that weekend, is on hold. Show promoter Mike 
_ Babicz, who will replace Dave Kamholtz as one of LGR’s Saturday night announcers, found out 
on January 27 that Kenosha's Onginai Outlet Mali, the long-time site of the show, was soid and 
the new owners aren't interested in hosting the show. The facility has lost most of its resident 


stores since last year 


Race fans are urged to cail mall management and let them know that the 10,000 prople the 
show brings in is worth their interest. The phone number is (262) 857-7961, and management is 
there from 9 am-5 pm Monday through Friday. 


Pate B tows Wie. bre coe MNS Glens 

in the NASCAR Grand National ranks. Thi 
Ricky Bikderback completed the 
onship parade as he spoke about 


MPa E nE 


by Bryan Gapinski 
MILWAUKEE, Wi, Jan. 21 - 
- Officiats of the Badger 
Midget Auto Racing 
Association have announced 
a 24-race schedule for the 
2005 racing season. It will be 
the 69th year of sanctioning 
midget auto racing for 
BMARA, the oldest active 
association in the country. 
Angell Park Speedway in 
Sun Prairie will be the comer- 
stone of the seres, hosting 17 
Sunday night events begin- 
ning with a 50-lap event on 
May 15. The season finale will 
be the 24th annual Fireman's 
Nationals on September 4. 
Spoon River Speedway in 
Canton, IL, becomes the 
fourth different track to host 
BMARA's season opener in 
the past six years, on Sunday 
afternoon, April 10. The DQ 


SPI Tracks Announce Opening Dates 


FARLEY, iA — The Simmons Promotions, 
Inc., family of race tracks have announced 


the region, as they received the first 


Rockford Speedway paved the way for a 
standing ovation as the track's pit stewart 


Twenty-Four Badger Midget — 
Events Planned for ‘05 


Classic will be the first-ever 
sanctioned event by Badger 
at the facility and will be co- 


The Butler Battlegrounds in 
Quincy, Mi, will host a 
BMARA event for the first time 
since the 1998 season open- 
er, on April 30. 

The fourth annual Knoxville 
Midget Nationals at Knoxville 
(IA) Raceway will be on June 
3-4. A format change to the 
event will include complete 
feature events run on both 
nights. BMARA will join 
ARDC, Gateway, MARA and 
RMMBRA in sanctioning the 
event. Jerry Coons, Jr., is the 


champion. 

For the first time in ten 
years, BMARA returns to the 
Wilmot Speedway for two 
events, on June 18 and 


their opening dates of racing action for the 


2005 season. 


Racing action at Farley Speedway begins on 
Friday, April 15, with the Open Late Model 
Shootout. On the following weekend, the regu- 
lar points season gets underway. Also on the 
2005 Farley schedule, race fans will enjoy a 
return of the World of Outlaw Late Model 
Series, 
the AMA Flat Track 
Motorcycle Senes, and the 28th running of the 


Series and Sprint 
Summernationals., 


Stewart Sticking to Past = 
Successes with Eldora Schedule 


ROSSBURG, OH, Feb. 3 — 
With the release of the 2005 
slate of events for his newly 
acquired Eldora Speedway, 
Tony Stewart is sticking to his 
pledge of “not trying to re- 
invent the wheel.” The menu, 
which will feature several 
national sanctioning bodies 
and a wide variety of racing 
machinery, mirrors that of pre- 
vious years. 

Says Stewart, “Eldora has a 
nch heritage, and our goal is 
to continue that legacy by 
maintaining the active line-up 
that the fans have come to 
expect.” To that extent, as the 


New Midget HoF Officers Announced 


SUN PRAIRIE, WI, Feb. 7 - Les McBurney, race organizer 
and general manager of the famed Angell Park Speedway. has 
been elected president of the National Midget Auto Racing Hail 
of Fame, replacing Bill Marvel, who declined re-election but will 
continue to serve as a board member, 

Angell Park is the site of the Hail of Fame. which has 
enshrined 110 deserving motorsports participants since its 


inception in 1984. 


Joining McBurney as newly-elected officers in elections com- 
pleted last week are vice-president Dick Jordan of Indianapolis. 
IN, secretary Art Graham of Brownsburg, IN, and treasurer Bil 
Engethart of Evansville. Jordan is a vice-president of USAC, 


Racing Products 


~ N1597 US 41 
Menominee, 


Ni 49858 
7:00 AM to 6-00 PM 


Monday thru Thursday 
Tag, Monten tra Three Saturday 7:00 AM to 3:00 PM 


while Graham is a former USAC vice-president and director of 
timing and scoring for both the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
and USAC, and Engelhart is a former driver who was inducted 


into the Hall in 1997. 


All four officers’ terms began February 1. 


In a transition to 


staggered terms, McBurney will serve in his post until August 
2008, while Jordan and Graham will serve through August 2007 
and Engelhart through August 2006. Subsequent officer elec- 
tions will return to three-year terms. 

The Nationa! Midget Auto Racing Hall of Fame exhibit is 
located in the Pavilion located outside tums 1 and 2 at Angei 
Park. The track will host its inaugural "Hati of Fame Classic" the 
weekend of August 27-28, with four new inductees added 

Ed Watson, former Hall of Fame secretary-treasurer and a 
major contributor to the Hall's success, wil! continue as its publi- 
cations coordinator and consultant 

Persons seeking additional information about the National 
Midget Auto Racing Hall of Fame may access contact informa- 
hon at its website, <www worthvefhonor com>. à 
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speedplant enters its 52nd 
year of operation, the tradi- 
tional dates will return. 

Headlining the major dates 
for sprint cars will be the 
Kings Royal weekend July 15- 
16, again featuring the World 
of Outlaw Series each night, 
along with the National Ra- 
cing Alliance Sprint Invaders. 
Compete and separate pro- 
grams will be contested each 
night, with Saturday’s finale 
offenng a $50,000 top prize. 

A smorgasbord of sprint car 
racing will be staged on the 
half-mile clay oval three 
weeks later, topped by the 
biggest race of the year for 
USAC’s National sprint divi- 
sion - the Mopar Thunder, 
which pays out $50,000 to the 
non-winged victor on Satur- 
day, August 6. The two nights 
prior to that will see the All 
Star sprints kicking off the fes- 
tivities on Thursday, foliowed 
by the World of Outlaws on 
Friday. 

For late modei fans, the 
World 100 will fill its custom- 
ary time-slot of the weekend 
after Labor Day, this year 
falling on September 9-10. 
Also, the $100,000-to-win Dirt 
Late Mode! Dream will also 
fall into it’s accepted time 
frame of two weekends after 
Memorial Day, June 10-11. 

Other standard dates on 
the, Eldora, calendar include 
the Four Crown Nationals on 
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April 30. The IRA Outlaw Sprint Series 
make a tour stop there in September. Seas 
tickets and pit passes are now available. 
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Achievement Award of the evening. 
A video ing the 26 years that contact the 
Ron “Swede” Johnson has spent at 633-1500. 


CFRN’s Race Ente Guide 
be published with the Ap 
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September 23-24 and the p 
UMP Nationals on October 

9, while more recent 
ations, such as the coma 
Wars event, on April 30, and 
the Buckeye Nationals on 
June 25, have been re-inked 


as well. 
bodies involved. 
with Eldora this year include 
the WoO and All ein 
sprints; USAC for 
midgets and Silver Crown 
cars; United Midwestern 
Promoters for late models am 
modifieds; and renge 
cing Alliance for 360 . 
The area stock cars, which fill 
many of the dates, will contin- 
ue to run under Ekdora’s de 
ignated 
Of interest on the 
nounced schedule are two to 
Stewart 


Ka 


be announced” dates. 
hasn't said what those n 
include, but in a h 
released to Eldora’s f 
that “several NASCAR driver 
friends may be testing the 
luck on dirt, and, 3 
certainly strap on the 
and test the competion 
few events.” This has op 
the door to the rumor mei an 
created quite abuzz... 
Eldora’s 2005 seasc 

begin Saturday 
March 26, with the 
Late Mode! Senes, 


the UMP . madifjeds 


Eldora stocks. 


February 9, 2005 


New Charger Bodies 


TWIN LAKES, WI, Jan. 29 -- Five Star Race Car Bodies is 
preparing to debut its new offset fiberglass (ABC-approved) 
2005 Dodge Charger stock car body package, following the 
upcoming Daytona 500. The new package has been designed 
to Capture the trademark looks and style of the new 
DaimlerChrysler street-going version. 

“We are very excited at the release of this new model,” stated 
Five Star sales representative Dave Kamholtz. “The best thing 
for the racer is all of the common parts. The only changes that 
have been made have been to the plastic nose, quarter-panels 
and decals; it still shares the same common parts that the 
Intrepid used.” 

This body style will be accepted as part of the “ABC” body 
program being adopted by many tracks, series and sanctioning 
bodies in North America for 2005. Unfortunately, it will not be 
allowed for competition with the NASCAR Elite Series touring 
divisions or as part of the 2005 late model stock car rules pack- 
age set forth by NASCAR for tracks running that style of car. 

The Dodge Charger joins the ranks of other popular models 
available from Five Star, including the Chevrolet Monte Carlo, 
Ford Taurus, Pontiac Grand Prix and Dodge Intrepid. In addi- 
tion, the same wide range of options - from lightweight roofs and 
hoods to plastic fenders, window braces, body supports, vinyl 
hse and other accessories - will all be available for the new 

el. 

Five Star has been a leading manufacturer of fiberglass, steel 
and aluminum bodies and associated components designed 
specifically for the auto racing industry since 1979, and has 
been a leading proponent of the template-style bodies for use in 
short-track oval racing throughout North America. For more 
information on the new Dodge Charger body and other prod- 
Spt ge Five Star’s customer service department at (262) 


2005 Spring Classic 
Returns to Rockford 


by Kevin Ramsell 


Saturday will feature quali- 
ROCKFORD, IL -- The 28th 


fying for the Midwest Series, 


annual Spring Classic will 
commence the 58th season of 
racing at the Rockford Speed- 
way on April 2-3, 2005. The 
highlight will be a 150-lap fea- 
ture for the NASCAR Midwest 
Touring Series. 

Defending race champion 
Steve Carlson will be back to 
attempt to capture his 14th 
Midwest ries win at the his- 


se 
er-mile paved oval. 
wifer entries include 2004 


National Short Track Cham- 
pionship winner Eddie Hoff- 
man, 2004 Midwest Series 
champion Justin Diercks, for- 
mer Wisconsin Challenge 
Series champ Erik Darnell 
and former ASA rookie of the 
year Dan Fredrickson. 

Also joining the Midwest 
Series will be the Mid- 
American stock cars, Northern 
late models and the Big 8 
Limited Late Model Series, 
which made its debut at the 
2004 NSTC. 


Mid-Am stocks and limited 
late models. The Mid-Am 
stock cars and Big 8 LLMs will 
also run preliminary events, 
and the Big 8 Series will cap 
off the night with a 58-lap fea- 
ture. Racing will begin at 7:07 
pm. 
Sunday’s program will 
include preliminary races and 


a 58-lap feature event for the 
Northern late models, and the 


Mid-Am Series will hold a last 
chance race (if needed) along 
with a 50-lap feature. Then 
the Midwest Series will tackle 
the high-banked quarter-mile 
paved oval with a 150-lap 
main event. Racing will start 
at 1 pm. 

Rockford Speedway offi- 
cials have stated that they will 
announce ticket prices and 
camping information at a later 
date. For more information, 
please contact the Speed- 
way’s Office at (815) 633- 
1500. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


Scha 


| was the rookie points leader at the time. 
| year awards presented in his name by the ASA at its ie 
i The rookie of the year program was to be officially announced at the ASL’s organizational 


annual Rookie of the Year Award 
Schauer, who resided in Watertown, was 


uer Memorial Rookie Award 
to be Continued by New Series 


WATERTOWN, WI -- Officials of the new American Stockcar League have confirmed that the 
honoring former driver Pat Schauer will be continued. 

killed in a stock car racing accident on October 4, 
1981, at the Winchester (IN) Speedway during an American Speed Association race. Schauer 
He has since been honored annually by rookie of the 
annual banquet. 


informational meeting February 5 in Janesville. 


Schauer's widow, Mary Zwieg, was very excited 
| pointed to hear the American Speed Assocation was not rur 
| announcement really makes my day. | am truely honored," she said. ) x 
Longtime racer Rick Beebe has been named chairman of the ASL Rookie Recognition 


Program. 
| 2856. 
Dia. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- 
USAC's "Thursday Night 
Thunder,” which captivated 
America's racing attention in 
the 1980s and 1990s, returns 
this season to the Indianapolis 
Speedrome, which has 
switched its "open-wheel” 
scheduling from Wednesdays 
to Thursdays. ' 

Following a year in which 
its champions included 
USAC's initial female titlist 
(Sondi Eden), USAC's young- 
est champ (Dakoda Arm- 
strong) and a second-genera- 
tion king (Brice Kenyon), the 
fifth-mile paved oval will again 
host Regional Midget, Ford 


For more information, contact the Mid-American Stock Car Series, Inc., office at (920) 823- 


‘Thursday Night Thunder’ Returns to Speedrome 


Focus Midget and Kenyon 
Midget Series competition on 
a weekly basis from May 5 
through August 3. In addition, 
the May 26 events will also 
award points toward the 
National midget and Midwest 
Ford Focus titles. 

An open practice is slated 
at the oval on April 27 from 4 
pm to dark, and the 14-week 
series debuts the following 
Thursday night, May 5. 

The Series finales will actu- 
ally be held on a Wednesday 
night - August 3 - during the 
week of the Brickyard 400 
NASCAR Nextel Cup race at 
the Indianapolis Motor Speed- 


- The Checkered Flag Racing News 
Five Star to Produce NASCARN 
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At the top of my “to-do” list was to 
attend the annual Lowe’s Motor 
Speedway Media Tour, an event touted 
by my colleagues for the past 21 years 
as the “event of the year” - an opportuni- 
ty to see first-hand what the teams were 
going to do for the coming season. 

Because of circumstances each and 
every year | was never even able to 


apply, much less be accepted, to attend 


the tour. But this year, after a concerted 


effort | was invited to attend the 22nd- 


annua! Tour, and at the conclusion of the 
four-day event | can conclude that, 
despite its many , NASCAR 
has its “ship” in order and is poised for 
continued growth long into the future. 

Much of the talk of the tour regarded 
the growth of the race shops. Penske 
South Racing has recently moved in a 
426,000-plus-square-foot facility that 
they cannot even use all of at this time. 
Joe Gibbs Racing is adding 100,000 
more square feet to its already-impres- 
sive facility to provide room for its third 
team. Hendrick Motorsports has added a 
new state-of-the-art building to house the 
teams of Brian Vickers, Kyle Busch and 
Terry Labonte, to go along with its 
sprawling race campus adjacent to 
Lowe's Motor Speedway. Ray Evernham 
Motorsports is building a third addition to 
its facility in as many years. 

These expansions mean that these 
teams are healthy and attracting more 
sponsors, which can enable them to 
expand the number of teams that they 
field in the various NASCAR series. But 
in order to expand, these teams need 
drivers - young talent that will continue to 
bring audiences into NASCAR as the 
more senior members of the series begin 
to downsize their efforts and exit the 
sport. It is this facet of the tour that 
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Evernham, Hendrick, Gib 
Childress Racing and 


drivers move up the racing ladder of 
translates into 


towards the big time. This 


ratings, and the higher the ratings, the thing i 


more sponsors will come into the sport. 


This is the way it once was in this — 


country. Success on the short track was 
noticed and rewarded with prominent 


rides. However, with the cost of racing 


being what it is today, that route has 
become much more difficult. It was 
to make the move if you didn’t have 
money. The truck-to-Busch-to-Cup route 
seemed too remote for short-track driv- 
ers from just anywhere. 

Now, with the fact that the American 
Speed Association - long a “develop- 
mental series” of sorts - has gone out of 


to hear the news. "My boys were very disap- 
t running events this year. This 


Straight-Rail LMs to be Permitted 
NASCAR Elite Division Short-Track E 


DAYTONA BEACH, FL, Jan. 26 -- Beginning in 2005, 
NASCAR will once again allow straight-rail late model cars, 
which are raced at many short tracks and regional racing series 
throughout the nation, to compete in NASCAR AutoZone Elite 
Division events at tracks one-half mile in length and under. 

The rule change will allow local and regional competitors with 
eligible cars to compete in Elite Division events when the 
NASCAR touring division visits their home track - a practice not 
allowed in recent seasons due to previous car specifications. 

“This change will create opportunities for short-track racers 
across the nation to test the waters in a NASCAR touring divi- 
sion using their own equipment,” said Don Hawk, NASCAR's 
director of regional racing development. “After thoroughly 
reviewing the concept, we’re confident that this change will 
bring about more participation from local teams and drivers, 
increased competition at NASCAR AutoZone Elite Division 


BAILEYS HARBOR, WI -- A 
record 16 races are planned 
for the Midwest AllStar Racing 
Series paved-track late mod- 
els in 2005. 

There are seven events list- 
ed each for Wisconsin and 
Minnesota and two planned in 
Missouri. 

One of the highlights of the 
2005 slate will be a Sunday 
afternoon, August 28, event at 
The Milwaukee Mile during 
the Governor’s Cup Weekend. 
Aiso on the card for the 
August 27-28 weekend in 
West Allis will be USAC sprint 
cars, the NASCAR Midwest 
Touring Series, and Mid-Am- 
sanctioned super trucks, stock 
cars and the Midwest Stock 
Car Classics. 


way. 
Eden is the defending 
champion of the Regional 


Midget Series, while Arm- 
strong is the defending cham- 
pion in the Kenyon Midgets. 
Kenyon has moved to New 
Zealand, creating an opportu- 
nity for a brand-new Focus 
midget champion at the 
Indianapolis oval. 


NEWFLASH: Race Cars Do Bounce! 


Find Out Now Why You Need the HANS Head & Neck Support Device 


LORNA FOLK-Midwest Dealer hans 


a> 632 Adams St., Fort Atkinson, WI 53538 
Home: 920-563-9471 Cell: 920-650-0018, E-Mail: < glafolk@charter.net> 


The Series returns for the 
seventh straight season for 
the 34th annual Red, White & 
Blue State Championship at 
Wisconsin International Race- 
way in Kaukauna on Saturday 
nights, June 11, July 23 and 
August 13. Twin 50-lap fea- 


in 


events, and more racing excitement for fans in the stands.” 
Under previous NASCAR rules, Elite Division events were 
limited to perimeter-frame cars, which feature a different chas- 
sis design. With the addition of the straight-rail frame design to 
the 2005 rules package, local racers can now enter these 
NASCAR events on short tracks, using the same car they com- 
pete with on a regular basis, provided it meets NASCAR specifi- 


cations. 


To match the two styles of cars on short tracks, all perimeter- 
frame cars must maintain a maximum left-side weight of 56 per- 
cent, while straight-rail frame cars must maintain a maximum 
left-side weight of 54 percent. Perimeter-frame cars must use 
the NASCAR-approved symmetrical body design, while straight- 
rail frame cars must use either the NASCAR-approved symmet- 
rical body design or the ABC (Approved Body Configuration) 


body design. 


tures are planned on the D- 
shaped half-mile, along with 
action involving the Mid- 
American Stock Car Series 
and limited late models. 

MARS will also sanction the 
ACDelco Late Model Series 
on Saturday nights, June 25 
and August 6, along with 
Sunday night, September 4, 
at the Elko (MN) Speedway. 

The Series returns to 
Madison International Speed- 
way after a two-year absence. 
The two events at the Oregon 
half-mile are planned for 
Friday nights, June 17 and 
September 2. There will also 
be a special non-points event 
for MARS cars at MIS on 
Tuesday night, June 28, dur- 
ing the Miller Nationals. 

The Series opener will be at 
the high-banked l-70 Speed- 
way in Odessa, MO, on Satur- 
day night, May 28. A second 


HOLMES 
MOTORSPORTS 


Authorized Dealer For @Coleman @5-Star @Lefthander @Pathfinder @Penske 
@RanderCar @REBCO Outlaw Brakes @Oval Craft Aluminum Products 


COMPONENTS TO COMPLETE RACE CARS 
608-745-4567 - Portage, Wis. 


| Hours: 9 a.m. to 7 P.M. Mon.-Thurs,; 
Fri. 9 to 5; Sat. Call First 


Sixteen-Race MARS Late Model 
Schedule Announced for 2005 


non-points event will be run at 
1-70 during the World Cup 
Weekend on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 1. . 

The Series also makes 
three stops at the 3/8th-mile 
paved l-94 Raceway in Sauk 
Centre, MN, on Saturday 
nights, June 4 and July 30, 
and the season championship 
points event on Saturday and 
Sunday, September 17-18. 

A return engagement is 
also planned at the 3/8th-mile 
Fergus Falls (MN) Raceway 
after a highly successful 2004 
race. This year's Fergus Falls 
date is Friday night, July 29. 

The complete MARS late 
model series schedule will be 
included in CFRN's Race Fan 
Guide, to be published with 
the April 6 issue. For additon- 
al information, contact the 
Series office at (920) 823- 
2856. 
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ROCKFORD, IL -- The Mid-American Stock 
Car Series drivers will begin their 2005 cam- 
paign at the Rockford Speedway on Saturday 
and Sunday, April 2-3. 

The 14th annual Series opener is expected 
to be a 75-lap feature contested on the high- 
banked Rockford Speedway quarter-mile 
paved oval. 

One of the highlights of the 2005 schedule 
will be a Saturday afternoon, August 27, 
appearance at the historic Milwaukee Mile in 
West Allis, WI, during the Governor's Cup 
Weekend, which will also feature USAC sprint 
cars, NASCAR Midwest Series late models, 
Midwest AllStar Racing Series late models, 
Mid-Am super trucks, and Midwest Stock Car 
Classics spread out over August 27-28 in an 
event that will resemble the famous Copper 
World Classic held in Phoenix, AZ. 

"We anticipate having a finalized schedule in 
several weeks," said Mid-American Series 
president Gary Vercauteren. "We should have 
either 20 or 21 races. There is one event that 
is holding up the release of the schedule, but 
we'd rather be complete than release some- 
thing where there would be several date 
changes," he added. 

The Series drivers will be competing in all 
three of the 34th annual Red, White & Blue 
State Championship Series events at the 
Wisconsin International Raceway half-mile 


paved oval in Kaukauna, Wi, on Saturday 
nights, June 11, July 23 and August 13. The 
Series will also make three stops at Madison 
International Speedway in Oregon, WI, on 
Friday nights, May 20, July 15 and August 5, 
with Triple Crown bonus money to be posted. 

Four stops are scheduled for the 3/8th-mile 
paved Elko (MN) Speedway oval - on Saturday 
nights, April 30, May 28 and July 2, and 
Sunday night, September 4. A Daytona 500 
race weekend package awaits the overall 
champion of the four races at Elko Speedway. 

Two dates are also planned at the quarter- 
mile 141 Speedway in Francis Creek, WI - on 
Saturday nights, June 25 and September 3. 
Two stops are planned at the 3/8th-mile Lake 
Geneva (WI) Raceway, on June 18 and 
October 1-2. 

Rockford Speedway will bring the Mid-Am 
stockers back for its annual Short Track 
Nationals on September 24-25, and the sea- 
son wraps up Saturday night, October 8, at the 
LaCrosse Fairgrounds Speedway in West 
Salem, WI, during the Oktoberfest Race 
Weekend. 

The complete Mid-American Stock Car 
Series schedule will be included in CFRN’s 
Race Fan Guide, to be published with the April 
6 issue. For additional information about the 
series call (920) 823-2856. 


Baltes to Be Honored with Local Tribute 


ROSSBURG, OH, Feb. 3 -- 


they are confirmed. 


Tickets are available at the 


In recognition of their 51 years 
of marketing and exposing the 
Darke County area through 
their Eldora Speedway, Earl 
and Berneice Baltes will be 
honored by several local enti- 
ties on Saturday afternoon, 
March 26. 

Appropriately entitled 
“Thanks For the Memories,” 
the tribute will feature several 
noted speakers, including 
2003 NASCAR champion and 
new Eldora Speedway owner 
Tony Stewart; television com- 
mentator Dave Argabright, 
who just completed publica- 
tion of a book detailing the life 
of Earl Baltes; and officials of 
the United States Auto Club. 
Others will be announced as 


Also expected during the 
festivites, Earl Baltes will be 
given the chance to rebuke 
the stories and experiences 
as told by his roasters. 

The gala is to be held at the 
Eldora Ballroom and spon- 
sored by Darke County 
Visitors Bureau, Downtown 
Greenville, Inc., Darke County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Union City Chamber of 
Commerce and the Versailles 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Tickets include a full luncheon 
prior to the ceremonies but 
are limited in number and will 
be sold on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance; none 
will be sold at the door. 


Darke County Visitors Bureau, 
the Darke County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Second 
National Bank branch at Third 
& Wainut in Greenville; at 
House of Flowers, John’s IGA 
and Second National Bank in 
Versailles; at Whistle Stop in 
Ansonia; at the Union City 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Corner Cupboard Hallmark in 
Union City; and at the Second 
National Bank in Ft. 
Recovery. 

For further information, con- 
tact Deanna York at the Darke 
County Visitors Bureau at 
(937) 548-5158 or by e-mail at 
<dyork @visitdarkecounty.org 
>, - 


Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance to 
Benefit from Elko Fund Raiser 


ELKO, MN -- Tuberous sclerosis complex 
(TSC) is a little-known and so far incurable dis- 
ease that affects approximately 50,000 individ- 
uals in the United States. Country Joe Homes 
hopes to make a difference on Saturday, June 
25, during the first leg of the three-race 
ACDelco Super Summer Series at Elko 
Speedway, as proceeds from that night’s event 
will benefit the Tuberous Sclerosis Alliance. 

Kari Luther Carlson, vice-president of com- 
munity outreach at the TS Alliance, recently 
pointed out that about 850 Minnesota residents 
have TSC, a genetic disorder that causes 
tumors to form in various organs - primarily the 
brain, eyes, heart, kidneys, liver and lungs. 
People with TSC often develop epilepsy, 
autism, and learning and behavioral problems. 

Plans are in progress for a full day, begin- 
ning at the Country Joe Racing Complex in 


Lakeville and then moving to the speedway. 
Still in the early development, plans for the day 
include a silent auction, a special race fan 
giveaway, speedway midway displays, a radio 
remote broadcast and a special event pace 
car. More plans are being formulated. 

“TSC is usually recognized in children, and 
we’re going to do everything we can to help,” 
said Country Joe Homes owner Joe Miller. “It’s 
just one of those things that we hope we can at 
least help a little with.” 

Besides twin 50-lap super late model fea- 
tures, the night will also include racing with the 
Sportsmen, Thunder cars and power stocks. 

For further information about the TS Alliance 
or TSC, go online at <www.tsalliance.org> or 
contact the organization toll-free at (800) 225- 
6872 or by e-mail at <info@tsalliance.org>. 


Andretti Named Grand Marshal 
for RA Redman Challenge 


ELKHART LAKE, WI, Dec. 
17 -- Former World Cham- 
pion, “Driver of the Century,” 
racing patriarch and racing 
ambassador Mario Andretti 
will be grand marshal of Road 
America's Brian Redman 
International Challenge on 
July 14-17, Road America offi- 
cials have announced. 

The vintage event - one of 
the largest in the U.S. - will 
feature Formula One and 
Can-Am races plus other 
classes for vintage sports 
cars. in addition to on-track 
activities, Road America will 
organize a race car concours 
show on Friday evening and a 
sports car concours on Satur- 
day evening, both in the Vil- 
lage of Elkhart Lake and free 
to spectators. Andretti will 
appear at various activities 
throughout the weekend, 
including fan autograph ses- 
sions. 


Andretti is often referred to 
as the greatest race car driver 
of all time, having won at all 
levels of competition. Some of 
his most legendary accom- 
plishments include winning 
the Indy 500, the Daytona 500 
and the Formula One World 
Championship. He also won 
the Champ Car national 
championship four times and 
was a three-time winner at 
Sebring. Andretti took the 
checkered flag 111 times dur- 
ing a career that stretched 
over five decades and was 
named Driver of the Year in 
three different decades (the 
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s), Driver 
of the Quarter-Century in the 
‘90s, and Driver of the 
Century in January 2000. He 
is the Champ Car leader in 
poles with 67, starts with 407, 
and laps led with 7,587. He is 
the only Champ Car driver to 
win races in four decades. 


Andretti won two Formula 
5000 races at Road America, 
in 1974 and ‘75, and three 
Champ Car races, in 1983, 
‘84 and ‘87, all of which he 
started from the pole. Son 
Michael and grandson Marco 
have also seen the checkered 
flag at Road America. 

Andretti retired from the 
Champ Car series in 1994 but 
remains active in the racing 
industry and in business. 

A “super ticket” is available 
for all four days of the event 
and includes parking and 
access to the paddock, where 
the teams, shops and auto- 
graph sessions will be locat- 
ed. Daily tickets are also 
available, and children 12 and 
under will be admitted free 
when accompanied by a paid 
adult. Tickets and/or gift cards 
can be ordered online at 
<www.roadamerica.com>. 
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Mid-Am Stock Cars Begin 
14th Season at Rockford 


by Ed Reichert 

EAU CLAIRE, WI, Jan. 22 -- The annual 
meeting, election of officers and awards ban- 
quet celebrating the 2004 racing season at the 
Red Cedar Speedway was held Saturday, 
January 22, at the Westgate Sportsman’s 
Club. 

Loren Miller was the master of ceremonies 
for the banquet and introduced Red Cedar 
Racing Association president Dave Rhead, 
who gave a “state of the speedway” address. 
Rhead announced that he had been re-elected 
earlier in the day for another term as president 
of the Association, while Patti Rhead was also 
re-elected to her position as executive director. 
Elected as board members for 2005 were 
Vince Weber and Jim Bourn, and selected as 
driver representatives were Brian Kohnke 
(pure stocks), Jan Hillman (street stocks), 
Randy Johnson (super stocks), Mark Thomas 
(Midwest modifieds), Brent Prochnow (modi- 
fieds) and Ashley Anderson (late models). 

Miller announced that the annual car show 
would be held at the Dunn County Rec Park on 
March 25-26. The season opener is scheduled 
for April 15, and the opening round of the 2005 
WISSOTA Challenge Series for late models 
will be held on May 26. The Punky Manor 
Challenge of Champions will be heid on 
September 23-24. 

The top ten drivers in each class were hon- 
ored. Sharing the point title in the pure stocks, 
due to a tie, were Jake Redetzke and Justin 
Supri. Rounding out the top ten were Kevin 
Smeltzer, Wade Aspin, Mike Harshman, 
Robert Devine, Ryan Olson, Jesse Redetzke, 
Jeremy Dahl, Brian Perry and Austin Schultz. 

Ron Hanestad was the point champion in 
the street stocks. He was trailed by Joe Rhead, 
Mark Thomas, Tito Viltz, Chris Peterson, Dan 
Svea, Bob Wood, Ryan Viltz, Butch Madsen 
and Troy Fransway. 

Kevin Adams led the way in the super stocks 
for his first title at Red Cedar. He was closely 
pursued by Steve Hallquist, Cory Mahder, 


Rookies of the year for 2004 at the Red Cedar Speedway in 2004 were (l-r) Kevin 


The 2004 Red Cedar Speedway honored its 2004 track champions during its 
banquet (l-r): Jake Redetzke (pure stocks), Justin Supri (pure stocks), Ron Hai 
(street stocks), Paul Harelstad (modifieds) and Mike Goodremote (late 
Missing is super stock champ Kevin Adams. 


Red Cedar Racers Celebratec 2 


. Hillman. 
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Steve Thomas, Tom Karis, Mike Keller, | 
Davis, Johnson, Bryan Nayes and 


Paul Harelstad drove to another m 
point title, ahead of Todd Siddons, 
Prochnow, Scott Splittstoesser, 
Prochnow, Ron Mahder, Mike Anderson, Di 
Brightbill, Dana Lerum and A.J. Heuer. 

Mike Goodremote led a one-two sweep 
the Paul Gilberts Racing Team, as he top 
Scott Gilberts to win the late model hono 
Trailing were Jon Kurshinsky, Duane Ma 
Anderson, Tony Bahr, Jerry Redetzke, . 
Kaanta, Chad Mahder and Randy Gullixcon 

The Hard Charger awards were awarded SM 
the drivers in each division that gained re 
most positions in feature action over the 
course of the year, They went to Smeltzer and 
Jake Redetzke, who tied in the pure stocks; — 
Peterson in street stocks; Adams and Aaron 
Wilson, who tied in super stocks; Lerum p 
mods; and Kaanta in the late models. í mai 

Rookies of the year were Sme 
stocks), Hillman (super stocks), Todd 
(mods) and Chad Mahder (late Tora 
were no rookie qualifiers in the street stocks. 

The Top Gun award, presented to the driver 
that wins the most feature wins during’ the 
year, was shared by Jake Redetzke. and 
Hanestad. 

The Sportsmanship awards, voted on by the 
drivers in each division,.went to Dahl (pure 
stocks), Joe Rhead (street stocks), Thomas 
(super stocks), Splittstoesser (mods) and 
Kaanta (late models). 

Volunteer workers at the speedway were 
honored for their service to the club. They 
included Gene Kaiser, Jim Jackson, Butch 
Booth, Dick Sogge and Jodi Kohnke. 
Receiving the Track Appreciation Award for 
service above and beyond the call was Dick 
Beguhn, who has been known to do each and 
every job around the track at one time or 
another. 


Smeltzer (pure stocks), Ben Hillman (super stocks), Todd Werner (modifieds) and 


Chad Mahder (late models). 


The 2004 Red Cedar Speedway Sportsman of the Year award recipients were (l-r) Joe 
Rhead (street stocks), Steve Thomas (super stocks) and Scott Splitstoesser (modl- 


fieds). 


(Chris Burback photos) - 
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Knoxville Midget 
Nationals to be Run as 
Two Complete Programs 


KNOXVILLE, IA, December 24 -- At the request of the five 
participating sanctions, the fourth annual Knoxville Midget 
Nationals on June 3-4 will consist of two complete racing pro- 
grams. 

The Friday night, June 3 affair will conclude with the 20-lap 
24-car, $1,500-to-win “King Doodlebug Classic,” which is no 
longer an invitational as in years past, and the Saturday night 
midget car program will conclude with the 25-lap, 30-car 
$3,000-to-win Knoxville Midget Nationals. 

The participating sanctions include the American Racing 
Drivers Club, the Badger Midget Auto Racing Association, 
Gateway Racing, Inc., the Midwest Auto Racing Association 
and the Rocky Mountain Midget Racing Association. 

According to racing journalist Chris Economaki, the term 
“doodiebug” was created by the “big car” gentry in the late 
1930s for the increasingly-popular “midget” cars. Racing news- 
paper founder Walter E. Bull then started a contest to crown 
“King Doodlebug.” According to National Sprint Car Museum 
board members Larry Ball, Jr., and Bill Hill, six drivers were all 
crowned King Doodlebug - Cletus “Cowboy” O'Rourke (1938), 
Bill Holmes (‘39), Al Bonnell ('46), Ed “Dutch” Schaefer (‘47), Bill 
Schindler ('48), and Ralph Pratt ('49). 

The Friday midget races will include five heats, two B-mains, 
and the King Doodlebug Classic. Craig Carey of Illinois won the 
inaugural “King Doodlebug’ title at Knoxville in 2003, while Jerry 
Coons, Jr., of Arizona won it in 2004. 

The Masters Classic winged 360-cubic-inch sprint car race, 
for drivers ages 50 and over, will also take place on the first 
cll of the National Sprint Car Hall of Fame induction week- 
end. 

The top six finishers in the King Doodlebug Classic on Friday 
will transfer to the next night’s Midget Nationals A-main. On 
Saturday, five heats and two B-mains will again be required to 
qualify the remaining 18 cars for the “A”. In addition, six provi- 
sionals will be awarded to the highest-ranked 2004 point-getters 
from the five participating sanctions and the National Midget 
Driver of the Year standings that have not yet qualified for the 
national championship feature. Past champions include Mike 
Hess of Illinois (2002), Chad DeSelle of Wisconsin (‘03) and 
Jerry Coons, Jr., of Arizona (‘04). The winged 410-cubic-inch 
sprint car division will also compete in a full weekly race pro- 
gram that evening. 

Knoxville Raceway will host open-track practices on 
Saturday, April 16, and Thursday, June 2. 


Hansen Takes Home 
Big Rewards at l-94/ 
Fergus Falls Banquet 


by Dean Reller 

AVON, MN, Jan. 27 -- Over 300 people gathered this past 
.weekend at Rascals in Avon for the I-94 Raceway’s and Fergus 
Falls Raceway’s 2004 season awards banquet. 

Dan Henley from the ASA Member Track Program was on 
hand to congratulate all of the 2004 season champions and 
spoke briefly about the exciting new things that the ASA 
Member Track Program will bring in the 2005 season. 

ASA super late model driver Todd Hansen captured the divi- 
sion’s championships at both tracks, as trophies were awarded 
to the top five in each division, and drivers who finished in the 
sixth through tenth positions each received a plaque. 

Other champions at I-94 Raceway were John Notch (modi- 
fieds), Tim Brockhouse (Legends), Rob Dubnecay (limited late 
models), Jerry Messer (Thunder cars), Jeremy Fleck (UCars) 
and Darin Nelson (TQ stock cars). Other Fergus Falls Raceway 
championships went to Oren Hoeper (modifieds), Tim 
Brockhouse (Legends), Kurt Kort (Thunder cars) and Josh 
Whipple (UCars). 

Fergus Falls Raceway rookies of the year included Andy 
Hanson, Joey Johnson, Dirk Henry, Pat Dillon and Whipple. 
Rookie of the year awards also went to I-94 Raceway drivers 
Bill Rode, Johnson, Henry, Joe Kari and Jeremy Fleck. 

Throughout the season, race fans voted for the Most Popular 
Driver Award, and those winners were Jeff Lofquist, Notch, 
Brockhouse, Gordy Mason, Karl, Carrie McDougall and Nelson. 

Head flagman Eric Peterson presented Johnson and Messer 
each a Flagman’s Choice Award, for conduct on and off the 
track. 

Sportsman of the Year awards were voted on by those in 
attendance, and Messer, Andy Mayavski, Gary Oie, Terry 
Merten and Jon Olson were selected as winners from the l-94 
Raceway. Sportsman of the Year winners at the Fergus Falls 
Raceway were Mark Milbeck, Jay Gronewold, Oie, Hoeper and 
Molly Rhoads. 

Mechanic of the Year awards were also selected by those in 
attendance. Winners at the l-94 Raceway were Patrick 
Amelung, Lee McDougall, Todd Tracy, Walt Johnson and Bryan 
Roach. Fergus Falls Raceway Mechanic of the Year winners 
were Rick Craig, Dan Bolstad, Bob Hanson, Walt Johnson and 
John Lofquist. 

Tim Olson, co-owner of both race tracks, spoke to the crowd 
and thanked all for their hard work and participation. Olson also 
set the stage for the upcoming season by briefly addressing 
some of the things drivers and fans can expect, including an 
expanded Minnesota Late Modei Challenge Series, a Labor Day 
ASA Late Model Series race, and other things yet to be 
announced 


AM Racing Announces Driver Line-Up 


SEBRING, FL -- Aston Martin Racing has confirmed an inter- 
national driver line-up for the 2005 American LeMans Series 
season, which begins with the Twelve Hours of Sebring in 
March and includes the 24 Hours of LeMans. 

The six drivers named were David Brabham (Australia), 
Tomas Enge (Czech Republic), Peter Kox (Netherlands), Pedro 
Lamy (Portugal), Stephane Ortelli (France) and Darren Turner 
(UK). This line-up of experienced sports car drivers will share 
driving duties in the team's two DBR9s at each of the races dur- 
ing 2005. 
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Superior Speedwa 


by Jerry O'Brien 

SUPERIOR, WI, Jan. 29 -- More than 

200 drivers, crews, fans, friends and fam- 
ily paid tribute to the 2004 season cham- 
pions at the annual Superior Speedway 
awards banquet, held Saturday at the 
Superior Elk's Club. 
__ The evening's ceremony began with an 
introduction by master of ceremonies 
Chris Stepan of the Speedway’s Board of 
Directors, including president Rob Miller, 
vice-president Harlow Filteau, secretary- 
treasurer Joyce Klick, and board mem- 
bers Katie Birdseye, Rob Ghyselinck, 
Tom Stewart, Cindy Bloomquist, Rick 
Rivord and Al Uotinen. 

After a brief review of the 2004 season 
and a preview of the 2005 season, 
Superior Speedway Hall of Fame selec- 
tion committee secretary and track publi- 
cist Jerry O'Brien introduced the 2005 
Hall of Fame inductees, who will be 
inducted during the Hall of Fame race in 
August. For 2005, five drivers from the 
Inactive Drivers category will be inducted: 
Don Springer, Vern Shaver, Barry 
Kettering, Bob Gherardi and Don 
Roseen; the Pioneer category inductee 
will be former flag man Art Johnson, and 
the nominee from the Active Driver cate- 
gory is Butch Madsen. 

The 2004 Superior Speedway champi- 
ons include Darrell Nelson (WISSOTA 
late models), Kelly Estey (WISSOTA 
modified), Ryan Aho (WISSOTA super 
stocks) and Marshall Andrews (WISSO- 
TA street stocks). 

Rookies of the year were named in two 
divisions. The modified division rookie of 
the year is Jody Bellefeuille, while the 
super stock rookie of the year is Dave 
Flynn. 

For many years someone affiliated 
with the Speedway who is judged to have 
done the most to further the Speedway’s 
success is awarded the Russ Laursen 
Memorial trophy, named for the leg- 
endary racer. The 2004 award was pre- 
sented to Speedway secretary-treasurer 
Klick; it was her second time winning the 
award. 

It was also announced that Speedway 
promoters and managers Larry "Butch" 
and Linda Erickson will not return as pro- 
moters for the 2005 season. The 


Darrell Nelson (1) receives congratu- 
lations from Superior Speedway 
promoter Butch Erickson for his 
2004 late model championship dur- 
ing the track’s annual awards ban- 
quet, held January 29. 


Superior Speedway promoter Butch 
Erickson (r) presents Marshall 
Andrews with his 2004 street stock 
championship awards at the track’s 
banquet January 29. 

Speedway Board president assured 
those in attendance that the Speedway 
will present races in 2005, as they have 
signed a two-year lease agreement with 
the Douglas County Board, and the 
Speedway Board is presently searching 
for a promoter-manager as well as work- 
ing on a schedule that tentatively shows 
two AmsOQil Late Model Series events, 
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Ryan Aho (1!) accepts his 2004 
Superior Speedway super stock 
championships hardware from track 
promoter Butch Erickson during the 
track’s annual awards banquet. 


The prestigious Russ Laursen 
Memorial trophy, presented to val- 
ued workers at the Superior 


` Speedway for years, was awarded to 


Joyce Klick for the second time. 
(Ken Johnson photos) 
two IRA Sprint Series events and two 


World Dirt Racing League late model 
events. 
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ABC Raceway Honors Season’s Best 


by Nick Gima 

ASHLAND, WI, Jan. 22 -- Five repeat champions were hon- 
ored in front of nearly 600 drivers, crew members and fans in 
attendance during the ABC Raceway’s annual end-of-season 
awards festivites and dinner at the Bad River Lodge banquet 
hall in Odanah on Saturday, January 22. 

Nearly 60 trophies and a half-dozen special awards were 
presented, and the top 15 drivers in final 2004 points in each of 
the track’s five divisions received shares of a $14,000 points 
fund. 

The event was emceed by track announcer Nick Gima, and 
opening remarks were made by Raceway president Kurt 
Beeksma, during which he congratulated the five champs and 
thanked and introduced the members of the track’s Board of 
Directors. Also, veteran driver Bob Root was presented a 
diecast replica of his 2004 modified by Beeksma; Root, who 
has raced at the track during the past five decades, announced 
his retirement at this season’s Red Clay Classic. The evening’s 
festivities were then dedicated to Root’s late wife Sandy. 

Among the special presentations were the six-cylinder class 
Hard Charger awards, to third-place Chuck Hawkinson, sec- 
ond-place Steve Tesch and Hard Charger champ Dale 
Coddington. Also, the track presented its Sportsman of the 
Year award to six-cylinder driver and newly-elected Board 
member Greg Jaeger, and its Most Improved Driver award to 
six-cylinder driver Andy Grymala. 

Named as 2004 ABC Raceway rookies of the year were Jim 


Eliason (pure stocks), Shawn McFadden, Jr. (sixes), Cory . 


Casari (WISSOTA street stocks), Chris Martens (WISSOTA 
super stocks) and Ross Lightner (WISSOTA modifieds). 
Beeksma presented the Chuck Anderson Award - given 
annually to those who have donated to the success of the track 
in the truest tradition of volunteerism - to the Lajcek family, for 
their generous efforts. Then Beeksma introduced a new award - 
the President’s Award, presented to someone who has helped 
in the success of the speedway in a behind-the-scenes, long- 


Wednesday Races Return 
to Greenbelt Speedway 


ELDORA, IA, Jan. 27 -- Wednesday night races return to 
Greenbelt Speedway this season, with three IMCA-sanctioned 
divisions heading weekly programs. 

Willie Brown, Sr., who promoted specials at the Hardin 
County Fairgrounds track the last two years as well as the lowa 
Enduro Series in 2004, is in charge of the programs at Eldora. 

IMCA modifieds, stock cars and hobby stocks will see action 
on the fast half-mile dirt track. Sanctioned mods and stocks 
were on the card from 1987, when the speedpiant was known 
as Harconia Raceway, through 2000; the hobby stocks were 
last sanctioned in 1990-'91. 

A practice day for all classes is scheduled for Saturday, April 
9. Points races start Apri! 13 and continue through season 
championship night on August 31. The fair board is planning a 
chili supper, to raise money to help pay for improvements in the 
seating, along with a silent auction and bake sale on Saturday, 
February 19, at the 4-H building on the fairgrounds, with serving 
from 5-9 pm. 


term effort. The initial recipient of the award was Gima. 

Casari, of Hurley, was the first of the champions to be intro- 
duced. In his successful defense of his pure stock title, he led 
the division with five feature wins and won the track’s first-ever 
Pure Stock Special in ‘04. 

Ashland’s Ron Swanson received his second six-cylinder 
points championship, but his first since 1995, after which he 
retired from racing until this past season. Swanson finished 
first, second or third in 11 of the 12 heat races he entered last 
summer and collected two feature wins. 

The street stock title was presented to Larry Haderly of 
Marengo. It was his second title, adding to the one he won in 
2002. He set division-bests in heat wins (six) and feature wins 
(tied with three) and finished in the top five in all 11 of his fea- 
tures run in ‘04 - the only driver in any class to accomplish that. 

Superior’s Scott Lawrence claimed his fourth ABC Raceway 
championship in 2004, but his first in a super stock and his first 
since his street stock dominance in 1997-’99. He tied for a 
track-best seven heat wins, and his lone feature checkered 
moved him to 15th on the track’s all-time win list. 

Another Superior driver, Al Uotinen, celebrated his 25th sea- 
son of stock car racing by earning his second modified champi- 
onship in Ashland - and his first since 1993 - in the closest 
points battle of 2004. He led the division in top-five feature fin- 
ishes (six) and heat wins (tied with four) while collecting two 
feature wins. 

Also during the evening, over $600 was collected for a dona- 
tion to the family of former racer Darryl Kovach, who was 
recently diagnosed with leukemia and is currently undergoing 
treatment. 

The 38th season of racing under the banner of the Ashland- 
Baytield County Racing Association at the 3/8th-mile red clay 
oval south of Ashland will begin in mid-May. A complete sched- 
ule is currently in the works and will be released when complet- 
ed; it will also be included in CFRN’s Race Fan Guide, to be 
published with the April 6 issue 


Haglund is New Promoter 
at Shelby County 


HARLAN, IA, Jan. 25 -- Long-time race fan Bill Haglund is the 
new promoter this season at Shelby County Speedway. 

The 4/10th-mile track at Harlan will again sport four IMCA- 
sanctioned divisions on its Saturday night programs - the late 
models, modifieds, stock cars and hobby stocks. 

An open practice night is planned for April 16, with the first 
points races of 2005 the following week. The point season con- 
tinues through September 3. 

Manager for RPM of lowa, the corporation that operates 
Shelby County Speedway, Haglund has also done public rela- 
tions and marketing work for NASCAR driver Dave Marcis, 
turned wrenches for Richard Childress and was gasman for the 
Helen Rae Special in the early 1980s. 

Haglund headed speedways in Texas and Kansas before 
returning to lowa. He announced at Hamilton County Speedway 
in Webster City the last three years and at Stuart Speedway last 
season. Haglund is also a member of the selection committee 
for the Sprint Car Hall of Fame at Knoxville Raceway. 
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Comparisons of ARCA Champ Kimmel ~ 
with Petty, Earnhardt Inevitable- TX 


DAYTONA BEACH, FL, January 21 -- 
Whether it's the ARCA Re/Max Series or 
the higher leagues in NASCAR, it's hard 
to be a champion. Six-time ARCA Series 
champion Frank Kimmel would know. 

The Clarksville, IN, second-generation 
racer will seek his seventh series title 
when the 42nd annual Advance-Discount 
Auto Parts 200 rolls off from Daytona 
International Speedway on Saturday 
afternoon, February 12. And while the 
comparison between NASCAR's Nextel 
Cup Series and ARCA could be consid- 
ered apples to oranges, there are, 
nonetheless, common denominators. 

To be a champion in either sanction, 
you have to excel on a variety of track 
shapes and sizes over the course of a 
long, grueling season that stretches from 
February to October for ARCA - and 
even longer for NASCAR. 

Dale Earnhardt, Sr., and Richard Petty 
pumped out seven NASCAR Cup Series 
championships each over the course of 
their careers, earning legendary status 
along the way. 

Kimmel, on the other hand, has 
earned six ARCA championships. If he 
can do it again in 2005, he will not only 
become the only seven-time ARCA 
national champion (the late Iggy Katona 
also has six ARCA titles), but he will be 
the first driver in ARCA’s 53 years to win 
six consecutive. He is already the only 
driver to have won four and five straight. 
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Whether Kimmel will be mentioned in - 


the same sentence as Earnhardt or Petty 
in the future is as yet unclear. But if he 
earns that seventh series crown in ‘05, 
Kimmel can rightfully join Earnhardt and 
Petty as a seven-time stock car champi- 
on in a national tour that requires drivers 
to be skillful on similar short-tracks and 
many of the same superspeedways. 
NASCAR adds a couple of road courses 
to its schedule; in the case of ARCA, 
throw in a couple dirt tracks. Either way, 
it's hard to be a champion in either 
league. 

In other comparisons, Petty, in 1,185 
career Cup starts, won 200 races (first 
all-time) over the course of 34 years, 
making him a winner in approximately 17 
percent of the races he started. For 
Earnhardt, his 76 career Cup wins (sixth 
all-time) were spread among 676 career 
Starts during his 26-year NASCAR 
tenure - just over 11 percent of his total 
Starts. 

Kimmel, on the other hand, over a rel- 
atively short 15-year tenure, has earned 
56 career series wins (second ail-time) in 
280 career starts - exactly 20 percent of 
all the races he has started. 

Further, Kimmel, during his 15 years in 
ARCA, only won five races between 
1990-'97. Since hooking up with car 
owner Larry Clement full-time in 1998, 
the year of his first championship, 
Kimmel has won 51 races. Therefore, 
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the Kimmel-Clement bin has 
produced an astou ATN ie a 
to-wins that is, arguably, unrivaled in 
American motorsports. During their 
seven-year (and counting) run to A 
they have won 33 percent of all the races 
they have started. a 
Of course, Kimmel is not yet - and 
may never be - a seven-time ARCA 
Series national champion. But given his 
track record lately, which includes six 
titles in seven years, you may not want 
to bet the farm against it. ; 
Possibly the most telling and impres- 
sive stat outside his win-to-start ratio is 
his lap-leader mark of 8,251 laps led in 
144 ARCA races. In addition, Kimmel is 
already ARCA’s all-time leader in career 
earnings with over $3 million - more than. 
twice as much as the next driver in line. 
With so much potential career yet 
ahead of him, it's fun to wonder what 
Kimmel's stats will look like when he 
finally hangs up his goggles for good 
somewhere down the road, whenever 
that should be. Whether Kimmel joins the 
seven-timer club or not remains to be 
seen, but either way, Frank Kimmel is a 
proven commodity and a remarkably tal- 
ented multi-time champion in major- 
league national stock car racing. It's hard 
to be a champion, let alone a seven-time 
one. 


Parsons, Sneva Among Nine to Join Motorsports Hall 


NOVI, MI -- NASCAR champion Benny Parsons, Indianapolis 
500 winner Tom Sneva and LeMans 24-Hour king Hurley 
Haywood will lead a group of nine racing greats into the 
Motorsports Hall of Fame of America when the organization 
stages its annual induction ceremony on Thursday, August 18, 
at the State Theatre in Detroit. 

Parsons, Sneva and Haywood will be enshrined along with 
drag racer Tommy Ivo, motorcyclist Jay Springsteen, powerboat 
racer Danny Foster, car owners and builders John Holman and 
Ralph Moody, and 1952 Indy 500 winner Troy Ruttman. The 
Class of 2005 will join the 126 racers already enshrined in the 
Motorsports Hall of Fame of America. 

Currently an award-winning NASCAR television analyst, 


Parsons won the 1975 Daytona 500 and the 1980 Coca-Cola 
600, as well as 19 other Winston Cup races. He won the 1973 


Winston Cup title and was the ARCA champion in 1968 and ‘69. 
At Talladega in 1982, Parsons was the first NASCAR driver to 
qualify a car at more than 200 mph. 

Sneva won the 1983 Indy 500 and 12 other Indy car races. 
He earned 14 pole positions and was the first driver to crack the 
mystical 200-mph barrier; he was also the first to eclipse 210 
mph. Sneva won national championships in 1977 and ‘78 driv- 
ing for Roger Penske. 

Haywood is one of America’s most-accomplished endurance 
drivers. He won the 24 Hours of LeMans three times (1977, ‘83 
and ‘94), the 24 Hours of Daytona five times and the 12 Hours 
of Sebring twice. He was the first to win at LeMans and 
Daytona in the same year, and he won the Norelco Cup four 
times. He is IMSA’s point leader among active drivers. 

Ivo played a major role in drag racing’s formative years, set- 
ting the early standard for showmanship with his glass-enclosed 
transporter and multiple-engine dragsters. The fierce and skilled 
competitor focused his career on one-on-one challenges with 
the sport’s biggest names, and he went on to become one of 
the most popular and successful match racers in history. 


Silver Crown Series 
in ‘06 will Reflect 
USAC Expansion 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- The 
United States Auto Club, 


events at tracks tonger than 
one mile in length is also an 


which celebrates its golden 
anniversary this season, will 
experience unprecedented 
expansion of its premier rac- 
ing series in 2006. 

Development and realiza- 
tion of the recently-unveiled 
USAC Silver Crown race car 
will allow for racing at new 
high-profile venues for the 
series. 

Homestead-Miami and 
Kansas Speedways are 
among tracks expected to be 
a part of the expanded 2006 
racing calendar, with discus- 
sions in progress for new 
events at Kentucky and 
Nashville Speedways, In addi- 
tion to already-existing Silver 
Crown venues. 

The series’ presence at 
these high-profile facilities and 
its potential inclusion with 
major traditional racing week 
ends is expected to generate 
increased exposure for the 
series through major media 
outlets and television. 
Accelerated prize money for 


element of the 2006 Silver 
Crown Series slate. 

The new USAC Silver 
Crown pavement car was 
introduced at the Performance 
Racing Industry trade show in 
Indianapolis in December, fol- 
lowing successful testing at 
short tracks and superspeed- 
ways. The prototype, con- 
structed by Riley 
Technologies of Indianapolis, 
exhibits the safety features 
sought by USAC in preparing 
for this series expansion. 
Sidepods, a newly-designed 
front nose and attenuator- 
style tail are part of the new 
car, which maintains the basic 
traditional Silver Crown 
design while offering maxi- 
mum protection for the driver. 

Specifications will be dis- 
tributed to traditional Silver 
Crown Series car builders 
who are anticipating construc- 
tion of their own unique racing 
machines in the coming 
months in preparation for the 
2006 season. 


Springsteen began his motorcycle racing career in 1975 and 
remains competitive today. He was the AMA Grand National 
rookie of the year in 1975 and the youngest AMA Grand 
National champion in 1976 at age 19. He won additional AMA 
titles in 1977 and ‘78, and has won a total of 43 AMA Grand 
National events throughout his career. 

Foster was unlimited powerboat racing’s first post-war super- 
star and its most prolific winner of the 1940s and ‘50s. He won 


the first unlimited race he ever entered, the 1946 President’s 


Cup. He won the Gold Cup in 1947 and ‘48 and season national 
titles in 1947 and ‘50. Between 1946 and 1955, Foster won 14 
races in boats such as the Miss Pepsi V and Guy Lombardo’s 
Tempo VII. 

As car owners and builders closely associated with Ford fac- 
tory efforts, Holman and Moody scored an amazing 93 
NASCAR wins from just 366 starts between 1957-’73. Their 
NASCAR drivers included Curtis Turner, Joe Weatherly, Fred 
Lorenzen, Fireball Roberts, Dick Hutcherson, Bobby Allison, 
A.J. Foyt, Mario Andretti and David Pearson. They also played 
a key role in an American assault on European road racing with 
Ford GT40s in the 1960s. 


In 1925 at age 22, Ruttman was the youngest Indy 500 


champion. He was the 1951 AAA Midwest sprint champion and 


1951-52 Pacific Coast title winner. His other titles include the 


1948 URA midget championship and the 1947-’48 CRA road- 
ster championship. 

The Motorsports Museum & Hall of Fame is operated by the 
Motorsports Museum and Hall of Fame of America Foundation 
Inc. The Hall is a museum housing more than 40 racing and 
high-performance vehicles from the world of Indy cars, stock 
cars, Can Am, TransAm, sprint cars, powerboats, truck racing, 
drag racing, motorcycles, air racing and even snowmobiles. 
Tickets for the induction ceremony can be purchased by calling 
(800) 250-RACE (7223). 


DIRT Motorsports Names New CFO 


NORMAN, OK, Feb. 7 -- Boundless Motor Sports Racing, 
inc., which oversees DIRT Motorsports, the owner of the 
World of Outlaws sprint car and late model racing series, 
announced that it has appointed Brian Carter as chief financial 
officer for DIRT. Carter will report directly to chairman and 
CEO Paul A. Kruger. 

Since late 2000 Carter has held various positions with 
Prescient Applied Intelligence, a supplier of advanced com- 
merce technology solutions. Currently, Carter serves on the 
Board of Directors of Prescient. 


Darland Takes USAC-CRA 
Opener at Manzanita 


PHOENIX, AZ, Jan. 31 -- Dave Darland of Lincoln, IN, cap- 
tured the January 29 opening round of the 2005 USAC/CRA 
Sprint Car Series at Manzanita Speedway. Darland won last 
year’s USAC/CRA Manzanita debut and led the final nine laps 
of Saturday night's race. 

Darland was third behind race leader Darren Hagen and 
Rickie Gaunt when they were involved in a tangle on the back- 
stretch on lap 22. Hagen flipped after leading the first 21 laps 
but escaped injury. 

Darland was trailed at the checkered flag by Charles Davis, 
Jr., Mike Spencer, Rick Williams and Tracy Hines. 
Qualifications were abandoned due to afternoon rains, and heat 
race wins went to Spencer, Cary Faas, Darland and Jesse 
Hockett. Hines won the semi. n =, 

Peter Murphy, Hockett and Faas also escaped injury in sepa- 
rate flips during the program at the half-mile dirt oval. 

RESULTS 
USAC/CRA SPRINTS 

Hoat 1; Mike Spencer, Rickie Gaunt, Seth Wilson 

Hoat 2: Cary Faas, Mike Leslie, Rick Zieh 

Heat 3: Dave Darland, Jimmy Crawford, Bill Rose 

Hoat 4: Jesse Hockott, Josh Ford, Darren Hagen 

Semi-Feature: Tracy Hines, R.J. Johnson, Chuck Buckman, Jr. 

Feature: Darland, Charles Davis, Jr.. Spencer, Rick Williams, Hines, Mike 
Kirby, Rose, Cory Kruseman, Johnson, Buckman 


-USAC Roun 


G ardner, l Williams, Kirby» 
Run.1-2-3 at Perris | 


PERRIS, CA, Feb. 7 -- Damion Gardner of Concord captured 
Saturday afternoon's 30-lap USAC/CRA Sprint Car Series race 
at Perris Auto Speedway, beating defending Series champion 
Rip Williams to the checkered flag. : 

Williams, trying to notch his 100th career car triumph, 
nearly caught Gardner on the final lap but had to settle for sec- 
ond ahead of Mike Kirby, Bill Rose and Seth Wilson. It marked 
the seventh time in two years that the top three drivers in the 
2004 standings have finished 1-2-3 since the USAC/CRA series 
began at the start of the 2004 season. 

Rose led the first ten laps and Gardner led the rest of the 
way. 

The Series resumes February 19 with another 30-lap feature 
at the Perris oval. 


RESULTS 
USAC/CRA SPRINT CAR SERIES 
Qualifying: Damion Gardner, 16.087 secs. 
Trophy Dash: Gardner, Danny Sheridan, Rickie Gaunt. 
Consolation: Ronnie Case, Danny Ebberts, Jordan Hermansader. 
Heat 1: David Cardey, Bill Rose, Gardner. 
Heat 2: Seth Wilson, Jimmy Crawford, Rip Williams. 
Heat 3: Cory Kruseman, Tracy Hines, Randy Waitman. 
Heat 4: Steva Ostling, Tony Jones, Mike Kirby. 
Semi-Feature: Gaunt, Charles Davis, Jr., Mike Spencer. 
Feature: Gardner, Williams, Kirby, Rose, Wilson, Kruseman, Davis, 
Ostling, Alan Ballard, J. Hicks 


Triplett Tops Blythe 
Focus Midget 30-Lapper 


BLYTHE, CA, Feb. 7 -- Matt Triplett‘of Albuquerque, NM, led 
the final eight laps of Saturday night's 30-lap USAC California 
Ford Focus Midget Series feature at the l-10 Speedway in 
Blythe. The race was the first of the season for the California 
Focuses and the first ever for USAC in Blythe. 

Triplett chased Audra Sasselli for 22 laps, then took the lead. 
Sasselli finished second ahead of J.R. Trimino, Robbie 
Whitchurch and J.R. Williams. 

Triplett was also the fastest qualifier. Sasselli won a six-lap 
trophy heat and Steve Davis won an eight-lap heat race. 

USAC Ford Focus midget racing continues February 19 with 
a return to the brand-new Southern Illinois Center indoor facility 
at the south edge of the DuQuoin State Fairgrounds. The final 
race in the Pepsi "Mid-America Ford Focus Midget Nationals" 
includes a 40-lap feature on the 1/6th-mile dirt oval. California 
Focus racing resumes March 12 at the third-mile dirt Bakersfield 
Speedway, while the next California Ford Focus Pavement 
Series event is March 26 at Irwindale Speedway. 

RESULTS 
USAC CALIFORNIA FORD FOCUS PAVEMENT MIDGETS 
Qualifying: Matt Triplett, 14.077 secs. 
Trophy Heat: Audra Sasselli, Chris Veach, Chase Barber. 
Heat: Steve Davis, Robbie Whitchurch, J.R. Trimino. 
Mie Trimino 


Feature: Triplett. Sasse 
Santibanes, Veach, Barber, 


Steele Dominates to Win 
Copper World 100-Miler 


AVONDALE, AZ, Jan. 30 -- Defending USAC Silver Crown 
Series champion Dave Steele of Tampa, FL, ran his "Copper 
World Classic” victory streak to four Sunday, winning the 100- 
mile feature at Phoenix International Raceway. 

Steele led all 100 laps for the second straight year, pushing 
his total in the event to 267 straight laps on the point. He was 
challenged by runner-up Tracy Hines in the final quarter of the 
event but led Hines to the checkered flag for the third straight 
year. Trailing the lead duo were Tyler Walker, J.J. Yeley and 
Brian Tyler. Steele won the event by .224 seconds. 

Steele, who started on the outside of the front row, darted to 
the front and was unmatched throughout the event, which fea- 
tured eight cautions for 42 laps, including three yellows in the 
final ten laps. 

Russ Gamester won the 15-lap qualifying race on Saturday. 
Bobby East ended Steele's three-race polesitter streak at the 
one-mile track, lapping the track at 139.147 mph. 

The series will continue action in the “Hoosier Hundred" May 
27 at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. 

RESULTS 
USAC SILVER CROWN SERIES 

Qualifying: Bobby East, 25,872 secs 

Consolation Race: Russ Gamester, Todd Beach, Boston Reid. 

Feature: Dave Steele, Tracy Hines, Tyler Walker, J.J. Yeley, Brian Tyler, 
Wayne Reutimann, Jr., Jimmy Kite, Ron Gregory, Dave Darland, Eric Gordon. 


Yeley Gains Last-Lap 
Midget Win at PIR 


AVONDALE, AZ, Jan. 30 -- Defending USAC midget "Copper 
World Classic" champ J.J. Yeley used a pair of slower cars to 
make the winning move in Sunday's 25-lap main event, part of 
the 28th annual "Copper World Classic" at Phoenix International 
Raceway. 

Yeley led only the final lap of the contest, making a bold move 
in traffic to beat Jay Drake, teammate Bobby East, Dave Steele 
and Tracy Hines to the twin checkered flags. 

Michael Lewis was the pacesetter during the first 15 laps of 
the caution-marred event, holding advantages of over a second 
at times before being brought in during a caution period for 
removal of a loose rear sway bar. East inherited the lead and 
held off Yeley and Drake until turn 4 of the final lap, when he 
went high to avoid running into slower traffic. Yeley split the mid- 
die and Drake dived low, and Yeley’s final margin of victory was 
.049 seconds. 

The USAC National Midget Car Series is idle until May 7 
when it visits The Raceway at Powercom Park in Beaver Dam, 
WI, while the Western Midget Car Series resumes action March 
5 at Altamont Motorsports Park in Tracy, CA. 

RESULTS 
USAC NATIONAL/WESTERN MIDGETS 

Qualifying: Michael Lewis, 26.305 secs. 

Feature: J.J. Yeley, Jay Drake, Bobby East, Dave Steele, Tracy Hines, 
Aaron Fike, Tom Hessert tll, Josh Wise, Ron Gregory, Dalien McKenney 
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Release 19-Event Schedule 


SALEM, IN, January 17 -- 
Officials of the CRA Super 
Series released a tentative 
schedule for the upcoming 
2005 season. The schedule 
consists of 19 total events - 
18 regular CRA Super Series 
points events, and the All 
American 300 non-points 
event co-sanctioned with the 
Southern All Star Racing 
Series. 

On April 16 the CRA will 
open its season, as it has for 
the last eight years, at 
Anderson Speedway, the his- 
toric quarter-mile speedplant 
that was the birthplace of the 
Series in 1997. From there 
the Series will travel to 
Winchester Speedway on 
April 24 as part of that track’s 
first event of it’s 2005 Grand 
Re-Opening Season. The 
Series will then travel to 
Mansfield (OH) Motorsports 
Speedway on April 30 for the 
first of two events at that facili- 
ty in 2065. 

The May 14-15 event at 
Indianapolis Raceway Park, 
where the CRA will again 
team up with the USAR 
Hooters Pro Cup Northern 
Series, will be followed by a 
return to Toledo (OH) 
Speedway on Memorial Day 
weekend for twin 100-lap fea- 
tures in conjunction with the 
Main Event Outlaw Late 
Model Series on Sunday, May 
29. 

The CRA stays in Ohio for 
the second annual Buckeye 
Bash at Columbus Motor 
Speedway on June 4, then 
travels to Michigan for the first 
of two shows at Berlin 
Raceway on June 18. The 
Series then visits Schererville 
for the Elmer Musgrave 
Memoria! at Illiana Motor 


Street Stock Tour Re | 


SALEM, IN -- Champion 
released the rules for CRA 
Winchester 


peedway five times during the 2005 season , 


event will feature a $1,000-to- 
eptember 18 the CRA street 
at Winchester Speedway for 
paying $200. 


stocks, to be 


The standard 30-lap CRA street stock races wil 
April 24, June 12, August 14 and September 4-5 Aky aies 
and October 22-23 at Salem Speedway. These five events, 
plus the $5,000-to-win event at Winchester, will make up the 
championship schedule for the street stocks. The 2005 CRA 
street stock champion will be crowned as part of the eighth 
annual CRA Super Series awards banquet later this year. 

This package of races has been a project that the CRA offi- 
cials have wanted to put in place for a number of years, and 
the re-opening of Winchester Speedway has made it possible. 
CRA officials have also announced that the 200-lap event on 
Soi 18 will award double points. 

eams interested in the CRA street stock rules 
forms for the $5,000-to-win race can call (812) nese. = 


Speedway on June 25 before 
the traditional Firecracker 125 
on July 2 at the remodeled 
and reopened Angola Motor 
Speedway. 

Next up on the schedule, 
the Anderson Speedway 
plays host to the 38th annual 
Anderson 400, on July 15-16. 
On July 31, the Series will 
return to Kalamazoo (Ml) 
Speedway, and on August 13 
it will race at Anderson for the 
final time in 2005. 

On August 20 the Series 
will make its second visit to 
Berlin Raceway, and on 
September 5 the CRA will be 
part of the historic World 
Stock Car Festival at 
Winchester Speedway. The 
Series will then make its sec- 
ond visit of 2005 to Mansfield 
on September 11, and on 
the 


Rockford (IL) Speedway will 
host its 40th annual National 
Short Track Championships, 
featuring the CRA’s third visit 
to that historic quarter-mile 
track. 

On October 1, the CRA 
Super Series will run a 150- 
lap event as part of the 2005 
World Cup 300 at I-70 
Speedway, and the points 
season closes on October 22- 
23 at Salem Speedway, 
where the Series champi- 
onship will be decided. The 
season-ending All American 
300 will be held at the Music 
Sa MotorPlex in Nashville, 


The complete 2005 CRA 
Super Series schedule will be 
included in CFRN’s annual 
Race Fan Guide, to be pub- 
lished April 6. 
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Five first-timé venues inchidéd 
by Tom e. 


Lathen 
GILMAN CITY, MO, Jan. 29 -- The World 


Dirt Racing League Late Model Series has Pein 
schedule of events. The’ y 


announced its 2005 
schedule, the largest in the Series’ four-year 


history, consists of 33 events in seven states ‘ne 


and includes five first-time venues for the 
series. 

"We are very excited about this year's 
schedule," commented series founder and 
director Jim Wilson. "Most of the 2004 venues 
are back on this year's schedule, and we have 
been able to add a number of race tracks we 
have never been to.” 

The 2005 season opens on Saturday night, 
April 2, with the first of two Series appearances 
at Nebraska Raceway Park in Greenwood, NE; 
the curtain closes more than six months later 
at Outlaw Motor Speedway in Muskogee, OK, 
on October 14-15. The WDRL will also stop at 
pe northeastern Oklahoma facility on May 20- 


West Liberty (IA) Raceway will again host 
four series events in 2005, on April 9 and May 
30, and for the second annual Al Frieden 
Memorial on September 23 followed by the 
Liberty Fall Classic the following night. 

Davenport (IA) Speedway and Freeport (IL) 
Raceway Park will host three events each this 
season. In addition to an April 8 date, 
Davenport will also host holiday events on 
Independence Day, July 4, and Labor Day, 
September 5. The dates for Freeport are April 
16, June 4 and August 11. 

The two-night Late Model Showdown at 
Lakeside Speedway in Kansas City, KS, will 
coincide with NASCAR’s Nextel Cup weekend 
events at the nearby Kansas Speedway, on 


will host two ser 
Speedway in > Ae A 
apa i West Unio 
peedway in Jefferson, SD; anc 
yin baard i p i 


Other first-time Sahi ss includ 
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"This year's schedule definitely 
how popular the (WDRL) has becom: 

Wilson. "We started out with o 
prison ha our first year, 2001, ; 
since then we have been able to 
schedule.” g 

According to Wilson, one or two additional 
dates still may be added to the schedule. 

_ For car specifications, entry forms, informa- 
tion on scheduling a race or sponsorship 
opportunities for the World Dirt Re jue 
PolyDome Late Model Series, contact series 
founder and director Wilson at (660) 876-5632 
or by e-mail at <worldraceleague@ 
netzero.net>. The complete 2005 WDRL Late 
Model Series schedule will be included in 
CFRN's annual Race Fan Guide, to be pub- 
lished April 6. 


Speedway in Wi City, IA; Buena V 
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Aggressive Schedule Set for 
2005 WoO Late Models 


September 


24-25, 


Deer Creek Announces 2005 Schedule 


by Bill Neison 

SPRING VALLEY, MN, January 17 -- Deer 
Creek Speedway has announced its 2005 race 
Schedule, with a calendar packed full of new 
Specials and the return of many other popular 
events. , 

Highlighting the schedule are two new 
events for the season. On Monday, June 6, the 
26th “Gopher 50” late model race will be held 
at the Speedway, with sanctioning from the 
World of Outlaws Late Model Series. The 
national touring series will make its first-ever 
appearance at Deer Creek, and all advance 
ticket holders of previous Gopher 50 races will 
be offered tickets before the tickets go on sale 
to the general public. More information on 
Gopher 50 ticket sales will be released soon. 


On Saturday, June 25, the Bumper to 
Bumper IRA Outlaw Sprint Series will circle the 
speedway, making their first appearance here. 
A new speed record is expected to be set at 
the high-banked southern Minnesota speed- 
plant by one of the 410 winged sprinters. 

Other events during the season include two 
United States Modified Touring Series visits, 
along with the seventh annual Fall Jamboree 
featuring the USMTS mods. The Combine 
Demolition Derby returns on July 13. 

August 9 will also see the return of the World 
Dirt Racing League to the speedway. During 
August, all kids receive free admission into the 
Speedway. ‘ 

Racing action starts April 9, and all April 
races will start at 5 pm. 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
CO, Feb. 5 -- The second rac- 
ing season for the World of 
Outlaws Late Model Series 
will feature a busy 53-date 
schedule in which the “Dirty 
Dozen” visits 37 speedways in 
19 states. 

The season will kick off 
Thursday, Febuary 17, at 
Volusia Speedway Park in 
Barberville, FL, followed by a 
return engagement to the 
speedway on Saturday, 
February 19. The series’ sea- 
son will swing into full-force in 
April, with stops at Allegany 
County (MD) Speedway, 
Virginia (VA) Motor 
Speedway, Lernerville (PA) 
Speedway and Hagerstown 
(MD) Speedway. 

May features visits to 
Atomic (TN) Motor Speedway, 
I-20 (SC) Speedway, 
Limaland (OH) Motorsports 


A S 


Park, LaSalle (IL) Speedway, 
Brushcreek (OH) Motorsports 
Complex and Tri-State (IN) 


~ Speedway. 


Ten dates fill the month of 
June, starting with a visit to 
Farley (IA) Speedway and fol- 
lowed by dates at Eagle (NE) 
Raceway, Dakota (SD) State 


Fair Speedway, Deer Creek Spee i 


(MN) Speedway, Cedar Lake 
(WI) Speedway, Ransomville 
(NY) Speedway, Fulton (NY) 
Speedway and Bridgeport 
(NJ) Speedway. 

The July portion of the 
docket kicks off at Delaware 
(DE) International Speedway, 
followed by stops at Potomac 
(MD) Speedway, Hagerstown 
Speedway, Sharon (OH) 
Speedway, Memphis (TN) 
Motorsports Park, Tri-State 
(OK) Speedway, l-44 
Speedway and Red River 
(ND) Valley Speedway. 


Another stop at Cedar Lake 
Speedway opens August for 
the Series, followed by stops 
at Lernerville, Lincoln (PA) 
Speedway, Lebanon (NY) 
Valley Speedway, Rolling 
Wheels (NY) Raceway Park, 
pices Kentucky (KY) 

p ariel eal 


September features events 
at Tri-City (PA) Speedway, 
Tri-City (IL) Speedway and I- 
55 (MO) Speedway. The 2005 
campaign will wrap up in 
October with dates at West 
Virginia (WV) Motor 
Speedway and Kentucky Lake 
(KY) Motor Speedway. 

The complete World of 
Outlaws Late Model Series 
schedule will be included in 
CFRN’s Race Fan Guide, to 
be published with the April 6 
issue 


Youth Movement Brought to Forefront in Oglethorpe 


by Katherine Adams 

POOLER, GA, Feb. 5 -- The inau- 
gural Young Guns Shoot-Out for 
young stars of dirt late model and 
open-wheel modified racing took 
center stage at this year’s 
Oglethorpe Speedway Park 
Winternationals, while Robert 
Diekemper of nearby Bloomingdale 
Stole the spotlight by winning both 
late model features on Friday and 
Saturday night over a field of 45 
entries. 

The 20-year-old Diekemper swept 
the action for the crate engine-pow- 
ered division by qualifying fastest on 
both nights, then holding off 
Nebraska late model standout Steve 
Kosiski on Friday night and North 
Carolina hotshoe Tony Farris on 
Saturday. 

Diekemper was the OSP late 
model rookie of the year in 2003 
while collecting a remarkable 
Summer Sizzler 100 victory at the 
age of eighteen. 

Friday night’s show saw Kosiski 
finish second ahead of North 
Carolina's Branden Ifft. Local star 
Ronnie Tullis was fourth ahead of 
Jacksonville, FL's David Browning. 

The strong runs for the young driv- 
ers left a few veterans sitting on the 
sideline. Legendary super late model 
driver Sonny Conley failed to make 
the show, along with perennial OSP 
Winternationals hot dog Skimp 
Henry. Last year’s Fastrak 
Champions Tour champ Todd 


Higdon had to use a provisional to 
get into the Friday night field, while 
the ageless Buck Simmons snuck 
into the field in the first of two last- 
chance races. 

Saturday night’s late model 30- 
lapper saw Tony Farris finish second 
to Diekemper, with Kosiski nabbing 
third. Ed Kosiski, Steve’s brother, fin- 
ished in fourth, followed by Timmy 
Millwood. The post-race inspection 
process bumped Farris from the fin- 
ishing line-up, after his car was 
found to have an illegal spacer plate 
mounted between the carburetor and 
intake manifold. The disqualification 
moved Branden Yawn to fifth. 

Last year’s points runner-up at 
OSP, Donnie Bazemore, needed a 
provisional to gain the Saturday 
night starting field, while Jody 
Paimer, Billy Costello and Tullis 
watched from the sidelines. 

in other action, three-time OSP 
street stock champion Ricky Bozard 
returned to action after a seven-year 
absence, shook off the rust and 
made a daring last-lap pass of 
Michael Davis to secure his first trip 
to victory lane since 1998. Brian 
Barnes was third followed by Adam 
Chambers and Albert Cosnahan. 

Another former champion, Brian 
Barnes, broke into victory lane on 
Saturday night after he held off chal- 
lenge after challenge to beat Chris 
Litchfield’ and Chris Casteel for his 
first trip to OSP’s victory lane in over 
two years. Ricky Bozard was fourth 


followed by Kyle Livingood. 

The mini-stock race on Friday 
night was won by Josh Carter, while 
Saturday night’s feature winner was 
Chris Wilkerson. In the 440 Series, 
Danny Herrington was Friday night’s 
feature winner and David Smith won 
Saturday night's finale. 

The Young Guns Shoot-Out also 
took place on Saturday night, and 
Florida’s Bodine Massengill was the 
winner of the 25-lap main for late 
model drivers ages 18 and younger, 
while lowa’s Zack VanderBeek was 
the champion for the open-wheel 
modifieds. 

RESULTS 


from Friday, 2/4: 
LATE MODELS 

1-10: Robert Diekemper, Steve Kosiski, 
Branden Ifft, Ronnie Tullis, David Browning, 
Tommy Long, Jonathan Joiner, Branden 
Yawn, Jody Palmer, Corey Fletcher. 

11-20: Crandall Turner, Ricky Brant, Scott 
Shirley, Glenn Yawn, Lonnie Brant, Ed 
Kosiski, Todd Higdon, Daruge Mathison, A.J. 
Watson, Mike Bruner 

21-29: Ryan Bryson, Billy Costello, 
Donnie Bazemore, Tony Farris, Shane 
Riner, Dusty Williams, Jeremy Ledford, Buck 
Simmons, Brian Nuttal. f 
SUPER STREET STOCKS 

1-10: Ricky Bozard, Michael Davis, Brian 
Barnes, Adam Chambers, Albert Cosnahan, 
Rick Hunter, Jay Hendricks, Chris Litchfield, 
Kyle Livingood, Andy Logue. 

11-20: Ray Collins, Brian White, Chris 
Casteel, Sean Cloud, Vernon McCurry, 
Jessie Roberson, Tim Landin, Chris Hinely, 
Brian Trudell, Bobby Oostlander 
MINI-STOCKS 

1-10: Josh Carter, Chris Wilkerson, 


Bobby Morris, Buddy Jacoby, Jash.Parsish,, 


David Johnikin, Doug Briggs, A.J. Horton, 


Joey Dunran, Brad McKenzie. 

11: Frank Hickman. 

440 SERIES 

1-10: Danny Herrington, David Smith, 
Jason Rewis, Jamie Hopkins, W.R. Rewis, 
Michael Bean, Phillip Dickerson, Richard 
Bradby, Clayton Fioyd, Derrick Jenkins. 

11-12: Jeremy Crosby, Paul Deloach. 
from Saturday, 2/5: 

LATE MODELS 

1-10: Robert Diekemper, Steve Kosiski, 
Ed Kosiski, Timmy Millwood, Branden Yawn, 
Glenn Yawn, Ricky Brant, Corey Fletcher, 
Lonnie Brant, Scott Shirley. 

11-20: Bill Peters, A.J. Watson, Jonathan 
Joiner, Casey Barrow, Randall Clark, Skimp 
Henry, Jody Palmer, Todd Higdon, Crandall 
Turner, David Browning. 

21-27: Mike Bruner, Jeremy Ledford, 
Buck Simmons, Brandon ifft, Dusty Williams, 
Tommy Long, Donnie Bazemore. 

SUPER STREET STOCKS è 

1-10: Brian Barnes, Chris Litchfield, Chris 
Casteel, Ricky Bozard, Kyle Livingood, Brian 
Trudell, Andy Logue, Dustin Smith, Andy 
Stallings, Brian White. 

11-17: Albert Cosnahan, Rick Hunter, 
Ray Collins, Lloyd Williams, Al Wiggins, 
Sean Cloud, Jessie Roberson. 


‘Shoot-Out’ 


MINI-STOCKS 

1-10: Chris Wilkerson, Bobby Morris, 
Buddy Jacoby, David Johninkin, Brad 
McKenzie, A.J. Horton, Doug Briggs, Josh 
Parrish, unknown, Josh Carter. 
440 SERIES 

1-10: David Smith, Danny Herrington, 
Clayton Floyd, Michael Bean, Jason Rewis, 
Phillip Dickerson, W.R. Rewis, Derrick 
Jenkins, Jamie Hopkins, Brandon Hunnicutt. 

11-14: Richard Bradley, Jeremy Crosby, 
Paul Deloach, Jimmy Swanson. 
YOUNG GUNS SHOOT-OUT 

Late Models: 1-10: Bodine Massengill, 
Fernandina Beach, FL; Matt Smith, Powder 
Springs, GA; Matt Henderson, Loudon, TN; 
Dylan Thompson, Paducah, KY; Branden 
Yawn, Rincon, GA; Jonathan Joiner, Milton, 
FL; A.J. Watson, Loganville, GA; Jordan 
Bland, Cambelisville, KY; Craig Shuffield, 
Fayetteville, NC; Matt Hubbard, Seaford, DE. 

Open-Wheel Modifieds: Zack 
VanderBeek, New Sharon, IA; Adam Martin, 
Ada, OK; Craig Shuffield, Fayetteville, NC; 
Jeremy Rayburn, Lucamville, OH; Chase 
Cooper, Gulfport, MS; Aaron Higgins; Derek 
Kopp, Montrose, CO; Porter Smith, Aztec, 
NM; Justin Ratliff, Cambelisville, KY; 
Anthony Slusher, Lucasville, OH. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- Charles T. "Charlie" Brockman, a former president 
of the United States Auto Club, passed away on January 18. He was 77. 

| Brockman jas held a variety of posts with USAC almost from its incep- 

tion. Brockman served as Master of Ceremonies for every USAC banquet 

| from the very first one in May 1957 until he was elected USAC president in 

' January 1969. Named USAC's director of publicity for USAC in 1958, 

| Brockman became the secretary to the Board of Directors in 1963 and then 


| chairman of the USAC rules committee in September 1967. After serving as 
| USAC president from 1969-'72, he continued to be involved with a variet 
| of committees and was still an ex-officio board member and director eme 

| tus until the time of his passing. He was also one of the founding memt 


” of the’ American Racing Writers and Broadcasters Association in 1955. 


=> 
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NASCAR Midwest Series Notebook: 
Midwest Series Grads Make Headlines 


DAYTONA BEACH, FI, 
Feb. 4 -- Several former 
NASCAR AutoZone Elite 
Division, Midwest Series driv- 
ers find themselves in the 
news this year, led by 2003 
NASCAR Craftsman Truck 
Series champion Travis 
Kvapil, who has jumped into 
the NASCAR Nextel Cup 
Series as the driver of 
Penske-Jasper Racing’s num- 
ber 77 car. 

Kvapil, of Janesville, WI, 
spent the 1999-2000 seasons 
in the Midwest Series, where 
he recorded two wins and 15 
top-five finishes in 31 starts 
before advancing to the Truck 
Series in 2001. 

Clint Bowyer, a 2002 
NASCAR Weekly Series 
regional champion and 2003 
rookie-of-the-year contender 
in the Midwest Series, ran a 
limited NASCAR Busch 
Series schedule for Richard 
Childress Racing in 2004 and 
will step up to a full schedule 
in RCR’s number 2 car in 
2005. Bowyer posted four top- 
five finishes in 17 starts in his 


Busch Series debut season. 

Other former Midwest 
Series drivers to watch 
include Pau! Menard, who 
returns for his second season 
the Busch Series as the driver 
of the number 11 car for Dale 
Earnhardt, !Inc.; and Jamie 
McMurray, who raced on the 
Midwest Series in 1998-’99 
and will attempt to earn a spot 
in the 2005 “Chase for the 
Championship” in Nextel Cup. 
In addition, McMurray will 
drive RWI Racing's number 
64 car on a limited schedule 
in the Busch Series. 

Record year for Steve 
Carlson? - Since NASCAR 
began sanctioning the 
Midwest Series (formerly 
ARTGO Challenge Series) in 
1998, Steve Carlson has 
recorded 38 wins - an aver- 
age of 5.4 wins per season. At 
this rate, Carlson will find him- 
self on top of the Midwest 
Series all-time win list before 
too long. Carison, a nine-time 
Series champion from West 
Salem, WI, has 65 career vic- 


Realignment Results in 


Five IMCA Mod Regions 


VINTON, IA, Jan. 20 -- IMCA modifieds will 
compete in five regions this season. 
The realignment from seven to five regions 


Region. 


Billings will be the sole director in the Eastern 


Several changes in geographical borders 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


tories - just three wins shy of 
Dick Trickle’s record of 68 
wins. 

kitte 

Defending title no east 
feat for Diercks - Since the 
Midwest Series’ NASCAR era 
began in 1998, Carlson has 
been the leading driver in all 
categories. In addition to his 
38 NASCAR wins, Carlson 
has won the Series champi- 
onship in five of the past 
seven seasons. 

Carison’s annual domi- 
nance was one reason why 
Justin Diercks’ 2004 champi- 
onship run was so impressive. 
As Diercks prepares to defend 
his title, here is one fact that 
will put the challenge in per- 
spective: in 2000, the only 
other season since 1998 in 
which Carlson was not the 
reigning champion (Brian 
Hoppe won the honors in 
1999), he regained the title by 
207 points - the largest cham- 
pionship margin of his 
NASCAR career. 


oT. NaS 
> Lo: = a 
2004 Music City Motorplex champions honored at the track’s annual awards banquet 


include (l-r) Scott Borchetta (super trucks), Wade Buttrey (late modele) and Derrick 
Johnson (Grand National sportsman). (submitted photo) 


Drivers Honored at Music City 
Motorplex Champion's Banquet 


NASHVILLE, TN, January 17 -- More than semi-pro), Edward Norman, Jr. (FrontRunners) 
300 people turned out to see the crowning of and Nicholas Formosa (FrontRunners). 
the 2004 Music City Motorplex champions The youngest Saturday night champion, 
Saturday night at the Stadium Club at Josh Berry, was honored for his Junior 
Vanderbilt. Renowned Nashville sportscaster FrontRunners championship, Formosa picked 


will be accomplished with mergers of the 
Western and Mountain regions, and the 
Northeastern and Gulf Coast regions. Payouts 
from the $28,000 regional point fund will be 
adjusted accordingly, with the top ten drivers in 
each region earning shares of $5,600. 

Point standings had been kept and champi- 
ons crowned in seven regions since 1995, with 
a $4,000 point fund for the top five drivers in 
each. 

Combining the regions will produce compa- 
rable numbers of drivers to the other remaining 


regions, resulting in a more equal points fund 
basis, according to IMCA vice-president of 
operations Brett Root. 

The newly merged regions will be titled the 
Western and Eastern regions, respectively. 
Western Region director Paul Vetter and 
Mountain Region director A! Buschelman will 
be co-directors of the new Western Region, 
whilen Northeastern Re-gion director Ed 


2005 IROC Driver Field Unveiled; 
Includes Kenseth, Seven 


DAYTONA BEACH, FL, 


accompany the realignment: 

- Western Colorado will be in the Western 
Region; the eastern half of the state moves to 
the Central Region; 

- All of New Mexico and all of Louisiana will 
be in the South Central Region; 

- Illinois moves from what had been the 
Northeastern Region to the North Central. 

Regional and national standings will comtin- 
ue to be based on a driver’s best 30 starts. 

IMCA first experimented with designating 
tracks in various regions in the early 1980s, 
when sanctions existed in six different states. 
With sanctions from coast to coast by 1993, 
{MCA revived the concept and created five 
geographical regions. Several boundary 
changes were made when that number was 
expanded to seven ten years ago. 

IMCA anticipates making an announcement 
on title sponsorship of the five regions in 
February. 


‘04 Champs 


tracks and one short track. 


Rudy Kalis served as master of ceremonies, 
presenting more than 90 awards throughout 
the night. 

The night's main attraction was the crowning 
of the 2004 champions. Wade Buttrey received 
the NASCAR late model champion's trophy, as 
part of a sixth-place finish in the NASCAR 
Weekly Series Sunbelt Region. The first-ever 
back-to-back NASCAR Super Trucks champi- 
onship went to Scott Borchetta, who also won 
sixth place in the Sunbelt Region. The 
NASCAR Grand National Sportsman champi- 


onship went to a deserving Derrick Johnson. 
Special awards included the first annual 


Marty Robbins Award, presented to Jim Ed 
Norman for his dedication to the sport. Ricky 
Bolden picked up the 2004 Total Performance 
Team Player Award, and Dick Steagail picked 
up the Good Sportsman Award. The Crew 
Chief of the Year honor went to James Buttrey, 
and Terry Parks was recognized as the 
Mechanic of the Year. 


LeRoy Binkley thanked his family and crew - 


for aiding in his championship in the super 
stocks. Other Thursday champions honored 
were Jeff Letson (pro modifieds), Tommy 
Climer (late models), Kenny Summers 


up another FrontRunners trophy, and Clint Ivey 
was awarded the championship in the 
Tennessee Street Outlaws division. 

In the Legend cars, Jesse Carter won the 
Masters, Brad Morgan was tops in the pros, 
and Kevin Rollins was best in the Semi-Pro. 

Some of the other drivers honored at the 
banquet included rookie of the year winners 
Ben Davis (junior FrontRunners), Coble 
(FrontRunners), Chris Brachey (Legends), 
Ricky Groves (super stocks), Howard Tucker 
(Grand National Sportsman), Formosa (super 
trucks) and Willie Allen (NASCAR late models). 

The 2004 Most Improved Driver award °win- 
ners were Keith Krantz, Ronnie Campbell’ and 
Daniel Pope. The 2004 Young Gun Award 
went to Les Howell, who also picked up the 
"Big Wheeler" award for making the weekly 
trek from Muscle Shoals, AL. Super truck driv- 
er Michael Driscoll was awarded the “Big 
Roller" tire roller, and Keeton Hanks was rec- 
ognized for his new track record in a Legends 
Car. 

Driver registration has been set for 
Saturday, March 12, at the Tennessee State 
Fairgrounds’ Wilson Hall. Drivers may register 
for their 2005 numbers between 10 am and 


Jan. 19 -- Crown Royal 
International Race of 
Champions officials have 
announced their driver field 
for the 2005 IROC Series, 
which kicks off its 29th season 
on February 18 at Daytona 
International Speedway. 

The invitational series will 
feature 12 champion drivers 
from different forms of auto 
racing in equaily-prepared 
cars. The 2005 driver field will 
consist of seven drivers who 
captured their respective 
series championships in 2004. 

Matt Kenseth, winner of two 
IROC events last season, is 
the defending series champi- 
on, while Mark Martin will 
make his 11th IROC appear- 
ance and seek a record- 
breaking fifth title to move 
ahead of Dale Earnhardt. 

This year’s champion will 


place purse. 

The 2005 IROC field 
includes Kenseth, ‘04 Nextel 
Cup Series champ Kurt Busch 
and Mark Martin from the 
NASCAR Nextel Cup Series; 
‘04 Champ Car titlist 
Sebastien Bourdais; ‘04 
NASCAR Truck Series cham- 
pion Bobby Hamilton; ‘04 
World of Outlaws sprint car 
champ Steve Kinser; ‘04 
Grand American Road Racing 
Series co-champions Max 
Papis and Scott Pruett; ‘04 
NASCAR Busch Series cham- 
pion Martin Truex, Jr.; two- 
time Indianapolis 500 winner 
Helio Castroneves and ‘04 
Indy 500 champ Buddy Rice 
from the IRL IndyCar Series; 
and 2001 World of Outlaws 
champion Danny Lasoski. 

The IROC Series will con- 
sist of four races on diverse 
tracks, including one super- 


(Legends master), Dillion Oliver (Legends 


IRA’s Hunt Picks Up New Sponsor 


WI, Feb. 4 — = 2004 IRA rookie of the year Andy Hunt has welcomed a new spon- 
sor to his team. Tar espe et Soest faye eres as Pea Vee aR Oran D 
Hunt's number 9A in 2005. 


noon. 


Following the season-opener 
at Daytona, the series will 
shift to Texas Motor 
Speedway on April 15, fol- 
lowed by stops at Richmond 
(VA) International Raceway 
on September 8 and Atlanta 
(GA) Motor Speedway on 
October 29. 

Wisconsin native Kenseth, 
winner of last year’s final two 
IROC races at Richmond and 
Atlanta, finished the 2004 
Nextel Cup season with eight 
top-five and 16 top-ten finish- 
es on his way to an eighth- 
place finish in the Series’ 
points standings. 

Martin will attempt to add to 
his record four IROC titles 
(1994, ’96-’98) and 11 IROC 
race wins as part of his 
“Salute To You” 2005 farewell 
season. 


Associates will also join the team in 2005 as an associate sponsor. 
Interstate Racing Association Outlaw Sprint Series, as well as selected special shows, in 2005. 


All Stars Announce 2005 Schedule 


by Scott Hall the All Stars in 1991; the Attica, Wayne County, 
CAMARGO, IL -- The All series last visited Raceway 7 Raceway 7, Sharon, Fremont, 


take home a $1 million first- 


Martin Announces 
Commemoriative Brick Program 


CONCORD, NC, January 7 -- Mark Martin 
grew up in Batesville, AR, where he dreamed 
of a life of stardom on the NASCAR circuit. 

Today, Martin has plans for a museum that 
will be housed in Batesville at the sight of his 
brand new car dealership, where he plans to 
house each of his NASCAR trophies, select 
race cars and several other items he collected 
along his journey since leaving Arkansas in the 
late ‘70s. 

"Batesville gave me a lot when | was grow- 
ing up,” said Martin recently, “and now | want 
to take all the things that | was fortunate to win 
over the years and bring them home for every- 


speedway, two intermediate 


one to see.” 

In order to share this return home with his 
fans, Martin has decided to start "The Road 
Home" commemorative brick program, where 
fans can share in and be a part of Martin's 
career and return to his roots. Those participat- 
ing in "The Road Home" program will receive a 
free limited edition 1/24th-scale diecast car 
specially designed to commemorate the pro- 
gram. The collector car is valued at $99.00 and 
can only be obtained by purchasing a brick 
paver. 

For more information, visit <www.markmart- 
infordmercury.com> 


Star Circuit of Champions 
sprint car series has posted 
an ambitious 61-race sched- 
ule for the 2005 season. A 
total of 48 races are con- 
firmed at speedways in seven 
states, with another 13 race 
dates to be released as soon 
as signed contracts are 
received in the All Star office. 
New to the schedule this 
year are four tracks - the 
Sand Mountain Speedway in 
rt, Meade, FL; the 
Owensburg (IN) Speedway; 
the Brush Creek Motorsports 
Park in Peebles, OH; and the 
Fowlerville (MI) Fairgrounds. 
Returning to the All Star 
schedule after several years’ 
absence are five tracks - Ohio 
Valley Speedway, near 


‘Parkersburg, WV, /last hosted 7 


in Conneaut, OH, in 1994; the 
last Williams Grove 
Speedway All Star event was 
in 2003; Skyline Speedway in 
Stewart, OH; last hosted the 
series in 1998; and the last 
Benton (MO) Speedway was 
in 2003. 

The season opens with a 
four-day show at Volusia 
Speedway Park in Barberville, 
FL, on Feb. 8, 9, 10 and 12. 
Other mainstays of the All 
Star schedule include the 
Attica Raceway Park Spring 
Nationals, the Sharon 
Nationals and the 
Lawrenceburg Speedway 
Hoosier Fall Classic. 

Ohio Speedweek is set for 
eight nights of action starting 
June 25 at Eldora and running 


on conseoutive nights ats’-*' i 


Limaland and K-C Raceway. 
The annual “Thunder Through 
the Plains” tour, during the 
week following the Knoxville 
Nationals, will be held once 
again, with the tracks partici- 
pating to be announced later 
this season. 

St François Co. Speedway 
in Farmington, MO; Hartford 
Speedway Park, Butler 
Battlegrounds, Lincoln, West 
Virginia Motor Speedway, 
Port Royal and Lernerville will 
also host events this season. 

The complete 2005 All Star 
Sprint Series schedule will be 
included in CFRN's annual 
Race Fan Guide, to be pub- 
lished April 6. For more infor- 
mation, call (217) 352-9221, 


February 9, 2005 


The familiar cry of “slow ' 

down” was rumbling through NASCAR 
after the 1964 season when three drivers 
- Jimmy Pardue, Joe Weatherly and 
Fireball Roberts - all perished in acci- 
dents. For 1965, NASCAR, never one to 
sit around merely moaning about a prob- 
lem, imposed a general displacement 
limit of 428 cubic inches and banned the 
RRES: beast and Ford “hi-riser" 
; ines rom superspeedways 
Carburetors were limited to one - i 
11/16 inen aI ASAR. four-barrel with a one-and- 

ord praised the new rules, but Chrysler pi 
citing lack of sufficient notice, and decided apeiga ie. 
USAC and other places. USAC was allowing the powerful 
engines on the grounds that it preferred to give its people and 
the manufacturers one year’s notice on any changes. Big Bill 
France scorned that idea, saying that the manufacturers would- 
n't fet him know what they were intending to build anyway. The 
top Chrysler drivers, notably Richard Petty and Buck Baker 
nixed USAC, claiming that USAC didn't pay enough. Petty took 
a Plymouth Barracuda drag racing. Baker went to General 
Motors products before eventually returning to Chrysler. Bobby 
Isaacs, David Pearson and Paul Goldsmith went with Chrysler 
age ee hic se GM would take up the Chrysler 
; ad just endured a fi i i 

on ta prioni Re a herce strike and rated racing 

Riverside ran in January with no factor Plymouth 
Dodges. Fords, led by Dan Gurney, swept the first eight ieee 
tions and nine of the top ten. Late in the race, A.J. Foyt, experi- 
encing brake failure, left the track in turn 9; his Banjo Matthews 
Ford catapulted 50 feet in the air, then landed on its roof. With 
the possible exception of his 1990 crash at Road America it 
was the worst accident of his career; he suffered a broken 
back, damaged aorta, punctured lung, fractured left heel, and 
numerous bruises. 

At Daytona Ford dominated even more, with - 
ing a parade of 12 other Fords. WEN 

On February 28 Petty drew a track-record crowd at 
Southeastern Dragway in Dallas, GA. In a match against Arnie 
Beswick, Petty’s car crashed into a dirt embankment, catapult- 
ed a wire fence and nosed down into a spectator area. 
Typically, Petty’s first concern when rescue workers reached 
him was for the people he had hit: one of Petty’s wheels had 
come off and fatally injured eight-year-old Wayne Dye of 
Austell, GA, and seven others were injured. 

Ned Jarrett won three of the next four races at the dirt short 
tracks of Spartanburg and Hillsboro and the paved half-mile at 
Weaverville. Junior Johnson won at Richmond, which was still 
a dirt track. 

_ The lack of Chrysler participation lowered attendance. The 
Daytona 500 was down to 58,682 from 69,738 the previous 
year. Promoters were restless, even talking of terminating their 


a 


ECAR contracts. France saw relief with car builder Ray Fox 
fbuilding a pair of 1965 Chevrolets with financial backing from 
evrolet dealer and 1960 Indy 500 winner Jim Rathmann. 
Rathmann, a sage businessman, stirred anger - and interest - 
by stating that Fords were winning races only because they 
didn’t run fast enough to blow up. Rathmann requested help 
from other Chevy dealers; he received few (and weak) 
responses. i 
Fox couldn't buiid his Chevys fast enough for the April 


Notes & Nostalgia 


The Chec 


kered Flag-Racing News 


Atlanta race. Ford swept 16 of the 

young Buddy Baker snuck his ‘64 Braa a A 
his proud father to promise B a 
fering from a sore 


Panch Ford home in first place 


his devastating Riv 
After ting Riverside crash. 


North Wilkesboro, Martinsville, ibia and Bristol, with + 
Hutcherson, Junior ehini tee Tiny Lund and 


practiced a few laps, his Chevy failed tech inspection and was 
a qualifying. This prompted a closed-door meeting 

with the Promoters (Richard Howard and A.C. Goines, not 

Bruton Smith and Humpy Wheeler) and Bill France. 

Yarbrough was allowed to start 44th. He thrilled the crowd on 
race day with a charge up into the top ten but went out after 
309 laps with engine problems. None of the Chevys managed 
to lead the race, which was won by Fred Lorenzen. 

Chevys were suffering a similar fate in USAC, except 
Chrysler products were dominating. The first 11 races (of 16 
total) were won by Dodges and Plymouths, with Norm Nelson 
taking five of those wins. A Ford did not win until after Labor 
Day, when Foyt (of course) won at the Hoosier Fairgrounds 
Don White added the other Ford win at Mid-America, Nelson 
also won the last USAC race of the Season at Hanford. 
NASCAR-famous Bobby Isaac won two USAC races that sea- 
son, at the Springfield Fairgrounds and at Iliana. 

Chevy’s lack of competitiveness displeased Les Richter 
general manager of Riverside. Richter challenged USAC and 
NASCAR to sit down and resolve their differences for the gen- 
eral good. Surprisingly, both sides agreed: USAC’s Henry 
os he ne aoe met in the then-neutral territory of New 

a , in fact, agree to similar rul spec- 
ne. er car divisions. : berated a 

e rules, however, were a compromise that didn’t 

Chrysler, who delayed its return until late July. This pels 
summit meeting in Atlanta in late July among France and sev- 
eral promoters. The promoters convinced France that there 
was only one way to cure the fans’ ill will - and reluctance to 
buy tickets. That was to bring back Curtis Turner, 

France had been seriously angry with Turner since 1961, 
when Turner had attempted to enlist his fellow drivers into a 
Teamsters Union affiliate. France had sniffed out (probably cor- 
rectly) that part of Turner’s deal with the Teamsters involved 
parimutuel betting at NASCAR tracks. Unionization and betting 
were two viper pits that France would have no part of. France 
successfully thwarted Turner and banned him and his accom- _ 
plice Tim Flock from racing in NASCAR. ‘S34, a Shain 

Turner was racing in the “outlaw” Grand American Racing 
Association at Concord Speedway. When Darlington’s Bob 
Colvin called him with the news, Turner left as soon as he 
could, stating that he felt like he had just gotten out of jail. 

The politics had not stopped Junior Johnson and Jarrett from 
continuing to win on the short tracks. Jarrett added another 
three wins and Johnson added one before the next big-track 


Atlanta, Fords won five short track races, at G = Ti 


Lorenzen won 


>o Jefry Dorich "~ 


iaaea E aa ei sevi 
, respectively, at the “Rebel 300” in Darlington to pre- — elim 
vent a Ford sweep of the top ten. Buddy was ina gin h 


by Þe 4 È 

Petty ended Ford's 32-race win streal 
at Nashville. It was win number 37 o 
came on the last day of July - also the dati 
Curtis Turner. Eight days later, Petty added 
Weaverville, but not before ariothiar r tat 

The number of races today's racers complain about ete, 
was reached on August 13 at hicieron exceeded the ne: 3 
day (and the day after) by races at Spartanburg and. 
Hutcherson won two of these and Ja 

The circuit took three days o 
Pearson won at Columbia. We suspect the 
drove between the different tracks. The pu 
paid $1,000 to win and $100 for last c 
much to the purchase of private jet ai 


the end of September. — — — 
On October 17 Turner shadowed a d 


Foyt and Dieringer at Chariot 
Foyt then tried too hard, clipp 


4 
f 


O : caree , OU S 5 ce 1959. Attencance was 
35,000, and Turner received $13,090 for winning. = 

Jarrett topped off the season with his 50th Grand National | 
win and 13th of the year. Junior Johnson tied that number and, 
coincidentally, was also tied with Jarrett for the total number of 
Grand National wins, at 50. Johnson, running 18 fewer races 


than Jarrett, was 12th in the point standings. 


Reichert’s Ramblings 


The recent awards banquet of the 
Red Cedar Racing Association pro- 
vided some bits of information 
about the upcoming race season. 
Young Jake Hartung, who has 
labored in the modified class for the 
last couple seasons trying to make 
; some elderly equipment perform, 
iec- will have an opportunity to step up 
his program with a new car for the ’05 racing season. 
“Also looking forward to the new mod season will be Todd 
Siddons, who will also have a new car. Siddons, whose last 
ifouple of seasons have been marked by consistent and strong 
performances, will make a change for this year by using a spec 
lotor for the first time, from Dave Adams’ garage. Siddons will 
also be helping Kenny Davis get his new program off to a 
Strong start. Davis, who has been a long-time runner in super 
Stocks, has purchased Siddons’ car from last year and will give 
the mods a whiri. 
_, Cory Mahder will remain in super stocks for another year, but 
for the first time in two years he will start the season with a new 
Car, from Mark Resch’s shop. Cory’s cousin Chad and his dad 
Duane are a bit uncertain about what 2005 will bring. They still 
have their two cars from last year but are trying to sell at least 
one of them. They may return with the same Cars as last year, 
but if they can move one of them there may be a new chassis 
on the horizon for them. 
Meanwhile, Duane will be helping rookie late model driver 
Steve Hucovski get his season started. Hucovski has obtained 
an aluminum motor and plans to go to Florida to get some seat 
time. Mahder has been told to bring his driver's suit also, as 
Hucovski may ask him to slide behind the wheel on occasion. 
The Rice Lake ice racing season is in full swing, and while | 
haven't been able to free up a Saturday as yet to check out the 
action, I’m told the car counts have been good and the racing 


Gilliland Opens GN West Season with PIR Win 


Series star and former West Series champion. 
Gilliland won the pole for the race, with a 
qualifying lap of 127.461 mph, but Harvick set 
the pace for much of the race, leading the first 
77 circuits. Gilliland eventually closed the gap 
and took advantage of lapped traffic to move 
out front, then opted to conserve fuel once he 


PHOENIX, AZ, Jan. 30 -- Second-generation 
competitor David Gilliland began his march 
toward the NASCAR Grand National Division, 
West Series championship this year by using 
lapped traffic to slip by Kevin Harvick and pull 
away to win the season-opening United 
Rentals 100 at Phoenix International Raceway 
on Sunday. 

While the Series’ 2004 Rookie of the Year 
was cruising to victory, Harvick had to make a 
quick pit stop for a splash of fuel, resulting in a 
13th-place finish for the NASCAR Nextel Cup 


had the lead. 


Defending series champion Mike Duncan of 
Bakersfield, CA, turned in his best finish at 
Phoenix with a second-place effort, while Jason 
Jefferson of Naches, WA, was, third. Mike 


entertaining. Among some of the dirt-track racers who have 
been competing are Todd and Butch Madsen, Austin and 
Jameson Schultz, Jimmy Randall, Sam Fankhauser, Steve and 
Rick Haliquist and Kyle Johnson. Last Saturday, the racing was 
followed by a surprise 60th birthday party for Butch Madsen. 


ne Te Pee ea we 
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Ice racing t 
scenes from recent racing action. 


Congratulations go out to Madsen for being named recently for 
induction to the Superior Speedway Hall of Fame. 

Red Cedar Speedway has finalized its pure stock rules for 
2005. Only street-replacement OEM shocks will be allowed, 
and there will be a $40 claim on all four shocks. They will allow 
any DOT tire. 

Elsewhere in this issue is a very interesting piece Paul 
Pittman recently wrote on the Brian Coleman racing team. 
Coleman, from Cameron, WI, had several different drivers in 
his 410 sprinter last year, including Brent Laursen and Jimmy 
Kouba, but his new driver for 2005 is Billy Balog. Billy hails 
from Fairbanks, AK, where he raced primarily 360 sprints. His 


Brandon Ash of Umpqua, WA. 


National Division, Busch North 


Gilliland's margin of victory 


caution for five laps. 


David of Modesto, CA, was fourth, followed by 


Open-wheel star Miche! Jourdain, Jr., of 
Mexico City made his NASCAR debut with a 
sixth-place finish, followed by NASCAR Grand 


Matt Kobyluck and Dale Quarterley, in seventh 
and eighth, respectively. Steve Portenga fin- 
ished ninth and Scott Lynch was tenth. 


onds, at an average speed of 198.532 mph. 
The pace of the event was slowed by just one 


Ed Reichert 


connection to this area is that his father Bruce is originally from 
Barron, WI, and raced late models and modifieds in this area 
before he moved to Alaska. Billy has relocated to Cameron anc 
has secured employment locally, and the new team can hardly | 
wait for spring. a oe ghee. o 


= Chor 


Speaking of the IRA, a phone call to Dale Bisonette of the 
Rice Lake Speedway just before press time revealed that the 
Speedway has reached a tentative agreement to host its first- 
ever 410 sprint car race since the track was reconfigured a 
number of years ago. They are waiting final confirmation of the 
date, but from their end they are a go as soon as everything is 
confirmed by IRA. Event sponsorship has already been 
secured. The first-ever appearance of a nationally touring sprint 
car series to the local oval could be quite an attraction. No 
word on what class(es) will join the sprints on that night. 


Menards, Johns Manville 
to Sponsor Meira in 2005 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN, January 12 -- Menards 
Home Improvement Center and Johns 
Manville will sponsor the number 17 car driv- 
en by Vitor Meira during the 2005 IRL 
IndyCar Series season, Officials with Rahal 
Letterman Racing have announced. 

The partnership also reunites Menards with 
Meira, who drove several events with Team 
Menard in 2002 and ‘03. 


Series regulars 


was 2,823 sec- 
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Racin’ Around Titletown 


Construction will begin this spring 
on 4 brand new, $1.6 million-dollar multi- 
purpose race track, complete with an 
egg-shaped, third-mile paved oval and a 
snocross track in the infield, in 
Watersmeet, Michigan. Former late 
modeli driver and Dickinson County 
Racing Association president John 
Ostermann has been hired by the Lac 
Vieux Desert tribe to help design the 
facility, which is being built at the present 
site of a snomobile track located across from the tribe's gaming 
hall off Highway 2 in Watersmeet, in Michigan's Upper 
| Peninsula. The track, which is located on land on the Lac Vieux 
| Desert reservation, is one hour and ten minutes from Norway, 
| MI, and a nearly two-hour drive from Green Bay. 

"The closest tracks up there are Eagle River and Three 
Lakes, and Ashland isn't too far away," said Ostermann. "They 
| are all dirt tracks. Some foiks are saying the dirt guys won't 
| convert their cars. | said the same thing when Norway was 
| paved in 1979. | think a paved track will be best in the long run, 

| especially with the casino right across the street. They don't 
| need a dust problem." 

While it's not a 100-percent guarantee that the track will be 
paved, Ostermann said he will sit down with the tribal council 
and Coleman Engineering of Iron Mountain and discuss 
detailed plans for the facility. 

"This facility will be used year-round, and not just for weekly 
racing," said Ostermann. "We're talking music festivals, mon- 
ster-truck shows, stock cars, demolition derbies, snowmobile 
| races, you name it." 

Ostermann said if the track will be paved it could happen as 
early as this summer. "They already wanted to race weekly up 
here, but | suggested one special a month this year," said 
Ostermann, who said the track would likely run on Saturday 
nights if paved, with super late models, super stocks and four- 
cylinders - identical divisions to those that run at Norway 
onFriday nights. "Nearly all of the U.P. drivers I've talked to say 
| they'd support this deal.” 
| One concern Ostermann has is the tack of a heavily-populat- 

ed city nearby. "That is a concern, but the goal is to feed off of 
the folks that filter into the casino. We're hard at work. | just 
ordered bleachers and we'll have seating for up to 3,000 peo- 
ple. For our specials this summer, if it's paved I'd bring in a 
MARS series late model race, or maybe even a Wisconsin 
Challenge Series race or something like that.” 

Ostermann said he'd personally like to return to late model 
racing again someday. "I've got to get a teaching job again first 
before | do that. I'd like to buy a crate motor and run as a limit- 
ed (late model) at WIR, but that will be a while away. | did buy 
an IMCA stock car and pian on running down at the tracks in 
the Green Bay area, or maybe even make it legal to run at 
Eagle River. | might even get an IMCA modified and race it in 
Wisconsin." 


| 


It seems that in my last column | 
was wrong - something that never hap- 
pens! (LOL, to use a computer-speak 
phrase.) It seems that | do have time to 
slip in a column in February, so | will do 
so on the eve of our departure for the 
(hopefully) sunny South. 

Joanne and ! did attend the ABC 
Raceway awards banquet, and a good 
time apparently was had by all! We also 
attended the Superior Speedway awards 
banquet on January 29; a piece on that banquet should also be 
in this edition. 

As | mentioned last time, there was some movement toward 
signing the lease on the speedway. | attended two Speedway 
Board of Directors meetings during January and was afforded 
the chance to see the lease that the County was trying to con- 
vince the Board sign. At the first meeting the Board unanimous- 
ly voted to reject the lease as it was presented, deeming it 
unacceptable. 

Some of the Board members later attended a Douglas 
County Board Committee of the Whole meeting, where they 
were able to hammer out an agreement to bring back to the 
track Board. After some discussion the Speedway Board voted 
unanimously voted to accept the new lease. By press time this 
lease has most likely been signed and the Board will push 
ahead trying to find a new promoter/manager to operate the 
facility while working on setting the schedule and finding some- 
one to prepare and maintain the track. 

The 2004 promoters, Butch and Linda Erickson, resigned 
and will not be involved (at this point) with the race track. The 


Winston Adds IMCA-Sanctioned 
Mods This Year, Stocks in ‘06 


WINSTON, MO, Jan. 26 -- One 
IMCA division returns to Winston 
Speedway this season, while a sec- 
ond sanctioned class is primed to 
join Saturday evening shows there 
in 2006. 

IMCA modifieds are back on the 
Winston card beginning with open- 
ing night action on April 16, with 
national, regional and state points 
races continuing through September 
3. IMCA stock cars will hop on 
board next year. 

Season championship night at the 
3/8th-mile semi-banked clay oval, 
co-owned and promoted by partners 
Ted Morgan and Gene Stigall, is 
September 17. Stigall will race a 
modified at Des Moines and Stuart, 
IA, this season. 

Because of its geographical loca- 
tion, Winston Speedway will be con- 
sidered a “border track,” meaning 


standings. 


next year. 


North Tundra Racing Beat 


drivers can designate points earned 
there to apply in IMCA’s Central 
Region or North Central Region 


Along with the points situation, 
the biggest reason the promoters 
decided to sanction was IMCA’s 
rules designed to hold down motor 
costs. Costs of fielding competitive 
cars, and rules also figured in the 
decision to add IMCA stock cars 


No major projects are planned at 
the track in the off-season, but one 
significant absence Stigall noted will 
be the hackberry tree by the con- 
cession stand, where drivers’ meet- 
ings were held. The tree was a 
casualty of a recent ice storm. 

Sanctioned mods ran at Winston 
two previous seasons - in 1998, 
when the track was called Missouri’s 
I-35 Speedway, and in 2001. 
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Shawano Speedway has pushed its opener back 
one week, to Saturday, April fe. "Like the paea yad A tracks, 
we're just tired of fighting the cold weather early in the season," 
said race director Dale Hodkiewicz. "Last year our first two 
months were out toughest in terms of attendance. We really did 
well in July and August, and that's what really helped bail us 
out." 

Green Bay's Eddie Muenster will let his asphalt late model 
coilect dust this summer, as.he's decided not to compete at 
Wisconsin International Raceway in Kaukauna this season. 
"Basically | need a motor, and the costs are just too much," 
said Muenster. "For a lot less | can race my IMCA modified at a 
lot of different tracks in this area." 

Both Eddie and his dad Jerry will be returning to Luxemburg 
Speedway's Friday night show full-time in 2005. Jerry recently 
returned from Florida, where he placed tenth and 12th in the 
Panhandle Nationals at Blackman Speedway, a soup bowl of a 
quarter-mile clay oval. 

It appears a three-race United States Touring Modified 
Series swing will take place in Wisconsin, including a pair of 
stops in northeast Wisconsin. The series heads up the Door 
County peninsula for a first-ever appearance at Thunderhill 
Raceway on Wednesday, June 22, then comes back to 
Luxemburg the following night before heading to Fox Ridge 
Speedway in western Wisconsin. Last year Luxemburg hosted 
a show, which drew 37 modifieds. It was a stout field, with Kelly 
Schryock winning, but only a half-dozen series regulars 
showed. 

"With a three-day swing you'll probably draw more series 
regulars," said Seymour's Brian Mullen, who plans on running 
the three shows. "Each show pays $2,000 to win and $200 to 
start. With Luxemburg's solo show last year, not as many guys 
were willing to tow that far for just one show. 1 think it will be a 
pretty good deal this year." 

Northeastern Wisconsin lost another racing, legend recently. 
Corby VanLorynen passed away at the age of 72. Van Lorynen 
was a regular competitor on the Shawano-Se 

half-mile dirt circuit in the 1960s and c for more than 


20 years with the number 86. eee his 


Vercauteren, at the prompting of several ASA teams, will 
administer a new series out of his Baileys Harbor home. 

"The calls have come from mainly the Midwest, but a few 
from down south too,” said Vercauteren, who is looking at a 
schedule of possibly eight to ten races at paved ovals in the 
Midwest. "Obviously a few of the bigger-name drivers won't be 
running, but there are plenty of cars in the Milwaukee-Madison 
area, as well as Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. These guys have a 
lot of money tied up in their equipment, and it would be real 
tough to sell. We're trying to give them something." 

Obviously the payouts will most likely not be anything close 
to what they competed for in ASA’s heyday. But it is expected 
track operators will be understanding of the entire situation that 
happened to what was once the most prominent short-track 
series in America, helping launch the careers of Mark Martin, 
Rusty Wallace and Dick Trickle, just to name a few. 

The naming of veteran crew chief Howie Lettow as chairman 
of the competition committee should bring some credibility to 
what Vercauteren’s trying to do. With his other series | think the 
key to making this work is to have enough support staff at each 
show. According to a list released by Vercauteren, representa- 
tives from 56 different teams have contacted him with ques- 
tions about the new series. This was before their meeting last 
weekend in Janesville. 

The soon-to-be-renamed Seymour Tri-Oval Raceway has 
scheduled a tentative opener of Sunday night, May 22. A prac- 
tice is slated for May 15. However, in light of the current track 
conditions many doubt if that will take place. Recently a unani- 
mous vote was taken by NEW Dirt club members to stockpile 
new clay and put it on the recently reconfigured oval this 
spring. However, one of the board members apparently took it 
upon himself to put the clay on the track over the snow, which 
has upset quite a few people. 

"We'll be lucky if we'll be racing by the end of June," said one 
NEW Dirt board member. "There are no lights, no fencing, no 
guard rail. Things are a mess right now." 

Among the new names being tossed around for the now 
high-banked, third-mile clay oval are Cyclone Raceway or 
Cyclone Speedway. 

A little birdie tells us that a group of five investors are possi- 
bly looking into reviving racing at Dodge County Fairgrounds in 
Beaver Dam. Recently the Dodge County Fair board decided 
not to host.a weekly show this season because of dying atten- 
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Board spent more than an hour trying to get them to change 
their minds but the Ericksons were adamant, so the Board 
reluctantly accepted their resignation. ` 

It is now time for everyone involved to stop being "pro-Butch 
and Linda,” since that is not an option anymore, and become 
"pro-Speedway” and work to at least maintain what the 
Ericksons started, find a new promoter/manager and push 
ahead. 

| have referred to the Superior Speedway Board numerous 
times. Perhaps it is time to introduce the nine-member group 
that has been put through hell over the past 15 months by the 
Fair Board manager and certain of the Douglas County Board. 
These people have a love of racing and of the Superior 
Speedway that surpasses all understanding - especially when 
you take into consideration that this group is an unpaid volun- 
teer Board who put their collective butts on the line so that the 
Speedway will survive. The Board is headed by president Rob 
Miller, who also doubles as a tech inspector on race night; vice- 
president Harlow Filteau, who serves as race director; and sec- 
retary-treasurer Joyce Klick, who also works the backstretch 
concessions. Other Board members include Katie Birdseye, 
Rob Ghyselinck, Tom Stewart (also a County Board member), 
Cindy Bloomquist, who does a huge amount of work; and driv- 
ers Rick Rivord and Al Uotinen. | believe this hard-working 
group will continue intact for 2005, though at least one of them 
tried to resign but rescinded their resignation when it was 
apparent that things would go forward. 

Really, | think these hard workers just don't want to give up. 
They want to see where this all leads now that they have 
ascertained that the light at the end of the tunnel is, in fact, not 
an oncoming train! 


shows and two WDRL shows. The WDRL arts are y $5,000- 
to-win affairs and are very significant in that 2004 series cham- 
pion and Rookie of the Year Brady Smith is a Superior 
Speedway regular. Unless it rains, | cannot see why the 
Speedway can't make money on these shows, if they are pro- 
moted properly. 

t am hoping to return as track publicist for a 16th season. | 

will continue in that capacity at the Proctor Speedway and will 
also continue writing for the AmsOil Series and as a local rac- 
ing correspondent. Not bad for an old crock on Social Security! 
(Hands off, Bush!) 
. As | mentioned at the outset, Joanne and | will have set out 
for Florida on February 3 and will spend time at the East Bay 
Speedway before heading to Daytona for our 27th Straight 
Daytona 500. We are hoping to stop and have lunch with Don 
and Gloria Stodola in Atlanta and spend a couple of hours visit- 
ing before continuing on, as it will have been Gloria's birthday 
on Saturday. We did find out that the Stodolas will also be in 
Daytona when we are there, so we will most likely get together 
there, too. Luckily, we won't have gotten too close to 
Jacksonville, as the Super Bowl was there about the time we 
will be near there. 

We will miss the second February issue of CFRN, as we will 
still be on the road when deadlines are due. Look for more 
information in the March 9 issue. With that, that is all from here 
on the warm (we were eight degrees warmer than Atlanta on 
February 2!) tundra for this time. 


Hemelgarn Returns to IndyCar Series 
with Dana as Driver 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- Ron Hemelgarn, who won the 2000 IRL IndyCar Series title 
and 1996 Indianapolis 500 as a team owner, returns full-time to the Series with Paul 
Dana behind the wheel for the 17-race season. 

Hemelgarn, an entrepreneur in fitness and financial industries, has been involved 
in racing since sponsoring the cars of Dick Simon (1978-’79), Spike Gelhausen and 
Josele Garza (1980). He purchased the Primus team in 1984 and created Hemelgarn 
Racing, and the team made an immediate imprint on the IndyCar Series, with Buddy 
Lazier starting from the pole position in the inaugural race on January 27, 1996. 
Lazier also was behind the wheel for the victory in Indy later that year and for the 
Series title. The team was runner-up in the series standings in 2001. 

Hemelgarn, a Dayton, OH, native, ran Lazier in the Indianapolis 500 last May in a 
joint business venture. 

Dana was runner-up in the 2004 IRL Menards Infiniti Pro Series standings. He 
started either on the front or second row in ten of the 12 Pro Series races in ‘04, 
including a pole starting position in the opener at Homestead-Miami Speedway. He 
had one victory, at The Milwaukee Mile, and seven top-five finishes. He recorded six 
top-ten finishes in ten starts in 2003 with Kenn Hardley Racing and Brian Stewart 
Racin 

Dana follows in a line of successful drivers who have competed under the 
Hemelgarn banner, including Scott Brayton (1985-'89), Gordon Johncock ('88-’89, 
‘91-'92), Tom Sneva ('88), Stan Fox ('91-'95), Billy Vukovich II] (‘89-'90), Arie 
Luyendyk (‘87), Rich Vogler (‘87), Davey Hamilton ('91, ‘95), Stephan Gregoire ('96), 
Lyn St. James (97), and Johnny Unser ('97-’99). ` 


Gregg Rejoins 
Schmidt 
Motorsports 
for 2005 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- 
Travis Gregg, of Camden, 
OH, has been named to join 
Sam Schmidt Motorsports to 
drive in the IRL Menards 
Infiniti Pro Series in 2005. 

Gregg contested three 
races with the team in 2004 - 
he qualified on the pole at 
Kentucky and led 57 laps 

: before finishing fifth, and he 

started on the front row at 
Chicagoland and at Texas, 
where he finished the season 
with a second-place run. 

Sam Schmidt. Motorsports 
captured. the Pro Series 
championship in 2004 with 
Thiago Medeiros. 
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The Infield 


Whether or not to classify 
Shoestring Racing’s “Wisconsin 
Racer's Swapmeet" a success rests 
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solely with its promoters, but to the 
visitors one thing seemed clearly 
evident. Winter's clutches do noth- 
ing more than fuel the desire to get 
cars back on the race tracks. The 
l ) buildings were full of vendors, con- 
sisting of companies, tracks and individual race teams all 
showing off their new items as well as peddling their used to 
other racers looking for deals. The meet did what it was sup- 
posed to; by offering a forum to bring together those with and 
those wanting, everyone met to see what was available and 
more importantly, to visit with one another, discuss plans and 
reminisce of days gone by. Regardless of what was perceived, 
the idea of bringing a bunch of racers together for anything in 
the middie of winter is always a good thing. 

For my part, | was able to meet with many different people 
and accomplish many things that | otherwise would have had to 
travel all over the state to do. | was also able to meet with vari- 
ous members of the media and pick their brains on issues as 
well as catch up with everyone on just what was going on since 
the ovals fell silent for 2004. It's funny, sometimes, just how 
similar ideas are that different people have that, unless they 
start talking, would otherwise go un-noticed and untried. 

Case in point: Paul Kuyawa and | discussed several issues 
concerning fans, ranging from an overall approach to entertain- 
ment to watching parents carrying their young ones to the car, 
fast as'eep, long before the night's activities were over. What 
we agreed was a specific pet peeve for both of us, and we also 
agreed that a more conscious effort has to be made to avoid 
them, was long programs. Face it. If weather becomes a factor, 
miraculously a program is rushed through, often to its comple- 
tion. So consider that if things like that can be done under 
those circumstances, then why can't a quickly-run program be 
the norm instead of the "miracle"? Many tracks do make con- 
scious efforts to construct a nightly agenda, but more often 
then not it is abandoned shortly after the engines begin to fire. 
How to combat this is the big question. 

Several ideas were thrown back and forth, but one thing was 
sure, and it's a theme that | have heard tossed around before - 
more often as a threat than anything. When it costs someone 
money, things will get done. In other words, there needs to be 

-| consequences for actions that work against the common goal. 
And threats that are not carried out for whatever reason even- 
tually become nothing more than a joke. Hit those responsible 
in the pocketbook - prove that you mean business - and sud- 
denly you get results. 

The downside, of course, will be the negativity faced by 
those who enforce from those who violate - much like | expect 
from simply mentioning it. It is why, | believe, things just aren't 
done. There are too many people trying to be everyone's 


ae have to laugh when “novice” race 
fans always come up to me and say, 
“This is a quiet time of the year for you, 
isn't it?” | simply smile at them and say, 
“No ... it’s actually a busy time.” Then | 
smile. 

Typically, a lot of businesses have 
either finished up preparing their annual 
budget or are close to finishing it. At the 
same time, race teams are huddled in 
their garage around a space heater, 

working on their 2005 race cars. Racing is not even close to 
being a seasonal hobby anymore; it's a year-long hobby. 

The off-season is always a unique time of the year in my 
eyes. It’s a chance to get away from the track and sit in the 
recliner and watch racing on television. See, you can never get 
away from it. 

For race track workers and promoters, this is the time of the 
year where they work on putting a great season together for 
the race fans and teams. The promoters or sales reps, or even 
the track owners themselves, are busy calling on businesses to 
find sponsors for their nights of racing. Not an easy task; in 
some parts of this great country of ours, racing still hasn't 
reached the level of mainstream sport, like baseball or football. 
Aiso, the economy is still making businesses watch their pock- 
etbooks very carefully. Typically, the easiest sponsors to get 
are the ones who either enjoy racing or have some extra 
money to spend. 

Which poses this question: What does a sponsor get out of 
sponsorshop at a local race track? For some, this could be a 
great way to go after a target market. Also realize this: a lot of 
tracks are not going to attract national sponsors like the ones 
you see sponsor NASCAR races. | would suggest coming up 
with affordable packages so that smaller, more localized busi- 
nesses can afford to get involved. What a great way for a small 
business to feel like a big dog for a night! Also, get that busi- 
ness involved in your advertising campaign - help them get 
their name out there, and they will do what they can to return 
the favor. Isn’t there a famous quote of something like, “News 
travels fast around a small town”? 

This can aiso be said for drivers looking for sponsors: don't 
go after the big blockbuster sponsor. Get what you can, and 


Anderson Joins Andretti Green Racing 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- Veteran Indy-style racing team.manager John Anderson has joined 


Andretti Green Racing as one of the team’s two team managers. 


Anderson, who will share responsibilities with George Klotz, will also serve as race strategist 


for the number 26 car driven by Dan Wheldon. 


Anderson has spent the last two years as direotor of operations for the Champ Car World: 
Series: Priorto joining the staff at Champ Car, Anderson spent two years at Team, Green as 4 
consultant and)race strategist for driver Paul Tracy. The native of At 
of involvement'In'the motorsports industry He began as a mechanic for a Formula 5000 team in 
Australia before conting to the United States in 1981. Anderson began working in indy-style rac 
ingin 1984 as a mechanic tor Forsythe Racing and then advanced to the layel of team manager: 


and crew chief at Mike Curb Motorsports in 1986 
Hoe has also served a 
Foyt Racing and Pac West Haoing Group. Among the driver 
Jr. Roberto Guerrero, A.J. Foyt, Mauricio Guge Mari 
Wheldon won th 2004 : n recone | 


f Australia is in his fourth decade 


crew chief or team mangger tor-Galies Racing, King Motorsport fy 
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friendships - something many workplace supervisors out there 
are all too familiar wie hi alr 

_ Why then do | say something now? Because, as | have said 

in my columns before, | am tired of fielding complaints from 

angry fans looking to focus their frustrations on someone and 

looking for an answer that is often not what they want to hear. 

It’s easy in the pit area to avoid these complaints, because 

those folks with said frustrations have already left. Therefore, if 

you hear nothing, then it stands to reason that there is no prob- 

lem. Blind faith gets you nowhere. 

Well, | guess | have vented enough here, and, hell, | don't 
even know how | got started in this direction. But it doesn't mat- 
ter, because as we all get ready for the upcoming season, it is 
something that needs to be addressed and can be fixed as part 
of a planning measure before the snow even melts. 

News and notes from the infield: John Haeni and his team 
were on hand at the swap meet with many of their items from 
the 2004 season and a renewed optimism for 2005. "We are 
looking back to our 2002 championship season and want to 
make what worked then even better," stated Haeni. bead 
with the new chassis we won at the IRA banquet. We named 
‘Constantine,’ for consistency. We look at it as a good omen in 
that we already have a win with it, simply by winning it.” As for 
the reported new look for ‘05, John indicated that in keeping 
with the team’s focus and emulation of the 2002 championship 
run, look for a retro look for the machine, with a few twists. 

2004 IRA champion Scotty Neitzel had his booth adjacent to 
the IRA booth (makes sense to me) and was in good spirits, 
still enjoying his title. To anyone who thinks that winning a title 
doesn't mean anything, think again! "So much of the pressure 
is off of us now," stated Neitzel. "We did it, and | am really look- 
ing forward to 2005 and enjoying the season." But for crew 
chief and 2004 IRA Mechanic of the Year Rick Lemanski, it 
was still all business. With tape measure in hand, Rick greeted 
visitors and customers with all of the pride and professionalism 
expected from a championship team. 

Scott Uttech had his Trinity Racing number 7 on display at 
the’ IRA booth, along with a pre-release look at the 2005 IRA 
racing schedule (expect an official release within the week). 
"We're still looking (for sponsors)," stated Uttech, who had a 
promising season in 2004 despite the lack of funding. He is 
hopeful of putting together some type of deal to allow him to 
run the full season. “Businesses are very cautious,” stated car 
owner Theresa Uttech, "and it is increasingly harder to find 
those sponsorship dollars. Scott has so much potential, but 
there are so many businesses that have been burned by past 
relationships with race teams that they are not even willing to 
talk to anyone anymore. We'll keep looking, but unless some- 
thing does come together, | just don't know how we can do it on 


Scraping the Wall 


make sure they get good exposure on your car. 

We would all like to think we are on the same level as 
NASCAR, but the truth is we are not. Local tracks have an 
opportunity to create something that is more unique and enter- 
taining than what you see on television. How many out there 
have seen a better four-cylinder heat race than a Cup race? 
How many have found more pleasure in watching hobby stocks 
race? How many have enjoyed watching a relative, friend or 
neighbor win a heat race? 

This has always been my feeling about short tracks. When 
you have a sponsor, treat them the same as a Las Vegas casi- 
no would treat a high roller. Make them feel special. Work on 
creating divisions that each have their own character to them. 
Have a division or two that can be utilized as an inexpensive 
start-up division; keep it cost effective and yet safe. 

And when | mean safe, enforce the latest safety measures, 
including an approved head-and-neck support device. Yeah, | 
know that some of you are saying, “Wait a second - now you 
are contradicting yourself.” | may be, but at the same time | 
want that driver who doesn't have a lot of money to race to be 
sure that they can at least secure the correct safety devices so 
they aren’t paying expensive medical bills for the rest of their 
lives. Safety does come at a price, but spend it on preventive 
measures rather than injury recovery expenses. 

Finally, my biggest suggestion to track promoters. When you 
focus on the fans, realize who the fans are and cater to them. 
Do what you can to put a good show on the track. Have decent 
car counts to entertain them. Remember, the majority of your 
fans will probably range in the 18-45 age group. If you want to 
do a kids’ club, that’s great, but remember - a kids’ club does 
not bring in the fans. Mom and Dad have to drive the kids to 
the track for you. Work on convincing Mom and Dad to come 
out and bring their kids along; don’t count on the kids to bring 
the parents. 

Race fans want to see good racing. They want to be enter- 
tained by what they see on the track. Once you get a good car 
count and great fan attendance, the sponsors will be calling 
you, because you have a great avenue for them to get their 
name to the people they want as customers. 

No one likes to hear it when a track is in financial straits or 
when one closes. Every troubled track has its own laundry list 
of why these things happen; sometimes it boils down to having 


In addition to Billy Balock, expect another 

show up from time to time at various IRA 
transplant Shane Spurlock now calls Elk River, 
sounds familiar) home and is focusing on a 
championship. Shane's plans also cail for him to run as many 
IRA and World of Outlaws events as his schedule allows. What 
else aud you expect from the son of WoO veteran Bill 


ing teams, so keep an t 
soon as they come in: If you have news, 
me at <arppix@ arppix.com> as we 
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Kevin Ramsell 
something simple and making it complicated, like spending 
money on something you don’t need to make the track work, or 
simply upsetting the wrong people. 

Short-track racing is supposed to be fun for everyone 
involved. While it is a business, it’s also a form of entertain- 
ment. Today our competition to the younger audience is a little 
plastic box that has 10,000 songs, 15 video games and an 
instant messenger so they can chat with their friend online that 
lives a block away. If someone can figure out a way to get that 
younger generation outside, enjoy putting together a race car 
and master the art of friendly competition in a fair environment, 
short-track racing will grow beyond our generation. 

Wouldn't it be cool if, for instance, we had intramural high 
school racing? Someone gives a high school an annual grant 
to build a hobby stock or a four-cylinder car, and we have 
weekly high school racing competition. They have their own set 
of rules with strict enforcement and a team of advisors and 
mentors from the racing business to show them how much fun 
it is to build a car, race it, and enjoy the spirit of friendly compe- 
tition. And at the end of the night, they might be glad they were 
a part of something special, whether their car makes it to victo- 
ry lane or not. 

| know, | know, we would have to work over some liability 
and legal issues, so there goes that fantasy. But we do need to 
draw their interest. 

| would encourage any race team, driver, race track and pro- 
moter to start mentoring. If someone shows the slightest inter- 
est, grab them and encourage them to expand their interest. 
Ten years ago, someone found out that | was interested and 
got me involved. | was able to participate in a capacity that was 
suited for me. | hardly got dirty, but | was able to do something 
to say | was a part of that team. | got to relish in a champi- 
onship, and the best part was meeting people who helped me 
get to where | am today. 

Once you are pulled into this sport, it's very hard to walk 
away from it. And wouldn't it be cool to say to yourself, like for 
exemple when you are standing on top of the hill at Jefferson 
Speedway, “I helped that person get to the success he or she 
is having on the track right now.” Simply put, you at least did 
your part to keeping short-track racing going for another gener- 
ation to enjoy. 


IRL Pro Series Rule Changes 
to Focus on Competition, Safety, 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN -- Rule changes for the 2005 Indy Racing League Menards infiniti Pro 
Series season are designed to increase competition and improve already high safety standards. 

Highlighting $he rule changes iS a modification to: the scoring system. For the firsttime in the 
Series’ four-yearhistory, the winner of the pole position will receive one point in the:championship 
paint standings. In addition, qualifying procedures have been expanded toincotporate road- and 
street-course- competition, at which the driver with the fastest practice lap during the previous 
day's sessions wil chgose whether the.qualifioaion order proceeds from fastest practice driver to 
stowest,or from slowest to fastest Each car will receive one timed lap of qualitying , 


, Ọtherchanges are designed to increase-the seve) of safety at the race track The speed limi on 
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pittoad wil pe droppad to 45 mph tor 60 mph; only three crew members willbe oermitted over 


e will be allowed overthi wail during 2 race, except during @ 
permitt add or remov from their cars in the 
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B&K metal fab 


385 Linnerud Dr., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 


608-837-8151 


HOURS: MON. & WED. 7 PM TO 9:30; TUES. & THURS. Noon- 5; 
SATURDAY 9 TO NOON; FRIDAY by Appointment 


RACE CAR FABRICATION SERVICE 
& TECHNICAL ADVICE 


AEROQUIP, AURORA, BUTLER, CARRERA, COLEMAN, DIAMOND, 
FIVE STAR, LEFTHANDER, LONGACRE, M&R, PERFORMANCE FRICTION, 
RACEQUIP, RANDERCAR, SIMPSON & WiLWOOD 


é& Competition Race T achnology ae 
Your areas newest full service Racing Electronics Dealer 
*Large inventory on hand *Sbort tumaround for repairs *Programming for all Models 
216 Bruns St DeForest, WI 53532 
Phone 608-345-7274 Fax 608-850-3162 Email jnaumann72@yahoo,com 


MOTOROLA 


FOR SALE: PATHFINDER CAN BE SET UP FOR S/L OR L/L. Best of 
everything. Lots of spares, comes with new extra body. Never wrecked, 
$8,000. See at tunksmotorsports.org or call Kevin at (608) 289-9366. 
(Edgerton, Wis.). 30-34 


DIAMVND 


RACING WHEELS 


307 W. Layton Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53207 
Phone 414-744-2010 Fax 414-744-2019 


LEFTHANDER 


RS CHASSIS 


OVAL TRACK SUPPLIES 


Your Complete 
Steel Racing 
Wheel Source 


Nationwide 
Toll Free: 
800-937-4407 


13750 Metric Drive 
Roscoe, IL 61073 
(815) 389-9999 
SHOP HOURS% 
Mon.-Tues.: 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Wed.-Fri. :10 a.m. -5:30 p.m. 

Closed Saturdays 


FOR SALE: 2000 XL HOWE CAR. Best of iid at i Must sell, $9,000. Call 


(262) 993-0624. TFN 


1008 Randolph Drive, 
| RAND IOE 


Appleton, WI 54943 
920-788-5749 


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Web Site: www.randercar.cpm 


seemed 


a 
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FAX: 262-544-9454 


ALLEL BAPHICS, SSW RALE LARS, 
* Seer > 


» VINYL pit SIGNS =» MAGNETIC» 
» APPAREL» LATE MODEL & MODIFIED CHASSIS» 
eSHEETMETAL FABRICATION & WELDING » 


E-MAIL: eric@wildincorporated.com WAUKESHA, Wi 53188 


1313 POPLAR DR. 


“motor, 310, 000. Wil conaidar pgm Call (414) 852-2310 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 


FOR SALE: RACE’READY LATE MODEL.” ihn nawy tesheriad banii ; 
28-31 


= Price: $9.00 
Small tube clamps for mounting parts to the car with 
ease. They have a 1/4-20 threaded hole on each 
end of them and fit 1 inch and 1.25 inch tubing, 


WME FANNIE 1-877-460-7211 wehmach@aol.com 
F Piecing [ROLLIST 


608.486.4343 + Bangor, Wisc. 


a NR A E ween Es 


FOR SALE: SUPER LATE MODEL WITH 1999 MONTE CARLO BODY, 
Howe chassis, 358 NVR Concept (8 races since fresh), 1 season on chassis, 
MSD, Dyna Tech, Appleton, Winters, MFR transmission, new Howe radiator 
with oil cooler, SCP 4-stage, Peterson oil tank, Fuel Safe cell, fire bottle, 
Spare suspension, components and wheels, Penske & AFCO shocks. 
Extras. Will consider boat or snowmobile(s) in trade. $14,500 or make an 
offer! Call (920) 387-4187. (Mayville, Wis.). 


1-3 


Quality Bodies & Conporients 
You Can Depend On... 
Shipped The Same Day 


fivestarbodies.com 
—— Online catalogs 


“262.877.2171. 


FOR SALE: NASCAR AUTO ZONE ELITE SERIES CAR. Lefthander 
Chassis has all currcnt updates with a 2004/2005 Monte Carlo Five Star 
Body. Car has the best of everything on it. Winters rear end, Quarter Master 
drive shaft, Power Train 5.5 clutch assembly, bellhousing and starter, Tex 
101 trans, Performance stainless headers and exhaust, Appleton Rack, C&R 
radiator, Auto Meter gauges, car plumbed with all Starlite hoses and fittings, 
Daul Black MSD ignition and wiring harness by Quick Car Products,, Lajoie 
seat, Impact 6-point belts, Wilwood brakes, Penske shocks. Car was only 
raced 3 times in 2004. Also have a 3 race old spare Lefthander Chassis, 
NASCAR Auto Zone Elite Series Legal, with an extra 2004/2005 Monte Carlo 
A.B.C. Five Star Body. Complete, front mount oil tank and heater. Have all 
pit equipment needed to go Tour Racing. Crew fire suits, gloves, helmets, 2 
Hurd pit guns and regulators, hoses. 2 dump cans with Keyser dry brakes 


` and catch can. Pit cart less tool boxes, Brunhoez! pit jack. $35,000 takes it 


all! (Would consider separating equipment). Call Tim Rothe anytime at (920) 
205-1760. 33-1 
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” FOR SALE: 2 ROCKET ROLLERS, 2000 & 2001. 2000 — transmis- 


sion, bellhousing, driveshaft and oil system for $4,500. 2001 $7,000. Will 
deal on both! Also 1999 GRT roller with new body and interior for $5,000. 
Call (262) 544-9453 and (262) 510-6246. (Waukesha, Wis.). TFN 


eLee Sohns 


EAST TROY, WI 


Business 
262-642-4179 


Fax 
262-642-4281 


eChuck Barry 
eRace Cars @Street Rods eTube Bending eWelding 
Complete Fabricating Shop Sheet Metal - Interiors/Bodies 


HOWE & GRT 
Factory Authorized & Trained Parts & Service Center 


FOR SALE: RANDERCAR STRAIGHT RAIL ROLLER with Monte Carlo 
body. Frame and interior are powder coated. Call for all the additional 


details (608) 217-1142. 
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FOR SALE: HOWE STRAIGHT RAIL less motor, transmission and radiator. 


All top notch parts. Call for all the additional details (608) 217-1142. 


2-4 
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2. LATE MODELS 


FOR SALE: LAKE GENEVA RACEWAY MI 
Denny at (815) 385-3130. (McHenry, Wi. J.. a 


FOR SALE: PSR CHASSIS ROLLER WITH INTERIOR. St site 
$1,800. See at i or call K S eB Sn 


(Edgerton, Wis.). 


NEXT FULL MOON 


WEDNESDAY, e3 15/834. 
FEBRUARY 23 ea 115/834-7748 


FOR SALE: 2000 MONTE CARLO LIMITED LATE MODEL. Extra parts, 
race ready. rtp la 8 oka ese Call (920) 849-2078. 
(Chilton, Wis.). 33-34 


FOR SALE: JEFFERSON LATE MODEL. Raced at 
frontrunner. ‘95 Lefthander straightrail, Sprint rear, 15 


coil-overs, 50 chrome 
ore etc. Ready les engine for $6,000 0.8.0. (608) 289-4512. egg 
is 


many tracks, beuma a 


FOR SALE: PSR CHASSIS ROLLER WITH INTERIOR. Straight and clean 
$1,800. See at tunksmotorsports.net or call Kevin at (608) 289- 
(Edgerton, Wis.). 


FOR SALE: ‘87 RANDERCAR CHASSIS. Front suspension, power rack, 
steering wheel, misc. parts. $550.00. Call Jeff at (608) 339-3211. 
(Friendship, Wis.). pele f 1-2 
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ARCA to Add Safety, Cost-Containment Measures for 2005 | 60th ‘Night Before 500,’ 


TOLEDO, OH, November 
22 -- With an eye on safety 
and cost-containment, the 
ARCA Re/Max Series pre- 
pares for its 53rd consecutive 
season of competition with 
several procedural and rules 
changes for the 2005 season. 

Among the measures are a 
greater number of condensed 
race weekend schedules with 
post-qualifying impound pro- 
cedures, an initiative to limit 
engine RPMs to 8,800, requir- 
ing that all exhaust exit the 
right side of the car, requiring 
roof flaps and strips as well as 
tethers on cars competing at 
events on tracks of all lengths, 
and an upgraded “Race Safe 
System” on-board caution 
light alert. 

“Safety and cost control are 
constantly evolving, moving 
targets,” said ARCA president 
Ron Drager. “We do our best 
to work with the teams, our 
safety and technical inspec- 
tion staff and officials, high- 
performance equipment man- 
ufacturers and officials of 
other racing series to monitor 
what's being developed and 
used in competition. We also 
try to be receptive to sugges- 
tions from the teams, and the 
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changes we're making are a 
combined result of all that.” 
Condensing the length of 
time needed to inspect, prac- 
tice, qualify and race takes a 
page from traditional short- 
track racing, where there is no 
practice after qualifying 
(‘happy hour’) and all activi- 
ties are completed in hours, 
not days. ARCA events at 
tracks one mile and less in 
length have featured a single- 
day race format, and super- 
speedway races at Kentucky 
Speedway, Nashville Super- 
speedway and Gateway Inter- 
national Raceway have also 
been conducted with a single 
day of on-track activity, includ- 
ing a single practice session 
followed by qualifying and the 
race. Impounding cars after 
qualifying restricts teams from 
investing in manpower, parts, 
fluids and resources specific 
to qualifying, since the cars 
are raced with all the same 
components exactly as quali- 
fied. In most cases, the proce- 
dure can also save teams a 
day's expense of travel 
accommodations. At least 20 
of the Series’ 23 races in 
2005 are expected to see 
abbreviated schedules. 
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The RPM limit is specifically 
designed to increase internal 
engine component life. Engine 
builders on the cutting edge of 
innovation continue to 
increase the RPMs an engine 
can produce for short runs, 
producing more power and 
speed at the expense of 
stress on engine parts, which 
reduces the life expectancy of 
the components significantly. 
Among the RPM control meth- 
ods researched have been 
designating specified gear 
and transmission ratios as 
well as limiting engine RPMs 
through restrictions on sanc- 
tioning body-issued ignition 
boxes. 

Rerouting the exhaust from 
exiting the left side of the car 
to the right directs much of the 
heat away from the fuel-filler 
inlet, thereby decreasing the 
potential for heat-induced fire. 

Roof flaps, wicker-bill roof 
strips and wheel, hood and 
deck lid tethers are already a 
requirement for ARCA races 
on tracks over one-mile in 
length, but will now be 
required on short tracks as 
well. The roof aerodynamic 
pieces are designed to help 
keep the car's four tires on the 
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track in the event of a spin, 
while the tethers attach to 
components of the car which 
could become dislodged in an 
impact. The conformity of all 
cars to the same set of re- 
quirements also eliminates 
any potential competitive 
advantage to constructing a 
car without the designated 
parts. 

The Race Safe System, 
which the Series has mandat- 
ed since 2003, triggers a cau- 
tion light on the dashboard of 
all cars simultaneously when 
the caution flag is displayed 
and the track caution lights 
are activated. Racing Elec- 
tronics, ARCA’s official two- 
way radio communication 
provider, administrated the 
Race Safe System prior to 
purchasing the company, 
which has improved the prod- 
uct’s reliability and perform- 
ance. Race Safe System 
changes for 2005 include 
implementing its own radio 
frequency, thereby eliminating 
possible interference from 
outside sources, as well as 
the addition of green indicator 
lights to indicate a full charge, 
longer battery life and lighter 
weight: 


Speedfest Highlight 
‘(05 IRP Season 


INDIANAPOLIS, IN, Jan. 31 -- Indianapolis Raceway Park 
has announced its racing schedule for the 2005 season, and 
among the highlights are the 24th annual Kroger SpeedFest, 
the 51st annual U.S. Nationals, a special return of USAC’s 
“Thursday Night Thunder” series, and the 60th annual “Night 
Before the 500” USAC Midget Series race on May 28. 

The “Night Before the 500,” long a crown jewel for IRP, has 
seen a resurgence in popularity over the past three seasons 
that is expected to continue for 2005. 

Returning to IRP on the oval is a special “Thursday Night 
Thunder” event June 9 featuring the USAC Sprint Car Series. In 
the early 1990s “Thursday Night Thunder” was a staple on the 
IRP schedule. 

Speedfest will feature three nights of racing on the IRP oval, 
during which the USAC Silver Crown Series, the NASCAR 
Craftsman Truck Series and the NASCAR Busch Series will 
compete. Speedfest will take place August 4-6. 

The U.S. Nationals is the largest and most prestigious drag 
race in the world, and will take place throughout Labor Day 
weekend, on August 31-September 5. 

Many popular events are returning to both the IRP oval and 
the dragstrip, including the USAR Hooters Pro Cup Series, the 
American Speed Association, the Goodguys Hot Rod Nationals, 
the Super Chevy Show and the Indy Truck Bash. 

New for 2005 drag racing schedule are the Steel Horse 
Stampede, motorcycle drag racing and the Diesel Hot Rod 
Nationals. 

Tickets for the 2005 SpeedFest are currently in the renewal 
process, and sale to the general public will begin following the 
renewal process. Tickets for the U.S. Nationals have not started 
the renewal process. 
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Simpson «Port City 
eLefthander Five Star 


¿Pathfinder eColeman 


WE CARRY RACING FUEL 
Trailers Available From Pace & Continental 
715 or TOLL FREE 1-877-44BEWAY 
ngle, Wi 54471 E-Mail: beway@dwave.net 
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of ax 0-3416 or 446-3081 
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M/R Racing Equipment 
Naldo, Wisconsin 


YOUR WINNING FEATURE IS WITH M/R RACING! 

We Have All Your New & Used Asphalt & Dirt Circle Track Needs. 
Call Today for a Free Catalog 

(920)-528-7090 or www.mrracingequipment.com 


FOR SALE: ASPHALT MODIFIED. Numerous track championships and 


feature wins. Fast and fun! Call John Grueneberg (608) 246-4104 evenings. 
Madison, Wis.). 16-29 


1-800-782-7072 


Highway 45 - Clintonville, Wi Web: www.gsrkartway.com E-Mail: ed@gsrkartway.com 


FOR ALL 
YOUR RACING 


KAHN PERFORMANCE RACING NEEDS 


TUCKS) » | acing Parts * 


FOR SALE: IMCA MODIFIED ROLLING CHASSIS WITH BODY, $3,500 
firm. Serious buyers only! Call (920) 685-2539. (Waukau, Wis.) 33-3 


4. SPRINT CARS 


FOR SALE: IN STOCK SOON 2005 KIT CARS; 1- NEW 2004 MAXIM KIT 
CAR; 1- 2003 MAXIM 87-40 RAISED RAIL ROLLER 2004 IRA CHAMPI- 
GNSHIP CAR $6500.00; 1- SHAVER 255 COMPETITION SPECIALISTS 410 
ENGINE ; 1- 2001 MAXIM KIT CAR; 1- 2002 MAXIM 2” TALL KIT CAR ; 1- 
2002 MAXIM RAISED RAIL KIT CAR: 1- 2002 MAXIM RAISED RAIL ROLLER: 
1- 2000 MAXIM 2 TIME MSA CHAMPIONSHIP CAR RUNNING, COMPLETE 
OPERATION INCLUDING SPARES; 4 WINTERS INTEGRAL REAR ENDS 
$650.00 TO $1000.00; 1- FRANKLIN ALL TITANIUM REAR END 10 RACES 
SINCE NEW $1200.00; SANDERS USED ALUMINUM WHEELS (ALL SPUN 
GLLARANTEED STRAIGHT: 2- SANDERS, GOMA PSN ~SSeavon 
& HPD PUMP: COMPLETE WINTERS DIRECT MOUNT FRONT END ASSY. 
NEW $999.00: WINTERS DRIVE UNES (TORQUE TUBE-BALL HOUSING & 
BALL-DRIVE SHAFT- & U JOINT) $480.00; Lots of other new and used sprint 
equipment available . INTERNATIONAL TOTERHOME. NEW AND USED 
ENCLOSED TRAILERS. CALL Scotty Neitzel at R&H Enterprises (920) 324- 
5300. TFN 


5. SPORTSMAN/SUPER STOCKS 


FOR SALE: DIRT SPORTSMAN. ‘99 Monte Carlo, AFCO rear end, NVR 
406, Sweet power steering, 22 gal. cell, misc. spares. Complete car with 
trailer available. Will consider interesting trades. Call (262) 363-3393 (days) 
leave message if necessary. (Mukwonago, Wis.). 


TFN 


DEALER FOR... 
= LANE, LEFTHANDER, 
site COLEMAN, HOOSIER TIRE 


OMINI TEZ Building Chassis for 
Mid-Am Sportsman, Street Stock, IMCA, Enduro & Others 
BODY & INTERIOR INSTALLATION CRASH REPAIR 

Cali Denny, Jr. @ 815-385-3130 
3218 N. Richmond Rd., McHenry, IL 60050 


FOR SALE: FORMER HALES CORNERS SPORTSMAN CAR. Wilmot 
legal. Everything but engine plus spares for $2,500. (414) 304-1271. 
(Frankin, Wis.) 28-31 


FOR SALE: MID-AMERICAN SPORTSMAN #19. Slinger and Lake Geneva 
feature winner. Race ready. Engine has only 3 nights on it! Plus many 
spares, $13,000. (414) 304-1271. (Franklin, Wis.) 28-31 
FOR SALE: PONTIAC GRAND PRIX No. 99 Mid American stock car, Illiana 
regular, Rander kit car reworked by Steve Strasburg, Rhyne engine, spares 
available, $13,000, (708) 275-0254. TFN 


FOR SALE: FORD PINTO MINI-STOCK CAR. Ex-Jefferson car with 2-\rter 
engine, some spare. Almost ready to race, $2,800. Call (608) 241 -8087 
momings or leave message. (Sun Praire. Wis.) 32-34 


7. STREET-HOBBY-PURE STOCKS 


FOR SALE: 1975 CHEVY MONTE CARLO. Good Street Stock, Hobby or 
Enduro car Has 355 plus all spares. Must go..make an offer! Call (920) 303- 
02233 after 4 PM. (Oshkosh, Wis.) 32-34 


FOR SALE: 1987 GRAND PRIX STREET STOCK/HOBBY STOCK without 
engine or transmission. Metric chassis Coleman hubs and rotors, fuel cell 
new spindles, Quik Release steering whee! and more. $1500 OBO. Ca 
(602) 868-2322 9 AM to 6 PM. (Milton, W's.) 33-3 


9. RACE TRUCKS 


FOR SALE: 2002 FORD MID-AM SPORT TRUCK. Cobra chassis, Winters 
Howe, 5-Star body. Former champion, Asking only $5,200.00. Also new 
Danko truck frame and cage. onty $890 96. Call (920) 735-0136 dewey 
Wis.). - 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
[ 13. HAULERS TOWING VEHICLES 


FOR SALE: 1970 GMC 1-TON CAR HAULER. Has 18 ft. bed with winch 
and 350 CU. IN. in good shape and must go for $2,300 O.B.O. Cali (920) 
303-0233 after 4 PM. (Oshkosh, Wis.). 32-34 
FOR SALE: CREW CABS, 1-ton, long box, dual tanks; 1/2-ton, 3/4-ton 
Suburbans, 2WD, 1990-1995, solid bodies, 74K-150K, $2,500-$6.900. New 
Reliable Weiding trailer, $2,600. (715) 479-6045. 33-1 


GREAT DEALS ON TOW RIGS: 1987 KENWORTH 430 HP CAT ENGINE 
with 16° rear entry conversion, $46,000. 1999 FL-70 300 HP Cat engine, 6 
speed with 12’ rear entry conversion, only 74,000 miles, $64,900. 2000 FL- 
70 300 HP Cat engine, 6 speed auto select trans, with 14’ side entry, oniy 

60,000 miles, $84,500. 2000 50’ Southwest Expressline enclosed Ara, 
Extra height, interior package, observation deck, $19,500. 2000 50' 
Southwest Expressline enclosed trailer. Extra height, painted walls and 
floors, $12,500. All units in excellent condition! Contact Randy at Sippel 
Racing, N7731 West County Hwy. A, Elkhart Lake, WI 53020. Phone (920) 
876-3166. TFN 


12. TRAILERS 


FOR SALE: 17 FT. OPEN RACE CAR TRAILER with two tire racks, large 
storage box. Just painted and in very good condition, $2,300. Cail Dave at 
(708) 839-0596. (Justice, IIL). 31-32 


The Racer's Choice 
Open & Encjosed Trailers 
Repair Service Shop Open 
www .captaintraiiersales.com 

We Support The Sport of Racing! 
Hwy. 41, Kaukauna, Wis. 920-759-0273 


' ELDORADO at. 


Hwy. 23, 7 Miles West Of Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin 
OVER 150 TRAILERS AND COACHES IN STOCK! 


COTORCOACHES 


* Buy From a Fellow Racer * 920-872-2752 x | | 
= li "Wn eldoradotrailersales.com “= 
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FOR SALE: WEGNER CONCEPT, RACED ONCE. Cost $22,000 new, now 
asking $10,500 OBO. Call (262) 878-0556. TFN 


“COMPUTERIZED DYNO FLOW BENCH TESTING 

*ENGINE BALANCING TET HAFT GRINDING 
MACHINE SHOP * RACE PARTS IN STOCK 

FOR SALE: WEGNER 355 CHEVY CONCEPT ENGINE. Raced 3 nights 


onty. Extra carb. $8,500.00 or best offer. Call Bob Sterling at (708) 418-1110. 
(Lansing, Ifl.). 1-5 


CONNER 
ELUTOMONIVE 
RESEARCH 
* Racing Engines «In-House CNC «Parts 
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 
N2258 Hilltop Rd., Markesan, WI 53946 920-394-3557 


952-473-0203 


Long Lake, MN 55356 


On-Going Development 

To Keep You In 
The Winner's Circle 

Builder & Designer of ITEM, NASCAR, 

BUSCH GRAND NATIONAL & WISSOTA ENGINES 

FOR SALE: ORIGINAL KIPPLEY CONCEPT. Freshened by Motormasters. 

Best of everything, 4 races old. Carb to pan with headers. $11,000 OBO. 

Call Donavan (262) 370-6193 or e-mail racer@donavanmorgan.com. 2-4 


For Horsepower You Can Depend On! 


Pe eee 


Call or Stop Today 
608-244-4784 


a, 
lg m 


ENGINEERING 
RAEHING ENGINES- 


FOR SALE: COMPLETE 355 MODIFIED ENGINE. Complete pan to intake. 
Ran on alky. Finished in top 5 at Oshkosh and Powercom Park, $4,250.00 
Also one alky carb, 1 year old, $750.00; KSE tandem fuel and power steer- 

ng pump, $350.00; Tifton bellhousing, $200.00. Call Premier Fabricating. 


Inc. (262) 642-4179. (East Troy, Wis TFN 
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| PERFORMANCE, LC 


924 Stewart Street, Madison, WI 53713 


608-276-5554 


* Complete Racing Engines 


* Computerized 
Dyno Top 


Ath S} ar. WI 53007 


262- 781 -5252 


Racing Engines 
Racing Parts 
In-House 4 Axis CNC 
CNC Block Lightening 

Porting Polishing 
Dyno Testing 

Computer Balancing 

Research & Development 
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FOR SALE: ASA LATE MODEL CHEW CRATE MOTOR. Compl to 
pan. Dynoed but never raced, $6,500. Call (414) 852-2310 tte 


15. MISC. PARTS 


FOR SALE: LEFTHANDER 


$200; Aluminum 2-bbi. 


adaptor, flowed, $75; ‘99 
Grand Prix body $200. Cali (608) 212-0707. eee oe 


FOR SALE: LEFTHANDER A-FRAMES. One 9-1/4" 10° used $20; One 9- 
1/4” 10° new $35; One 9-1/2" new $35; two 9” used $40; two Coleman 
monobalis $40. 1 pair Lefthander 9-1/4” W-F spindles in excellent shape 
$200; Aluminum 2-bbi. adaptor, flowed, nice $75; Complete "99 Pontiac 


Grand Prix body $260. Call (608) 212-0707. (Cambridge, Wis.). 33-34 


FOR SALE: 4 VERY GOOD CONDITION GRAIN SCALES, $450.00. Two 
31-spline Detroit lockers (one is new, the other has three race seasons) 
$650.00. ‘79 Grand Prix body with Cone nost and Sa a 
$350.00. Call (715) 241-6969. (Weston, Wis.). 


18. OTHER 


Use This Blank To Place A 
Classified Ad In The Next Editon of 


1 (First) Week ............... 
2 Consecutive Weeks 
3 Consecutive Weeks 


.escessossos 


Romember: Your Nama, Address sais Pon A 
as Only One Word! 


IF YOU WISH TO HAVE A PHOTO ACCOMPANYING YOUR LINE 
AD, SUPPLY THE PHOTO AND ADD $10.00 PER AES INAI 


FORSAEQ = SNTED O 
Check For Sale or Wanted and Circle The ONE Category 
Below You Wish To Have Your Ad Placed Under! 


1. Super Late Models 10. Street Cars 

2. Late Models 11. Haulers/Towing Trucks 

3. Modifieds 12. Trailers 

4. Sprint Cars 13. Engines 

5. Sportsman/Super Stocks 14. Ciothing 

6. Minis-Legends-Legacys-BICS 15. Misc. Parts 

7. Street-Hobby-Pure Stocks 16. Photos & Videos 

8. Midgets & Mini-Sprints 17. Souvenirs/Collectables 

9. Race Trucks 18. Other 

DEADLINE IS CLOSE OF BUSINESS FRIDAY 

OF EACH PUBLICATION WEEK 


Please Print or Type Your Ad Here Neatly 


Total Words = $$ #ofWeeksAdistoRun__ 
Cost per Word (See Chart Above) _— Amount Enclosed closed $ 
Full Payment Must Be Enclosed for Ad to Run! 


Your Name 
Address 
ity State 


Phone ( ) 
Make Checks Payable to: Checkered Flag Racing News. 
SEND TO: The Checkered Flag Racing News Advertising, 

P.O. Box 205, Watertown, WI 53094-0205 
ALL MAILED ADS MUST BE PRE-PAID. 
ADS ACCEPTED VIA TELEPHONE, 
FAX & E-MAIL WITH MASTERCARD/VISA 
Voice Phone: 920-262-0333 
Fax: 920-262-0360 


o Credit or Refund Will be Returned for Unused Insertions. 


o 


Zip 


\ 


LA 


PF 


IMCA 


Erih EVENS mann a 77 — Michael Thompson......... 32 Benji Kirkpatrick..... 
As of Feb 4 Duane Rogers „esseere. 74 David Pierce hi TES 31 Jefi Turner ee dat S 
MODIFIEDS Don Pannel.......cccccsecseeee 72 Eastern Region B.J. DUIOCK vrnn 
National Michael Goldie................ 69 John Meton .....s..+.11--: 85 Steve Spoonts. 
John Meton osses: Charlie Armstrong........... 62 Jesse Barnhill .84 — Mike Miles.... 
Jesse Barnhill. ai Steven McCollough ........ 60 = Joe Phillips ...........cccccerers 70 — Toby Miller.............. 
Larry COrning........-.esesss Don McCollough, Jr........ 57 Henry Hanger „essas 68 EdwardC. Thompson......30 
Erie VEINS -eeens 77 — Larry Blake ....sesssseneesneens 36 Greg Hopkins .............04. 67 Kevin Sustaire................. 29 
Duane Rogers ............... 74 Sonny Wal... 36 Bill Adams „nsss 84 Charlie Wilson ...............28 
Don Pannel...ssssssss++.-1--- 72 South Central Region David R. Smith... 62 HOBBY STOCKS 
Joe Philips «..---essseeseeeceees 70 William (Pat) McGuire.....40 Jerry Muenster.............../ 60 National 
Michael Goldie................ 69 = Henry Witt, Ur... eee 39 Todd JOMES.....sessncsssrveses 52 ay Wastin. 
Henry Hanger „sesser 68 Chase Glick... 36 Wesley Griffin... 51 Allen Montgomery .......... 36 
Greg Hopkins Ah 67 Charles Lamb................. 35 STOCK CARS Chris Atef... 35 
Western Region Pid. EQbeIt.,.c..csseeecscesseres 34 National Jon Moffett........-.....-...... 34 
Larry Coming... 80 James Holder................. 33 Jason Honey .........4...0005 38 Dillon Smith... cease 33 


TORCHES”: 


The Checkered Flag Racing News 


CURREN 


Courtesy of: 


RESORT CASINO 


The Casino With an Outside.™ 


5 


J P 


Corey HOMAN ......ecscseseee 32 NATIONAL MIDGETS 
Chase Neill... 31 

USAC 

As of Jan 30 

SILVER CROWN SERIES i 

Dave Steele...............0 63 Tom Hessert Ill... 42 
Tracy Hin@S .......scsccees S7 — Josh WISC..........ssesesoeeeeee 39 
JINA Sannina 51 Ron Gregory e.as 36 
Brian TOL. siniestra 48 = Steve Padan... 31 
Wayne Reutimann, Jr.....45 Aaron Pierce... 27 
Jimmy Kite...............00 42 WESTERN MIDGETS 

Ron Gregory sesoses BG U YOy 63 
Dave Darland ........c.sc000 36 Bobby East.........sccesees 59 
Erit GOON Ses sons reaa 33 day Drake is-sess EB 
Danny Ebberts................ 31 Dave Steele... 51 
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Located on Pokegama Lake in Lac du Flambeau, WI. 


Hot Casino Action, Fine Dining, First Rate Entertainment and a Deluxe Resort 
that features a Water Recreation Area and Fitness Center. 


For more information check us out at 1-800-25-TORCH or www.lakeofthetorches.com 


from the Wisconsin Motorsports Charities Banquet 


Recipients of awards during the annual Wisconsin Motorsports Charities banquet, 


held in Pewaukee on January 14 (front row, l-r): Frank Ki i 
Jan > l-r): immel, ARCA cham : 
Sorenson, Alan Kulwicki Award; Russ Lake, chairman WMC; Sam at i tage 


time IRL champion; Ralph Sheheen, motorsports commentator; (back row, l-r) Howie 
Lettow, Wisconsin Achievment Award; Terry Lingner, Ted Lake Dedication to Auto 
Racing Award; David Hobbs, co-master of ceremonies; Robbie Reiser, honorary chair- 
man; and Arthur Diaz, Mid-Atlantic and Southeast Regional CCS champion. 


Wisconsin Motorsports 
Charities banquet chair- 
man Russ Lake presents 
George Leutermann from 
Ranch Community Servi- 
ces with a check for 
$25,000 from proceeds 
from the event, bringing 
the 14-year total to 
$380,000. 


WISCONSIN MOTORSPORTS CHARITIES INC. 6.25 
PR ET TRE b 

inane nce, W oota 1/14/2005 saon 
ziu RANCH COMMUNITY SERVICES 25,000 
= 


What You Need to Keep Up With the 
Sport of Auto Racing in the Midwest! 


eLate Models eSprints eMidgets eModifieds eSportsman eHobbies 


eLOCAL COVERAGE 


ePhotos eColumns 
eResults ePoints 


SUBSCRIBE F 


$30.00 for 1-Year (34 Issues) $54.00 for 2-Years (68 Issues) 
First Class United States $72 1-Year, 


First Class Canadian $86 1-Year, $160 2-Years 


ones eee Se See ee eee - 


= 


Sys) a i 


t 

' 

9 1 Year (34 issues) - Only $30.00 Q 2 Years (68 Issues) - Only $54.00 
i 9 1st Class U.S. $72.00 for 1 Year 

i 

1] 

L 


a ist Class Canadian $86.00 for 1 Year g 1st Class Canadian $160.00 for 2 Years 
Must Be Made in U.S. Funds Only. 


-- = ad 
en cs I PSE A OP SPD EA SES FS e we ree 


Send To: 
s Checkered Flag Racing News, P.O. Box 386, Ashland, WI 54806-0386 
> Credi Card Orders Call: 715-682-6677 


January 14 at Country Springs Hotel, Pewaukee, WI (Dave Drews photos) 


David Hobbs tells one of his famous racing stories to 
Sam Hornish, Jr., and the crowd at the Wisconsin 
Motorsports Charities Banquet. 


Kville Worid Challenge 


Continues to Grow 


KNOXVILLE, IA, Jan. 31 -- The Knoxville World Challenge for 


sprint cars continues to grow, as 43 Australians and ten 
Americans have qualified for Knoxville Raceway’s Friday, 
August 12, international invitational by competing in the recent 
Grand Annual Sprintcar Classic at Premier Speedway’s Sungold 
Stadium in Warrnambool, Victoria, Australia. 

Amongst the qualifiers were Classic winner Kerry Madsen of 
Australia, runner-up Shane Stewart of Oklahomasand former 
World Challenge winners Donny Schatz of North Dakota, Max 
Dumesny of Australia, Travis Rilat of Texas, Daryn Pittman of 
Oklahoma, and Randy Hannagan of California. 

The World Challenge is the Friday night finale of the Knoxville 
Nationals. 

Other Americans qualifying at Warrnambool were Jason 
Johnson of Louisiana, Tim Kaeding of California, Brad Sweet of 
California, Brent Antill of lowa, and Jimmy Sills of California. 
Among the Australians now eligible for the $10,000-to-win World 
Challenge at Knoxville, in addition to Madsen and Dumesny, are 
Brooke Tatnell, Trevor Green, Garry Brazier, Troy Little and 
Robbie Farr. 

Previously qualified drivers include Canadian Adam West, 
Americans Billy Alley and Dickie Gaines, and New Zealanders 
Stevie Walsh and Havard Daniels. 

The next World Challenge international qualifier was sched- 
uled for Saturday, February 12, at the Springs Speedway in 
Western Springs, New Zealand; however, the event has been 
cancelled by the venue’s promoter due to noise-level restric- 
tions. Thus, the April 29-30 sprint car events at Knoxville 
Raceway will now serve as the next qualifier, with the final one 
taking place on Wednesday, June 8, at the Budweiser 
Motorsports Park in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. Both the 
Knoxville and Edmonton events will act as qualifiers for 
Australians, Canadians and New Zealanders. 


‘Texas Terry’ Announces 
‘05-06 Schedule 


CHARLOTTE, NC, January 11 -- NASCAR veteran Terry 
Labonte, who in October 2004 announced plans to drive partial 
schedules with Hendrick Motorsports in 2005 and ‘06, laid out 
his calendar for the upcoming Nextel Cup Series season. 

Driving the Hendricks Motorsports number 44, the two-time 
Series champion will kick off the first leg of his "Shifting Gears - 
Lone Star Style" tour February 27 at California Speedway. In his 
27th year of NASCAR competition, Labonte, 48, will compete at 
Bristol Motor Speedway on April 3, followed by the first of two 
Texas Motor Speedway appearances April 17. He will also 
enter a pair of races - the All-Star Challenge and the Memorial 
Day-weekend 600-miler - at Lowe's Motor Speedway in May. 

The June 12 event at Pocono Raceway will open the second 
half of the ten-race slate, prior to dates at Chicagoland 
Speedway, Indianapolis Motor Speedway and Kansas 
Speedway. Labonte's 2005 season-finale will come November 6 
at Texas. 

Since joining Hendrick Motorsports in 1994, Labonte has post- 
ed 12 of his 22 career wins and bested teammate Jeff Gordon 
by 37 points to claim the 1996 Cup championship in one of the 
closest finishes in NASCAR history. 


New Divisions 
Added to Music 
City Line-Up 


NASHVILLE, TN -- Excite- 
ment is already building 
around the all-new pure thun- 
der stock division that will be 
making its debut this season 
at the Music City Motorplex, 
while the newly refined 
Hornets will also return. Both 
of these racing divisions will 
be a part of the Sunday 
“Family Fun Day” program and 
offer racing enthusiasts a cost- 
friendly method of racing. 

The pure thunder stocks are 
open to any American-made 
stock passenger car; trucks 
and SUVs are not eligible, and 
Chevrolet-powered cars are 
limited to station wagons or 
sedans with a minimum 
wheelbase of 115 inches. 
Stock engine i 


ry, 
thunder stocks an affordable, 
entry-level division. The divi- 
sion is catching on fast, as 
several cars have already 
been built. 

After a successful 2004 
season, the Hornets will return 
to the Motorplex and add to 
the excitement of the Sunday 
schedule. Any four- or six- 
cylinder car with a maximum 
wheelbase of 103 inches and 
a completely stock body, inte- 
rior, frame and suspension will 
be allowed to race. 


CRA, Super 
Lates to Run 
Six Events at 
Anderson 


ANDERSON, IN, Jan. 25 -- 
Anderson Speedway has 
announced it will host six 
super late models event dur- 
ing the 2005 season, 

The CRA Super Series will 
compete here on April 16 in a 
125-lap event, on July 15-16 
during the 39th annual 
Anderson 400, and on August 
13. Anderson Speedway will 
also hold three other 50-lap 
super late model events, on 
May 7, June 11 and 
September 17. 

Late model racing has been 
a fixture at Anderson 
Speedway for many years, 
with drivers such as Bob 
Fields, Vic Hellis, Jim Cooper, 
Dennis Miles, Ray Fullen, Bull 
Baker and Brian Rieviey 
enjoying success at the high- 
banked quarter-mile oval. 

Anderson Speedway’s 
super late model car specifica- 
tions will be identical to the 
2005 CRA Super Series rules. 
Speedway officials will publish 
a tire rule for the three super 
late model events at a later 
date. 

For additional information 
on Anderson Speedway, call 
4765) 642-0206. 


